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EXTENSION OF SECOND AMENDED EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
ORDER INCLUDING MANDATORY FACIAL COVERINGS, CURFEW,
LIMITATIONS ON GATHERINGS, AND BEACH ACCESS CLOSURES

WHEREAS, there currently still exists a declaration of public health disaster in and for
the State of Texas as declared by Texas Governor Greg Abbott and the Texas Department
of State Health Services (DSHS), and by approval of the Cameron County Commissioners
Court which authorized the Cameron County Judge to take such actions as are necessary in
order to protect the health and safety of the citizens of Cameron County by the issuance of
orders; and

WHEREAS, the transmission of COVID-19 remains a significant threat to the health
and safety of the community, rates of infection are increasing at an exponential rate, and
according to the Cameron County Health Authority and the Administration of all the local
hospitals and the number of people admitted to the hospital, ICU, or placed on ventilators is
also dramatically rising; and

WHEREAS, to slow the spread of COVID-19, the Cameron County Judge issued on June
29, 2020, the Second Amended Emergency Management Order Including Mandatory Facial
Coverings, Curfew, Limitations on Gatherings, and Beach Access Closures; and

THEREBY, Cameron County Judge Eddie Trevifio, Jr., orders this Extension of the
Second Amended Emergency Management Order Including Mandatory Facial Coverings,
Curfew, Limitations on Gatherings, and Beach Access Closures, which will expire on July 27,
2020, at 11:59 p.m. unless otherwise extended or modified. Please see attached.

Eddie Trevifio, Jr.
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SECOND AMENDED EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
ORDER INCLUDING MANDATORY FACIAL
COVERINGS, CURFEW, LIMITATIONS ON
GATHERINGS, AND BEACH ACCESS CLOSURES
ISSUED JUNE 29, 2020

WHEREAS, pursuant to Texas Government Code Seclion 418,108, Cameron County
Judge Lddie Treviiio, Jr., declared a state of local disaster on March 16, 2020, duc to the
imminent threat arising from COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Texas Government Code Section 4i8.108(b), on
March 21, 2020, the Cameron County Commissioners Court approved Cameron County
Commissioners Court Order Extending Corona Visus/COVID-19 Disaster Declaration; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Texas Government Code Section 418.108(b),
Commissioners Court authorized the Cameron County Judge to continue to exercisc the
powers granted by the Texas Disaster Acl of 1975 {or the period specified in the order; and

WIIEREAS, there currcently still exisls a declaration of public health disaster in and for
the State of Texas as declared by Texas Governor Greg Abbott and the Texas Department
of State llealth Services (DSHS), and by approval of the Cameron County Commissioners
Court which authorized the Cameron County Judge o take such aclions as are necessary in

order to protect the health and salety of the citizens ol Cameron Counly by the issuance of
orders; and

WHEREAS, the transmission of COVID-19 remains a significant threat lo the health
and safety of the community, rates of infection are increasing at an exponential rate, and
according to the Cameron County Health Authority and the Administration of all the local

hospitals and the number of people admitted to the hospital. {CU, or placed on ventilators is
also dramatically rising; and

WHEREAS, a County Judge is authorized to control ingress to and egress [rom a
disaster area and conlrol the movement of persons and occupancy of premises on an
appropriate local scale in accordance with Section 418.108(g) of the Texas Government Code
and his authority as Emergency Management Director; and
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WHEREAS, the County Judge has determined that extraordinary cmergency measures
must be taken to mitipate the effects of this public health emergency; and

WHEREAS, the County Judge issued an Amended Emergency Management Order
including mandatory facial coverings on June 17, 2020; and

WIHEREAS. it is the intent of this Second Amended Emergency Management Order
including mandalory facial coverings, curfew, limilation on gatherings. and beach access
closures to remain as consistent and to harmonize with, to the extent possible. the executive
orders of Governor Grep Abbott and the current declarations of the mayors of the cities in
Camecron Counly (as extended or modified); and

WIEREAS, by the authority vested in the County Judge and as the Emergency
Management Director for the County to continue to protect the health and safety ol the
communily and address (he developing and rapidly changing circumstances when
presented by the current public health emergency, he hereby issucs this Second Amended
Emergency Management Order including mandatory facial coverings, curfew, limitation on
gatherings, and beach access closures; and

WIHEREAS, in accordance with Lxecutive Order GA-26, failure to comply with any of
Governor Abboll’s cxccutive orders issued during the COVID-19 disaster is an offense

punishable under Section 418.173 by a line nol lo cxceed $1,000.00 and may be subject to
regulatory enforcement: and

WIIERLEAS, pursuant to Texas Government Code Scc. 418.173(b) and the Cameron
County Emergency Plan, it is an offensc to violate a condition or restriction of any Order issued
by the County Judge, during the public health disaster. Said offense shall be punished by a finc
not 10 exceed $500.00, except that the offensc shall be punished by a finc not to exceed
$1,000.00 il it is shown on the trial ol the offense that the person has been previously convicted
an ollense under this seclion. No civil oc criminat penalty may be imposed on an individuat for
faiture to wear a lacial covering.

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITII ANY OF TIIE PROVISIONS Of TiliS ORDER
CONSTITUTES AN IMMINENT TIHREAT 70 PUBLIC HEALTIL.

PURSUANT TO THF TEXAS DISASTER ACT OF 1975. THE COUNTY JUDGL:

HEREBY ISSUES TIHIS SECOND AMENDED EMERGENCY MANAGLEMENT ORDER AS
FOLLOWS:

Effective as ol 12:01 a.m. on Tuesday. June 30. 2020, ("Effective Date”), and continuing
through 11:39 p.m. on Monday, July 13, 2020, unless extended. modified, or terminated carly
by the County Judge or as otherwise indicated below:

l Public liealth Emergency. This Second Amended Emergency Management Order shall
continue the local disaster declaration and public health emergency for Cameron
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County for the period specified in this Second Amended Emergency Management Order
and shall incorporate and adopt the most recent Executive Order, GA-28, issued by
Governor Greg Abbott on June 26, 2020, and any subscquent orders by the Governor
relating to the COVID-19 disaster.

Licalth and Safetv Policv-Commercial Entities. All commercial entities in the County
providing goods or services directly to the public must post a health and safely policy
("Health and Safety Policy”). The Health and Safety Policy must require. at a
minimum, that all employees or visitors to the commercial entity's business premises
or other facilities wear lace coverings when in an area or performing an activity which
will necessarily involve close contact or proximily to co-workers or the public where
six fect of scparation is not feasible. The Health and Safety Policy may also include
the implementation of other mitigating measures designed to control and reduce the
transmission of COVID-19 such as temperature checks or health screenings.
Commercial entitics must post the required llealth and Safety Policy in a conspicuous
location sufficient to provide notice lo employees and visitors of all health and safety
requirements. Failure to develop, implement. and ensure compliance with the llealth and
Safety Policy by cmployees and visitors shall result in a fine not to exceed $500 for
cach individual violation.

Face Coverings — General Public. All people 10 years or older shall wear a face
covering their nose and mouth when in a public place or working in arcas that
involve close proximity with other coworkers. The CDC advises [ace coverings for
people 2 years or older. Face coverings may include homemade masks, scarfs,
bandanas, or a handkerchiel. Cameren County residents or visitors should continue (o
maintain social distancing of al least six lect while outside their home.

IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT YOU NOT OBTAIN OR WEAR

MEDICAL MASKS OR N-95 RESPIRATORS AS THEY ARE A NEEDLD
RESQURCE FOR HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS AND IIRST RESPONDERS.

Our healthcarc workers and (irst responders on the front-line combating COVID-19
musl have priority access lo medical masks or other personal protective equipment.
Face coverings do not need to be worn in the following circumstances:

=  When exereising oulside or engaging in physical activity outside,

=  While driving alone or with passengers who are part ol the same houschold
as the driver,

= When doing so poscs a greater mental or physical health, safety, or securily
risk,

»  Whilc pumping gas or operating outdoor equipment, and

= When consuming food or drink.

Please note that face coverings are a sccondary strategy to other mitigation efforts,
Face coverings are nof a replacement for social distancing, frequent handwashing,

and sclf-isolation when sick. All people should follow CDC recommendations for
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how to wear and 1ake off a mask. Residents should adhere 1o the following habits while
in public:

It is strongly recommended that people should Shelter-In-Place, not to leave
their home unless conducting essential activilies or performing essential
services,

Washing hands frequently belore you leave home and when you return,
Practice Social Distance by staying at least six feet away from others,
Avoiding louching nose or {ace,

Not using disposable masks more than three times. and

Washing reusable cloth masks regularly to prevent the spread of the virus.

Consistent with Governor Greg Abbolt’s Exccutive Order GA-28 no civil or criminal
penalty will be imposed on individuals for Tailure to wear a face covering

Cameron Countv Essential Business. Thal residents of the County conducl cssential
County business online or via regular mail lo avoid visiting any County [acilities
unless absolutely necessary.

Curfew.

1.

!\l

In addition to the recommendation to Shelier-In-Place, o curfew for all persons aged
scventeen (17) and under shall be imposed {rom 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.. unless
accompanied by a parent or guardian or for providing Essential Services.

In addition to the recommendation to Shelter-In-Place, a curfew for all persons aged
cighteen (18) and over shall be imposed from 11:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m., unless that
person is out for an emergency, or for providing Essential Services.

“Covered Travel” includes travel for any of the following purposes:

(a) Any travel related to the provision ol or access to Essentinl Services !
including for employment purposes,

(b) Any travel to care for elderly, minors, dependents, persons with disabilities, or
other vulnerable persons,

(c) Any travel to or from educational institutions for purposes of receiving
materials for distance learning, for receiving meals, and business operations,

(d) Any travel to return to a place of residence from outside the jurisdiction,

(e) Any travel to and from a place of employment,

(f) Any travel required by First Responders, Law Enforcement or court order,

(2) Any travel required for non-residents to return to their place of residence
outside the County, and

(h) Any travel required for medical personnel.

! See hitps: www.cisa.gov publication/gui

itical-infrastructure-work force




VI.  Qutdoor Gatherings. No outdoor gatherings shall allow for more than 100 people for any
outdoor activity olher’than religious service, or youth camps, recreational sports activities
and amusement parks” or as otherwise aliowed under GA-28.

VIl.  Social Gatherings. No groups of more than 10 persons that are not members of a single
family may assemble socially whether indoor or outdoors.

VIIl.  County Parks and Beach Access Points Closure. Effective 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday June 30,
2020, through July 12, 2020, at 7 p.m. unless exlended in writing by the County Judge,
County Parks and County beach access areas are hereby closed. The following parks and
beach access areas will be closed to the public until further notice:

Isla Blanca Park

Andy Bowie Park

E.K. Atwood Park

Counly Beach Access No. 3
County Beach Access No. 4
County Beach Access No. 5
County Beach Access No. 6
Boca Chica Beach
Bejarano-McFarland Memorial Park
Pedro “Pete” Benavides Park
Laureles Regional Park

El Ranchito Community Park
El Ranchito Recreational Park
Santa Maria Community Park
La Paloma Regional Park
Santa Rosa Community Park
La Esperanza Community Park

IX.  Severability. The seclions, paragraphs, seniences, clauses. and phrases of this Second
Amended Emergency Management Order are severable and i any phrase, clause,
sentence, paragraph. or scction of this Second Amended Emergency Management
Order should be declared invalid by the final judgment or decree of any court or
competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases,
clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and secctions that can be piven effect without the
invalid provision, and to this end, the provisions of this Second Amended Emergency
Management Order are severable.

X. Interpretation _and Additional Terms. To the greatest extent possible, this Second
Amended Emergency Management Order shall be interpreted as consistent with and
supplemental 1o any executive order issued by the Texas Governor. All provisions of
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the executive orders of the Governor, either existing or as, if and when issued,
which are made applicable 1o all jurisdictions by law shall be automatically
incorporated into and constitute terms of this Second Amended Emergency Management
Order, enforceable as if set forth herein without necessity for the issuance of any
further orders. GA-28 is incorporated herein and is attached hereto as Attachment A.

X1.  Enforcement. Exccpting Section [l of this Sccond Amended Emergency Management
Order and in accordance with the limilations contained in the executive orders of the
Governor, thal any peace officer or other person with lawful authority is hercby
authorized to enforce the provisions of this Second Amended Emergency Management
Order in accordance with the authority granted under the Texas Disaster Act of 1975
and the Cameron County Emergency Management Plan.

ORDERED this 29" day of Jyfge. 2020,

Eddie Treviiio, Jr.
Cameron County Judge

ATTESTED BY:
\\\\\“"lll"’
¢“§\5§.\.9§§,9 5,
o Cd ey,
Kide'A. Trefo S 4 2
Deputy Cameron County Clerk :.'.-'z_ﬁ; T }3?-.
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ATTACHMENT "A"

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
June 26, 2020 secnemnv OF snm-:T e
5

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State

State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Secrltarf of State

Dear Secretary Hughs:
Pursuant to his powers as Govemnor of the Sinte of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Exccutive Order No. GA-28 relating to the targeted response to the COVID-19
disaster as part of the reopening of Texas.

The original execulive order is attached to this letter of transmittsl

Respectfully submitled

Davidson
“lerk to the Govemor

GSD/gsd

Attachment

PosT Omce Box 12428 AusTiv, TEXAS 75711 S12-463-2000 (Vo) Dias 7-1-1 For RELAY SeRvices



L xecutive Grier

BY THE
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
June 26, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA 28

Relaring to the targeted response lo the COVID-19 disaster
as part of the reopening of Texas.

WHEREAS, 1, Greg Abbott, Govemnor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disester for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I hove renewed the
disaster declaration for all Texas counties; ond

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellersiedt, has determined that COVID-19 continues to represent n

public health disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety
Code; and

WHEREAS, 1 have issued execulive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVID-19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, [ issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, mandating cerain
sacial-distancing restrictions for Texans in accordance with guidelines promulgated by
President Donald J. Trump and the Centars for Disease Control end Prevention (CDC);
and

WHEREAS, [ issued Executive Order GA-14 on March 31, 2020, expanding the social-
distancing restrictions for Texans based on guidance from heolth experts and the
President; and

WHEREAS, [ subsequently issued Executive Orders GA-16, GA-18, GA-21, GA-23, and
GA-26 from April through early June 2020, aiming to nchieve the Jeast restrictive means
of combatting the threat 1o public health by continving certain social-distancing
restrictions, while implementing a safe, strategic plan 1o Cpen Texas; and

WHEREAS, as Texas reopens in the midst of COVID- 19, increased spread is to be
expecled, and the key to controlling the spread and keeping Texas residents safe is for all
Texans to consistently follow gaod hygiene and social-distancing practices, especially
those set forth in the minimum siandard health protocols from DSHS; and

WHEREAS, due 10 recent substantial increases in COVID-19 positive cases, and
increases in the COVID-19 positivity rate and hospitalizations resulting from COVID-

19, targeted and tem; djustments to the ing pl ded 1o achieve the
arg porary adjustments to the reopening plan are nee 0 ac IlﬂflE T
SE; RY OF STATE
AN O'CLOCK
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Governor Greg Abbot Executive Order GA-28
June 26, 2020 Page 2

least restrictive means for reducing the growing spread of COVID-19 and the resulting
imminent threat to public health, and 1o avoid a nead for more extreme measures; and

WHEREAS, everyone must act safely, and to that end, this executive order and peior
executive orders provide that all persons should follow the health protocots from DSHS,
which whenever achieved will mean compliance with the minimum standards for safely
reopening, but which should not be used 10 fault those who act in good faith but can only
substantially comply with the standards in light of scarce resources and other extenuating
COVID-19 circumstances; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the staie and
people presented by disasters™ under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad suthority to fulfill that responsibility,
and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the COVID- 19
disaster is an offense punishable under Secticn 418,173 by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
and may be subject to regulalory enforcement;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Govemor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, and in
accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and other medical
advisors, the Govemor's Strike Force to Open Texas, the White House, and the CDC, do
hereby order the following on a statewide basis effective at noon on June 26, 2020

Every business establishment in Texns shall operate at no more than S0 percent of
the toual listed occupancy of the establishment, provided. however, thgt:

1. There is no occupancy limit for the following:

a.  any services listed by the U.S, Department of Homeland Security’s
Cybersecurity and Infrastruclure Security Agency (CISA) in its Guidance
on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, Version 3.1 or any
subsequent version;

b. religious services, including those conducled in churches, congregations,
and houses of worship;

c. local government operations, including connty and municipal
governmental operations relating to licensing (including marrioge
licenses), permitting, recordation, and document-filing services, as
determined by the local govemment;

d. child-care services;

e. youth camps, including but not limited to those defined as such vnder
Chapter 141 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, ond including all
summer camps and other daytime and overnight camps for youths; and

f. recreational sports programs for youths and adults;

2. Except as provided below by parageaph number 5, this 50 percent occupancy
limit does not apply to outdoor areas, events, or establishments, except that the
following outdoor areas or outdoar venues shall operate al no more than 50
percent of the normal operating limits as determined by the owner:

a. professional, collegiatz, or similar sporting events;
b. swimming pools;
£ water parks;
d. museums and libraries;
. Zo0s, aquariums, natural cavems, and similar facilities; and
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
8E OF STATE
1y O'CLOCK
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Governor Greg Abbott Executive Order GA-28
June 26, 2020 Page 3

f. rodeos and equestrian events;

3. This 50 percent occupancy limit does not apply to the following establishments
that opcrate with at least six feet of social distancing between work stations:

a. cosmetology salons, hair salons, barber shops, nail salons/shops, and other
establishments where licensed cosmeltologists or barbers practice their
trade;

b. massage establishments end other facilities where licensed massage
therapists or other persons licensed or otherwise authorized (o practice
under Chapter 455 of the Texas Occupations Code practice their trade; and

c. other personal-care and beauty services such as tanning salons, atioo
studios, piercing studios, hair removal services, and hair loss treatment and
growth services;

4. Amusement parks shall operate at no more than 50 percent of the normal
operating limnits ns determined by the owner;

5. For any outdoor gathering in excess of 100 people, other than those set forth
above in paragraph numbers 1, 2, or 4, the gathering is prohibited unless the
mayor of the city in which the gothering is held, or the county judge in the case
of a gathering in an unincorporated area, approves of 1he gathering, and such
appraval can be made subject to centain conditions or restrictions not
inconsistent with this executive order;

6. For dine-in scrvices by resiaurants that have less than 51 percent of their gross
receipts from the sale of alcoholic beverages, the occupancy limit shall remain
at 735 percent until 12:01 a.m. on June 29, 2020, at which lime such restaurants
may only operale at up to 50 pereent of the total listed occupancy of the
restaurant, subject to paragraph number 9 below;

7. People shall not visit bars or similar establishments that hold a permit from the
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission (TABC) and are nol restaurants as
defined ebove in paragraph number &; provided, hawever, that the use by such
bars or similar establishments of drive-thry, pickup, or delivery options for food
and drinks is allowed 10 the extent authorized by TABC;

8. People shall not use commercial rafting or whing services, including rental of
rafis or tubes and transporiation of peaple for the purpase of mfiing or tbing;

9. For any business establishment that is subject to a 50 percent “total listed
occupancy™ limit or “normal opersting limit,” and that is in a county that has
filed with DSHS, ond is in compliance with, the requisite atestation form
promulgated by DSHS regarding tninimal cases of COVID-19, the business
establishment may operate at up to 75 percent of the total listed occupancy or
normel operating limit of the establishment;

10. For purposes of this cxecutive order, facilities with retrmctable roofs are
considered indoor facilitics, whether the roof is opened or closed;

11. Staff members are not included in determining operating levels, except for
manufactusing services and office workers;

12. Except as provided in this exccutive order or in the minimum standard health
protocols recommended by DSHS, found at www '

people should not be in groups larger than ten and should maintain six feet of
social dislancing from those not in their group;

13. People over the age of 65 are strongly encouraged to stay al home &s much as
possible; to maintain appropriate distance from any member of the household
who has been out of the residence in the previous 14 days; and, if leaving the

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
S8ECRETARY OF STATE
S: #54w_O'CLOCK
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Governar Greg Abbott Executive Order GA-28
June 26, 2020 Page 4

home, to implement social distancing and to practice good hygiene,
environmental cleanliness, and sanitation;

14. In providing or obtaining services, every person (including individuals,
businesses, and other Jegal entities) should use good-faith efforis and available
resources to follow the minimum standard health protocols recommended by
DSHS;

15. Nothing in this executive order or the DSHS minimum siandards precludes
requiring a customcr to follow additional hygiene measures when obiaining
services. Individuals are encouraged 1o wear nppropriate face coverings, but no
jurisdiction can impase a civil or criminal penalty for failure to wear a face
covering;

16. People shall not visil nursing homes, state supported living cenlers, assisted
living facilitics, or long-term care facilities unless as deiermined through
guidance from the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC).
Nursing homes, siate supported living centers, assisted living facilities, and
long-term care facilities should follow infection cantrol policies and practices
set fonh by HHSC, including minimizing the movement of staff between
facilities whenever possible; and

17. For the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year, public schools may resume
operations for the summer as provided by, and under the minimum standard
health protocols found in, guidance issued by the Texas Education Agency
(TEA). Private schools and institutions of higher education arz encouraged (o
establish similar standards. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary,
schools may conduct graduation ceremonies consistent with the minimum
standard health protocols found in guidance jssued by TEA.

Notwithsianding anything herein 1o the contrary, the governor may by proclamation
add 10 the list of cstablishments or venues that people shall not visit,

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials
in response to the COVID-19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a focel order
restricts services allowed by this executive order, allows gatherings prohibited by
this exccutive order, or expands the list or scope of services as sat forth in this
executive order. Pursuant 1o Section 418,016{a} of the Texas Government Code, |
hereby suspend Sections 418.1015(b) and 418. 108 of the Texas Government Code,
Chapter 81, Subchapter E of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and any other
relevant statutes, to the extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not impose
restrictions in response to the COVID-19 disaster that are inconsistent with this
executive order, provided that local officials may enforce this executive order as
well as local restrictions that ere cansistent with this executive order.

All existing stote executive orders relating to COVID-19 are amended to eliminate
confinement in jail as nn available penalty for viofating the cxecutive orders, To the
extent any order issued by local officials in responsa to the COVID- 19 disester
would allow confinement in jail s an available penalty for violating a COVID-19.
related order, that order allowing confinement in jail is superseded, and I hereby
suspend all relevant laws o the extent necessary to ensure that Jocal officials do not
canfine people in jail for violating any executive order or local order issued in
response to the COVID-19 disaster.

This exccutive order superscdes Executive Order GA-26, but does not supersede
Exccutive Onders GA-10, GA-13, GA-17, GA-19, GA-24, GA-25, or GA-27. This

FILE% IN THEHOYFEIFCSE OF THE
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Governor Greg Abbott Executive Order GA-28
lune 26, 2020 Page 5

executive order shall remain in effect and in full force unless it is modified, amended,
rescinded, or superseded by the governor. This executive order may also be amended by
proclamation of the govemor,

Given under my hand this the 26th
day of June, 2020.

Govemnor

Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF
ARY OF STA’ETH ¢
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GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

July 2, 2020 FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
-+ v O'CLOCK
)
The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs / "
Secretary of State Secretary of State

State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:
Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-29 relating to the use of face coverings during the
COVID-19 disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmifttal.

ully submitted,

Post OrFICE Box 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 512-463-2000 (VOICE) DAL 7-1-1 For RELAY SERVICES



T xecutive Order

BY THE
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department

Austin, Texas
July 2, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA 29

Relating to the use of face coverings during the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, 1, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imsinent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have renewed the
disaster declaration for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 continues to represent a
public health disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety
Code; and

WHEREAS, T have issucd executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVID-19, simed at using the least restrictive means available to protect the health and
safety of Texans and ensure an effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, as Texas reopens in the midst of COVID-19, increased spread is to be
expected, and the key to conitrolling the spread and keeping Texans safe is for all people
to consistently follow good hygiene and social-distancing practices; and

WHEREAS, due to recent substantial increases in COVID-19 positive cases, and
increases in the COVID-19 positivity rate and hospitalizations resulting from COVID-
19, further measures are needed to achieve the least restrictive means for reducing the
growing spread of COVID-19, and to avoid a need for more extreme measures; and

WHEREAS, 1 have joined the medical expents in consistently encouraging people to use
face coverings, and health authorities have repeatedly emphasized that wearing face
coverings is one of the most important and effective tools for reducing the spread of
COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, given the current status of COVID-19 in Texas, requiring the use of face
coverings is a targeted response that can combat the threat to public health using the
least restrictive means, and if people follow this requirement, more extreme measures
may be avoided; and

WHEREAS, wearing a face covering is important not only to protect oneself, but also to
avoid unknowingly harming fellow Texans, especially given that many people who go
into public may have COVID-19 without knowing it because they have no symptoms; and
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WHEREAS, the “‘governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters™ under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the COVID-19
disaster is an offense punishable under Section 418.173 by fine;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
the following on a statewide basis effective at 12:01 p.m. on July 3, 2020:

Every person in Texas shall wear a face covering over the nose and mouth when
inside a commercial entity or other building or space open to the public, or when
in an outdoor public space, wherever it is not feasible to maintain six feet of social
distancing from another person not in the same household; provided, however,

that this face-covering requirement does not apply to the following:

1. any person younger than 10 years of age;

2. any person with a medical condition or disability that prevents wearing a
face covering;

3. any person while the person is consuming food or drink, or is seated at a
restaurant to eat or drink;

4. any person while the person is (a) exercising outdoors or engaging in
physical activity cutdoors, and (b) maintaining a safe distance from other
people not in the same household;

5. any person while the person is driving alone or with passengers who are
part of the same household as the driver;

6. any person oblaining a service that requires temporary removal of the face
covering for security surveillance, screening, or a need for specific access
1o the face, such as while visiting a bank or while obtaining a personal-
care service involving the face, but only to the extent necessary for the
temporary removal;

7. any person while the person is in a swimming pool, lake, or similar body
of water;

8. any person who is voting, assisting a voter, serving as a poll watcher, or
actively administering an election, but wearing a face covering is strongly
encouraged;

9. any person who is actively providing or obtaining access to religious
worship, but wearing a face covering is strongly encouraged;

10. any person while the person is giving a speech for a broadcast or lo an
audience; or

11. any person in a county (a) that meets the requisite criteria prorpl‘l_E‘mhg OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
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the Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM) regarding
minimal cases of COVID-19, and (b) whose county judge has
affirmatively opted-out of this face-covering requirement by filing with
TDEM the required face-covering attestation form—provided, however,
that wearing a face covering is highly recommended, and every county is
strongly encouraged to follow these face-covering standards.

Not excepted from this face-covering requirement is any person attending a
protest or demonstration involving more than 10 people and who is not practicing
safe social distancing of six fect from other people not in the same household.

TDEM shall maintain on its website a list of counties that are not subject to this
face-covering requirement pursuant to paragraph number 1. The list can be

found at: www.tdem.texas.gov/ga29,

Following a verbal or written warning for a first-time violator of this face-
covering requirement, a person’s second violation shall be punishable by a fine
not to exceed $250. Each subsequent violation shall be punishable by a fine not to
exceed 3250 per violation.

Local law enforcement and other local officials, as appropriate, can and should
enforce this executive order, Executive Order GA-28, and other effective
executive orders, as well as local restrictions that are consistent with this
executive order and other effective executive orders. But no law enforcement or
other officizl may detain, arrest, or confine in jail any person for a violation of this
executive order or for related non-violent, non-felony offenses that are predicated
on a violation of this executive order; provided, however, that any official with
authority to enforce this executive order may act to enforce trespassing laws and
remove violators at the request of a business establishment or other property
owner.

This executive order hereby prohibits confinement in jail as a penalty for the
violation of any face-covering order by any jurisdiction.

Executive Order GA-28 is hereby amended to delete from paragraph number 15
the phrase: *, but no jurisdiction can impose a civil or criminal penalty for failure
to wear a face covering.”

The governor may by proclamation amend this executive order or add to the list of
people to whom this face-covering requirement does not apply.

This executive order does not supersede Executive Orders GA-10, GA-13, GA-17, GA-
19, GA-24, GA-25, GA-27, or GA-28 as amended. This executive order shall remain in
effect and in full force until modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by the
Eovemnor.

FILED IN THE OFFIC
SECRETARY OF STATE -
— 2.0 fvn 0'CLOCK
JuLaz 2z



Governor Greg Abbott Executive Order GA-29
July 2, 2020 Page 4

Given under my hand this the 2nd
day of July, 2020.

Governor

A

RUTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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