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ORDINANCE#1985-1

AN aIDlNAN::E CF 0'>.MEfa.IClJUNI'Y,PRCMULGATED
PURSUANT'IO ARrICIE 4477-{;A CF 'THE TEXAS

CIVIL S1'A'IUI'ES, 'IO RffiUIATE rna.M.JN:; AADSI'RAY
OCGS NIT> CATS ill t.NnmRroRATED AREASCF CAMERON

CCUNI"{, TEXAS, A FOLITlCAL gmDIVISION CF THE
srATE CF TEXAS: PROfilBITllJ:; ro::;s ANDO\TS 'ID RJN
AT I.AIa ill SJai AREAS: REUJIRIN3 'IHE RESI'RAIm'

OF SJ<:H /lNIMALS: ffiCI.ARIN3STRAYOR lNRESTRAINED
roes NID CATS 'IO BE A FUBLIC lUI~: PROVIDIN3
FOR 'IHE IMro..JNCt1ENl'CF SJQI STRAYOR UNRESTRAINED

OCGS ANDCATS: RmJIRI.N3 THE REDISTRATIONAND
LICENSIN3 CF [X)3S !>NO O\TS IN UNIN:DRroRATEDAREAS

OF C1IMEFONClXJNI'Y:REl:JJIRI~ 'IHE VACCINATIONCF ro::;s
ANDCATS IN SUO! AREAS; ProVIDIN3 FDR PENALTIESFUR

VIOLATICNSCF 'IHIS ORDINAOCE:BARRIN3THE CUAL
APPLICATIONCF reo NID CAT a:::NIroL OODINAN::::ES;

DESIGNATIN3A HEALTHCFFlCER: rECLARIt-U SJai ORDINANCE
TO BE [>.N EXERCISECF 'lliE CIXJNIY'S ,.KlLICE" PCMER;

SE'ITIN3 FORm A REPEALER

BE IT RESOLVED,'llii\T on M:lr1day, I:ecErnber 10, 19B4, the Cameron Col!lt.y

Ccmnissioners Cburt, up::m the request of s::rne of the residents of the mi.!lC':;;·-

porated. areas of Cameron ~ty, o:n::1u::ted a Public Hearin:J at the Cemcron

County <burthouse to consider arrl apprcNe the draftin:J of a Comty Orxli.nartc e , as

autlurized by ArtLcle 4477-6a of the Texas Civil Statutes (loc:atErl in t]['" 1985

Supplenent "pocket, p:irt"), to re;ulate room.in:j a.rrl stray dc:gs .and cat s i.n t~ie

unIncorpor'at.ed areas of Cameron Camty, a po.l.Lt.i.ce.Lvauod i.vLsi.on of the S'.:..:!t.eof

Texas.

BE IT FESOLVID, 'lliAT at such Hearin:J, the fullONin:J firrlin:Js w=re nnde Ly

the Cameron OJunty o:mnissioners 0Jurt:

1 - Cameron oxmty, actio.:J by am. through the cameron

Coo.mty o:mnissioners COJrt, is concerned with the

health, safety an:} general ....elfare of the citizens

. a.rrl residents of the Camty,an:l the safe, orderly

and ,healthy developnent of the OJunty.

2 - S<:me of the citizens of the mtncorporaced areas of

Cameron OJunty have o:::ntacterl the Carreron OJunty

Comtissioners 0Jurt an::}requeated their assistance

in regulatio.:J roamin:J an:l st.raydoqs am oats in su::h

areas.



3 - The said roami.n3ard stray dogs arrl cats can an:'!do

constitute a threat to the health, safety arrl ~nel:al

welfare of the ciHzens arrl residents of the Ccunty,

as -..ell as the safe, orderly ard healthy revelq:xrent

of the County.

4 - CameronCounty can ~ulate su::::hroarnl.n3stray dogs arrl

cats 1:¥ ordinance, p.Irsuant to Article 4477-6a of the

Texas Civil Statutes (located in the SupplEIrent "pocket

part"), p:1rticularly section 3.08 of su::::hAct.

5 - CameronCounty, actin:] 1:¥ an:1 through the cemeronca.mty

Cormissioners OAlrt, wishes to enact an ordinance to

regulate such rrob1em.

BE IT RESOLVEn, 'lW\T at the ronc1usioo of the said Public Hearirg, the

CameronO::luntya:mnissioners 0Alrt voced to approve the draftirg of scch a

CoI.lnty Ordinance, ard further, directerl the CameronCo..!nty AttOrney's 0 f f ice to

prepare such an Ordinance.

BE IT RESOLVEn, 'mAT said Coonty Attorney' 8 Office drafte::l. su::h an

Ordinance, Nurroer 1985·1, an:1 GUbnitte::l.same to the Cclmeronca.mty O::mnissicners

court fur a::loptioo •

BE IT RESOLVED, 'mAT said Ordinance,. N\JTber1985-1, vas subnitte:i fur

approval, at a Public Heari~ en t1:n:lay, February 11, 1985, a:n:h.x::terl'of Cameron

County O:nmissiooers OJurt, to a:nsider ard approve the edcpt Lon of aca.:nty

Ordinance, as auth:>rizoo bf Article 4477-6a of the Texas Civil Statutes (Lccated

in the 1985 s\.Wlement "pocket, put"), to ~ulate roami~ arrl stray do;s am

cats in the minooq:oraterl areas of Carreronca.mty, a r:olitical subdivision of

the State of Texas.

BE rr RESOLVEn, 'mAT at the o::nclusion of said Public Heari~, tho Cameron

coonty O:nmissiooers 0Jurt voted to arprove the edoptLonof su::h a CountY

Ordinance.

turl, 'IHEREfORE, IT IS CRDE.RED by the came.rc ".a.m ty O:mnisaioners ea.u-t

that the full~ rules an:! regulations are cdcpted as a Comty Ordinance in

am fur CameronCounty, TeXasI t
t
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Section 1: Definitions

In this Ordinance, the fullCMin:r t.erms have the rreanirgs irrlicated:

(a) "Animal"rreans a dcg or a ca t.

(b) "HarOOri.n:(rreans the act of keeping ard carirg fur

a dcg or- cat or of provid i.rq p:emises to Wiich the

animal returns fur food, shelter or care fur a

period of at least ten (10) days,

(c) "Owner:" rreans any person, firm, or corpor-ation Wio

has a property right in an animal or ¥ho harcors

a dog or cat or al.Icws a dcg or cat to r'emai.n 01 or

about his pcemises for a period of at least ten

(10) days,

(d) "Person" rreans an irrlividual, corpore.t i.on, gaverrrnent

or g::Nerrrnental subdivision or cgency, business t.rust,

estate, trust, partnership, association, or any other

legal entity.

(e) "Pet" nea.ns any dog or cat rold or retained as a

bousebol.dpet.

(f) "Runni..rr:J at large" rreans rot canpletely confined ty

a b.l.ildi03, ....all, or fence of sufficient stren;Jth or

construction to restrain a dog or cat, except Wien

such animal is either 01 a leash or held in the nards

of the o-mer or keeper I or trrler direct supervision

of the o.mer within the limits of the o.mer's J:rivate

property. A d09 or cat within an autorobile or-other

vehicle of its ONnershall rot be de€med "runni.rq at

large."

(g) "Stray" rreans any dog or cat fur wich there is n::>

identifiable o,.meror hartorer wich l:Uf1S free with

-3-



ro fhysical restraint, arrl also incltrles "vtctcus"

dogs or cats.

(h) "Unincorporatoo area" rreans any part, of Cameron Ccunty,

Texas that is not already subject to the juris:Hction

of an Incorporaced city, to,.m, municip;llity or village

as reqards a dcg arrl cat o:ntrol ordinance.

(i) "Vicious" rreans any 0Cg or cat that has 01 two p:eviOJs

occasions, witrout IX"ovocation, attacked or bitten any

person or other animal, or, any cloj or cat -..hich the, '

coonty Health DepaJ:i:mmt has reason to believe has a

darqerous di.spos it.Lcc likely to be hatmfult:o pecpl,e

or other animals.

Section 21 Running At Large'

It shall be U1lal-.Eul fur oily o-ner to allo,.; any dog or cat o,.mooor kept by

him or U'der his control to run at large within any mi.ncorporated area of

Cameron C01m ty •

Section :3 1 Restraint of Mimals

(a) Any 0Cg or cat within any mincorporatoo area of Cameron Co..lntyIl1.ISt

be restrained 1:y its o-ner at all times 9:) as to pr-event su::h animal iron

nmnin;J at large or attackin; pecple or other animals (inclu:1in; rut rot l.imited

to d::g 5 or- cats) or des troyi n; thep:cperty of. arother r:erson .

(b) Such res train t ITB Y be aco::rnpli shed l:7j cx::nf inil"8 su::h animal with in a

b..llidirg, v.e.ll or fence of sufficient streIBth to restrain the animal, or alter-

natively, 1:y x.eepi~ su:h animal en a leash or held in the harrls of its 'OHn~ror

keeper, or altematively, l:7j keepi~ sU:::hanimal lnder the direct 8UJ:9rvision of

the o-ner or ~r within the limits of su::h o,.mer's or keeper's IX"ivat~ p:o-

perty.

Section 41 Public Nuisance

Any stray or uu-estrainoo d:g or cat in an ml.ncorporaced area of <::aJreron

co.mty, Texas is rereby declared to 'ce a p..1blic rui sance .
,,



Secticn 5: lrrip?mdrrent
(a) Any stray or mrestrained <kg or cat found in an m incorpor'at.ed area

of CarreronOJunty, Texas maybe det.ai.ned or impoundedby the Cameron Co..mty

Health Department , the CameronCounty Parks Sys ten, or such departrnent.s.

autbor ized a:rent or eqent.s.

(b) All such Impoundedanirnals will be kept fur a per i.od vof 3 days, except

in the case of a <kg or cat seized in o:::nnection with a "bi t inj incident" at:" as

part of a rabies investigation, arrl in such latter case, the imp:>undedanimals

will be kept fur a per'Lod of 10 days; after \J1ich, a humanedisposition will r.J2

made of each iztcLairned stray or mrestrained <kg or cat, upon the expiration of

the r'equi r ed Impoundment;per i.od, rut cn1y after cne of the said departments or

their authorize::! cgents have rrade a reasonable effort to locate the a..mel' of

said cbj or cat.

(c) Such departrrents shall maintain records of such Impoundroerit.sard .my

set d1arges fur the Impoundment,ard board Jrovide::! to any dcq or cat dur i.rq the

retention per i.od, to be paid by the OHIlerbefure release of the animal, subject

to the approval of the CameronCcunt.yO:::rnnissionersOAlrt; all such charges

shall be deposite::! in the CameronCamty Treasury fur the accamt of su::h

depart.rrents arrl shall be U3€dcn1y to help defray the expenae of edm.Lni.st.ret i.on

of this ordinance.

(d) The said departments arrl their cgents shall o::rnplywith those rules

adopt.ed by the Texas Ebard of Health establishi.n:l the min.irrumaoceptsabLe st:.a.n-

dards fur the, impouOOmentfacilities am fur the care of impoundedanimals.

Section 6: Registration aM Licensing

(a) It shall be mlawful fur any o-ner or parson to 0H!1, poases s or 'h~tor

a do3 or oat, within any trlincotpOrate::! area of ceroeronComty with:Jut bav i.nj

been registeroo arrl Ll.censed.with the CameronCCuntyHealth Department, mless

such <kg or cat, is already Li.censed in another Texas city or comty. Any ~rson

rrovin3 into the OJunty rnrst; reregister their dcg or cat with GameronCo.mty

within ten (10) days after such rrove.

(b) Said department shall maintain records of .such registrations am

1icen.ses issued.

(c) Said department rray collect a reasonable fee to register arid license

each an:ima.l, such fee to be approved by the CameronO::JJntyCcrrmi.asi.oners Cb-.l1:t.,
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arrl said fees shall be retafned by said departmmt to be used cnly to help

defray the expenses of the <rlrninistration of this OrcUnan~..

(d). Registration arrl licensf.n1 U1der this J;aragraph is valid fur cne :rear·

only, am any cat or cb;J nust be reregistere:l arrl relicense:l if there is a

chan:)e in OHnership.

Section 7: Vaccination

(a) N:> cat or cb;J rray be registered with:>ut first beirg vaccinata:1 in

accordance with this J;aragraph.

(b) The.OHnerof each cb;J or cat within an minccrporated area of Ol.-reron

County shall have such .arWnalvaccinate:l a;J'ainst rabies by the time said d~ or

eat is four rronths of a;e ari::l at regular intervals p;escri.be:3.by the 'I'exas lbard

of Health, '<.hichis currently roe year.

(c) Anyperson rrovirg into the 0:rJ:ntyshall o:mplywith this Ordinance

•..••ithin ten (10) days after su:::h rrove,

(d) A. veterinarian -...hovaccinates a do:l or cat a;!ainst rabies in eccor-

dance with this Ordinance shall issue to the OH\ierof the animal a Vaccination

.d ..:..>

Certificote in a furm ....nich/Teets the minimunstandards set Dt the T~as l.1Xl.ro

of Health.

.Section 8: Penalties

(a) A.parson cx:mnits an offense if: (1) he fails at" refuses to rcqbl;p,,,

or present fur registration any dcg or oat of Iohichhe is the o.mer an1 S1.X:::1

animal is require:l to be registere:l inder this Ordinance arrl scch d~ ot" Glt Is

within an unincorporated area of CameronCoJnty; (2) he allows aI'rf d~ IX c"t

OHnOO or kept by him or \rider his o:ntrol to l:\II1 at large or fails or refuses to

restrain any &::gor cat of ¥.hich he is the c-ner an::1su::h animal is requi red to

be registere:l an:1restraine:l mder this ordinance an::1su::h do; or cat is withtn

an mincoq:orated area of Cameron0:rJ:ntyror (3) he falls or refuSes to haVe

each 0Cg or cat of '<.hichhe is the OH\iervaccinated a:1ainst rabies an::1su::h lifli-

rral is required to be vaccinate:l mder this Ordinance an::1su:::hdO; or cat is

within an unincoq:orated area of cameronco.mty.

(b) An offense mder this J;arCl9raphis a Class Cmisdaneanor, pJnishable

by a fine rot to exceed $200.00.

Section 9: Barring Dual NYl iea tien of Control Ordinances
,

This Ordinance shall rot apply to arrJ f8t"t of CameronComty Wtere an



existing ordinance cover i.nq the subject of this Ordinance is already in eEfect.

Section 10: Health Officer

The Director of the cameron Ccmlty Health Departrrent is here,bY designate:'!

as the "officer to act as a local health a!1t:h:Jrity fur the p.rrp::>ses" oE Article

4477-6a of the Texas Civil Statutes (locatErlin the 1985 SUpplenent "pocket,

part"), IBrticularly Sections 2.02(c) and 3.02 oE such statute.

Section 11: Declaration of Exercise of Police Po,..oer

This Ordinance is enacted p.rr-suant to a firrling try the Cameronco..mty

Camtissiohers Cburt that this ordinance is necessary fur the imrrediate p:"eser-

vation of the p.lbiic peace , health, v.elfare and safety.

Section 12: Repealer

All ordinances or pert.s of ordinances or po.Li.cLes of CameronCcunty in

conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are expressly repealed.

nus OODINAN2Eshall be effective fran and after the 1st my of M3.rch,

1985~

THIS ORDINAN:::E ....aspissed an:1approved en the" 11th day of February. 1965,

ATI'EST:

"MIKES:-!EUXlN, Cbunty Clerk
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AN aIDlNAN::E CF 0'>.MEfa.IClJUNI'Y,PRCMULGATED
PURSUANT'IO ARrICIE 4477-{;A CF 'THE TEXAS


CIVIL S1'A'IUI'ES, 'IO RffiUIATE rna.M.JN:; AADSI'RAY
OCGS NIT> CATS ill t.NnmRroRATED AREASCF CAMERON


CCUNI"{, TEXAS, A FOLITlCAL gmDIVISION CF THE
srATE CF TEXAS: PROfilBITllJ:; ro::;s ANDO\TS 'ID RJN
AT I.AIa ill SJai AREAS: REUJIRIN3 'IHE RESI'RAIm'


OF SJ<:H /lNIMALS: ffiCI.ARIN3STRAYOR lNRESTRAINED
roes NID CATS 'IO BE A FUBLIC lUI~: PROVIDIN3
FOR 'IHE IMro..JNCt1ENl'CF SJQI STRAYOR UNRESTRAINED


OCGS ANDCATS: RmJIRI.N3 THE REDISTRATIONAND
LICENSIN3 CF [X)3S !>NO O\TS IN UNIN:DRroRATEDAREAS


OF C1IMEFONClXJNI'Y:REl:JJIRI~ 'IHE VACCINATIONCF ro::;s
ANDCATS IN SUO! AREAS; ProVIDIN3 FDR PENALTIESFUR


VIOLATICNSCF 'IHIS ORDINAOCE:BARRIN3THE CUAL
APPLICATIONCF reo NID CAT a:::NIroL OODINAN::::ES;


DESIGNATIN3A HEALTHCFFlCER: rECLARIt-U SJai ORDINANCE
TO BE [>.N EXERCISECF 'lliE CIXJNIY'S ,.KlLICE" PCMER;


SE'ITIN3 FORm A REPEALER


BE IT RESOLVED,'llii\T on M:lr1day, I:ecErnber 10, 19B4, the Cameron Col!lt.y


Ccmnissioners Cburt, up::m the request of s::rne of the residents of the mi.!lC':;;·-


porated. areas of Cameron ~ty, o:n::1u::ted a Public Hearin:J at the Cemcron


County <burthouse to consider arrl apprcNe the draftin:J of a Comty Orxli.nartc e , as


autlurized by ArtLcle 4477-6a of the Texas Civil Statutes (loc:atErl in t]['" 1985


Supplenent "pocket, p:irt"), to re;ulate room.in:j a.rrl stray dc:gs .and cat s i.n t~ie


unIncorpor'at.ed areas of Cameron Camty, a po.l.Lt.i.ce.Lvauod i.vLsi.on of the S'.:..:!t.eof


Texas.


BE IT FESOLVID, 'lliAT at such Hearin:J, the fullONin:J firrlin:Js w=re nnde Ly


the Cameron OJunty o:mnissioners 0Jurt:


1 - Cameron oxmty, actio.:J by am. through the cameron


Coo.mty o:mnissioners COJrt, is concerned with the


health, safety an:} general ....elfare of the citizens


. a.rrl residents of the Camty,an:l the safe, orderly


and ,healthy developnent of the OJunty.


2 - S<:me of the citizens of the mtncorporaced areas of


Cameron OJunty have o:::ntacterl the Carreron OJunty


Comtissioners 0Jurt an::}requeated their assistance


in regulatio.:J roamin:J an:l st.raydoqs am oats in su::h


areas.







3 - The said roami.n3ard stray dogs arrl cats can an:'!do


constitute a threat to the health, safety arrl ~nel:al


welfare of the ciHzens arrl residents of the Ccunty,


as -..ell as the safe, orderly ard healthy revelq:xrent


of the County.


4 - CameronCounty can ~ulate su::::hroarnl.n3stray dogs arrl


cats 1:¥ ordinance, p.Irsuant to Article 4477-6a of the


Texas Civil Statutes (located in the SupplEIrent "pocket


part"), p:1rticularly section 3.08 of su::::hAct.


5 - CameronCounty, actin:] 1:¥ an:1 through the cemeronca.mty


Cormissioners OAlrt, wishes to enact an ordinance to


regulate such rrob1em.


BE IT RESOLVEn, 'lW\T at the ronc1usioo of the said Public Hearirg, the


CameronO::luntya:mnissioners 0Alrt voced to approve the draftirg of scch a


CoI.lnty Ordinance, ard further, directerl the CameronCo..!nty AttOrney's 0 f f ice to


prepare such an Ordinance.


BE IT RESOLVEn, 'mAT said Coonty Attorney' 8 Office drafte::l. su::h an


Ordinance, Nurroer 1985·1, an:1 GUbnitte::l.same to the Cclmeronca.mty O::mnissicners


court fur a::loptioo •


BE IT RESOLVED, 'mAT said Ordinance,. N\JTber1985-1, vas subnitte:i fur


approval, at a Public Heari~ en t1:n:lay, February 11, 1985, a:n:h.x::terl'of Cameron


County O:nmissiooers OJurt, to a:nsider ard approve the edcpt Lon of aca.:nty


Ordinance, as auth:>rizoo bf Article 4477-6a of the Texas Civil Statutes (Lccated


in the 1985 s\.Wlement "pocket, put"), to ~ulate roami~ arrl stray do;s am


cats in the minooq:oraterl areas of Carreronca.mty, a r:olitical subdivision of


the State of Texas.


BE rr RESOLVEn, 'mAT at the o::nclusion of said Public Heari~, tho Cameron


coonty O:nmissiooers 0Jurt voted to arprove the edoptLonof su::h a CountY


Ordinance.


turl, 'IHEREfORE, IT IS CRDE.RED by the came.rc ".a.m ty O:mnisaioners ea.u-t


that the full~ rules an:! regulations are cdcpted as a Comty Ordinance in


am fur CameronCounty, TeXasI t
t
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Section 1: Definitions


In this Ordinance, the fullCMin:r t.erms have the rreanirgs irrlicated:


(a) "Animal"rreans a dcg or a ca t.


(b) "HarOOri.n:(rreans the act of keeping ard carirg fur


a dcg or- cat or of provid i.rq p:emises to Wiich the


animal returns fur food, shelter or care fur a


period of at least ten (10) days,


(c) "Owner:" rreans any person, firm, or corpor-ation Wio


has a property right in an animal or ¥ho harcors


a dog or cat or al.Icws a dcg or cat to r'emai.n 01 or


about his pcemises for a period of at least ten


(10) days,


(d) "Person" rreans an irrlividual, corpore.t i.on, gaverrrnent


or g::Nerrrnental subdivision or cgency, business t.rust,


estate, trust, partnership, association, or any other


legal entity.


(e) "Pet" nea.ns any dog or cat rold or retained as a


bousebol.dpet.


(f) "Runni..rr:J at large" rreans rot canpletely confined ty


a b.l.ildi03, ....all, or fence of sufficient stren;Jth or


construction to restrain a dog or cat, except Wien


such animal is either 01 a leash or held in the nards


of the o-mer or keeper I or trrler direct supervision


of the o.mer within the limits of the o.mer's J:rivate


property. A d09 or cat within an autorobile or-other


vehicle of its ONnershall rot be de€med "runni.rq at


large."


(g) "Stray" rreans any dog or cat fur wich there is n::>


identifiable o,.meror hartorer wich l:Uf1S free with


-3-







ro fhysical restraint, arrl also incltrles "vtctcus"


dogs or cats.


(h) "Unincorporatoo area" rreans any part, of Cameron Ccunty,


Texas that is not already subject to the juris:Hction


of an Incorporaced city, to,.m, municip;llity or village


as reqards a dcg arrl cat o:ntrol ordinance.


(i) "Vicious" rreans any 0Cg or cat that has 01 two p:eviOJs


occasions, witrout IX"ovocation, attacked or bitten any


person or other animal, or, any cloj or cat -..hich the, '


coonty Health DepaJ:i:mmt has reason to believe has a


darqerous di.spos it.Lcc likely to be hatmfult:o pecpl,e


or other animals.


Section 21 Running At Large'


It shall be U1lal-.Eul fur oily o-ner to allo,.; any dog or cat o,.mooor kept by


him or U'der his control to run at large within any mi.ncorporated area of


Cameron C01m ty •


Section :3 1 Restraint of Mimals


(a) Any 0Cg or cat within any mincorporatoo area of Cameron Co..lntyIl1.ISt


be restrained 1:y its o-ner at all times 9:) as to pr-event su::h animal iron


nmnin;J at large or attackin; pecple or other animals (inclu:1in; rut rot l.imited


to d::g 5 or- cats) or des troyi n; thep:cperty of. arother r:erson .


(b) Such res train t ITB Y be aco::rnpli shed l:7j cx::nf inil"8 su::h animal with in a


b..llidirg, v.e.ll or fence of sufficient streIBth to restrain the animal, or alter-


natively, 1:y x.eepi~ su:h animal en a leash or held in the harrls of its 'OHn~ror


keeper, or altematively, l:7j keepi~ sU:::hanimal lnder the direct 8UJ:9rvision of


the o-ner or ~r within the limits of su::h o,.mer's or keeper's IX"ivat~ p:o-


perty.


Section 41 Public Nuisance


Any stray or uu-estrainoo d:g or cat in an ml.ncorporaced area of <::aJreron


co.mty, Texas is rereby declared to 'ce a p..1blic rui sance .
,,







Secticn 5: lrrip?mdrrent
(a) Any stray or mrestrained <kg or cat found in an m incorpor'at.ed area


of CarreronOJunty, Texas maybe det.ai.ned or impoundedby the Cameron Co..mty


Health Department , the CameronCounty Parks Sys ten, or such departrnent.s.


autbor ized a:rent or eqent.s.


(b) All such Impoundedanirnals will be kept fur a per i.od vof 3 days, except


in the case of a <kg or cat seized in o:::nnection with a "bi t inj incident" at:" as


part of a rabies investigation, arrl in such latter case, the imp:>undedanimals


will be kept fur a per'Lod of 10 days; after \J1ich, a humanedisposition will r.J2


made of each iztcLairned stray or mrestrained <kg or cat, upon the expiration of


the r'equi r ed Impoundment;per i.od, rut cn1y after cne of the said departments or


their authorize::! cgents have rrade a reasonable effort to locate the a..mel' of


said cbj or cat.


(c) Such departrrents shall maintain records of such Impoundroerit.sard .my


set d1arges fur the Impoundment,ard board Jrovide::! to any dcq or cat dur i.rq the


retention per i.od, to be paid by the OHIlerbefure release of the animal, subject


to the approval of the CameronCcunt.yO:::rnnissionersOAlrt; all such charges


shall be deposite::! in the CameronCamty Treasury fur the accamt of su::h


depart.rrents arrl shall be U3€dcn1y to help defray the expenae of edm.Lni.st.ret i.on


of this ordinance.


(d) The said departments arrl their cgents shall o::rnplywith those rules


adopt.ed by the Texas Ebard of Health establishi.n:l the min.irrumaoceptsabLe st:.a.n-


dards fur the, impouOOmentfacilities am fur the care of impoundedanimals.


Section 6: Registration aM Licensing


(a) It shall be mlawful fur any o-ner or parson to 0H!1, poases s or 'h~tor


a do3 or oat, within any trlincotpOrate::! area of ceroeronComty with:Jut bav i.nj


been registeroo arrl Ll.censed.with the CameronCCuntyHealth Department, mless


such <kg or cat, is already Li.censed in another Texas city or comty. Any ~rson


rrovin3 into the OJunty rnrst; reregister their dcg or cat with GameronCo.mty


within ten (10) days after such rrove.


(b) Said department shall maintain records of .such registrations am


1icen.ses issued.


(c) Said department rray collect a reasonable fee to register arid license


each an:ima.l, such fee to be approved by the CameronO::JJntyCcrrmi.asi.oners Cb-.l1:t.,
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arrl said fees shall be retafned by said departmmt to be used cnly to help


defray the expenses of the <rlrninistration of this OrcUnan~..


(d). Registration arrl licensf.n1 U1der this J;aragraph is valid fur cne :rear·


only, am any cat or cb;J nust be reregistere:l arrl relicense:l if there is a


chan:)e in OHnership.


Section 7: Vaccination


(a) N:> cat or cb;J rray be registered with:>ut first beirg vaccinata:1 in


accordance with this J;aragraph.


(b) The.OHnerof each cb;J or cat within an minccrporated area of Ol.-reron


County shall have such .arWnalvaccinate:l a;J'ainst rabies by the time said d~ or


eat is four rronths of a;e ari::l at regular intervals p;escri.be:3.by the 'I'exas lbard


of Health, '<.hichis currently roe year.


(c) Anyperson rrovirg into the 0:rJ:ntyshall o:mplywith this Ordinance


•..••ithin ten (10) days after su:::h rrove,


(d) A. veterinarian -...hovaccinates a do:l or cat a;!ainst rabies in eccor-


dance with this Ordinance shall issue to the OH\ierof the animal a Vaccination


.d ..:..>


Certificote in a furm ....nich/Teets the minimunstandards set Dt the T~as l.1Xl.ro


of Health.


.Section 8: Penalties


(a) A.parson cx:mnits an offense if: (1) he fails at" refuses to rcqbl;p,,,


or present fur registration any dcg or oat of Iohichhe is the o.mer an1 S1.X:::1


animal is require:l to be registere:l inder this Ordinance arrl scch d~ ot" Glt Is


within an unincorporated area of CameronCoJnty; (2) he allows aI'rf d~ IX c"t


OHnOO or kept by him or \rider his o:ntrol to l:\II1 at large or fails or refuses to


restrain any &::gor cat of ¥.hich he is the c-ner an::1su::h animal is requi red to


be registere:l an:1restraine:l mder this ordinance an::1su::h do; or cat is withtn


an mincoq:orated area of Cameron0:rJ:ntyror (3) he falls or refuSes to haVe


each 0Cg or cat of '<.hichhe is the OH\iervaccinated a:1ainst rabies an::1su::h lifli-


rral is required to be vaccinate:l mder this Ordinance an::1su:::hdO; or cat is


within an unincoq:orated area of cameronco.mty.


(b) An offense mder this J;arCl9raphis a Class Cmisdaneanor, pJnishable


by a fine rot to exceed $200.00.


Section 9: Barring Dual NYl iea tien of Control Ordinances
,


This Ordinance shall rot apply to arrJ f8t"t of CameronComty Wtere an







existing ordinance cover i.nq the subject of this Ordinance is already in eEfect.


Section 10: Health Officer


The Director of the cameron Ccmlty Health Departrrent is here,bY designate:'!


as the "officer to act as a local health a!1t:h:Jrity fur the p.rrp::>ses" oE Article


4477-6a of the Texas Civil Statutes (locatErlin the 1985 SUpplenent "pocket,


part"), IBrticularly Sections 2.02(c) and 3.02 oE such statute.


Section 11: Declaration of Exercise of Police Po,..oer


This Ordinance is enacted p.rr-suant to a firrling try the Cameronco..mty


Camtissiohers Cburt that this ordinance is necessary fur the imrrediate p:"eser-


vation of the p.lbiic peace , health, v.elfare and safety.


Section 12: Repealer


All ordinances or pert.s of ordinances or po.Li.cLes of CameronCcunty in


conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are expressly repealed.


nus OODINAN2Eshall be effective fran and after the 1st my of M3.rch,


1985~


THIS ORDINAN:::E ....aspissed an:1approved en the" 11th day of February. 1965,


ATI'EST:


"MIKES:-!EUXlN, Cbunty Clerk
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 



 



 



 



 



IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION  § BEFORE THE EXECUTIVE  
OF THE COUNTY OF CAMERON        § DIRECTOR OF THE TEXAS 
FOR A TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY  § COMMISSION ON  
CODE §366.031 ORDER    § ENVIRONMENTAL 



QUALITY             
                                                                                                                                      
On November 18, 2013, the Executive Director of the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality ("Commission" or "TCEQ"), considered the application of the 
County of Cameron for an Order pursuant to §366.031, Texas Health and Safety Code 
(THSC), and 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §285.10 of the rules of the 
Commission. 
 
No person has requested a public hearing on the application, therefore the Executive 
Director, on behalf of the Commission, is satisfied that the County of Cameron has 
satisfied the requirements of §366.031, THSC.  The Commission finds that the County of 
Cameron Order should be approved. 
 



FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
 1. The County of Cameron drafted a proposed Order which regulates on-site 



sewage facilities. 
 
 2. On October 6, 2013, the County of Cameron caused notice to be 



published, in a newspaper regularly published and of general circulation, 
in the County of Cameron’s area of jurisdiction, of a public meeting to be 
held on October 10, 2013. 



 
 3. The County of Cameron held a public meeting to discuss its proposed 



Order on October 10, 2013. 
 
 4. The County of Cameron Order regulating on-site sewage facilities was 



adopted on October 10, 2013. 
 
 5. A certified copy of the minutes was submitted to the Texas Commission 



on Environmental Quality. 
 
 6. A certified copy of the County of Cameron Order was submitted to the 



Commission. 
 
 7. The Order is at least equivalent to the standards of the Commission. 











CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
 1. The Commission has jurisdiction to issue Orders designating local 



governmental entities as authorized agents.  TEXAS WATER CODE ch. 5 
and TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE ch. 366. 



 
 2. The Commission may delegate uncontested matters to the Executive 



Director provided the required notice was given, the applicant agrees to 
the action and the application is uncontested.  TEXAS WATER CODE       
§ 5.122. 



 
3.  Notice of the County of Cameron’s intent to adopt a new County Order 



was properly provided.  TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 366.031 and 
TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE § 285.10. 



 
4.  The County of Cameron agreed to the proposed Order in writing. 



 
5.  The proposed Order is uncontested. 



 
6.  The County of Cameron’s proposed Order incorporates the Commission’s 



rules on abatement or prevention of pollution and prevention of injury to 
the public health; meets the Commission’s minimum requirements for 
on-site sewage disposal systems.  TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE        
§ 366.032. 



 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY THAT: 



 
 1. The County of Cameron is hereby authorized to implement its new County 



Order regulating on-site sewage facilities. 
 
 2. Any amendments to the County of Cameron Order must be approved by 



the Commission. 
 
 3. The Office of Chief Clerk of the Commission is directed to forward a copy 



of this Order and the County of Cameron’s adopted Order, marked as 
Exhibit “A,” to the County of Cameron and all other parties and to issue 
the Order and cause it to be recorded in the files of the Commission. 



 
 
 
Issued this date:       November 18, 2013                                 



        
 
      Executive Director 
      Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 











 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT A 
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OFFICE OF
RECORDING OFFICE
(512) 544-0815



COUNTY CLERK
CAMERON COUNTY COUNTY COURT



(512) 544-0848
P O. Box 2178



BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78522·2178



JOE G. RIVERA
COUNTY CLERK



TIlE STATE OF TEXAS §



COUNTY OF CAMERON §



I, Joe G. Rivera, County Clerk and Ex-Officio Clerk of the



Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas, do hereby certify



that the above and foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of



IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING AN ORDER REQUIRING FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS, RETAIL



FOOD STORES, AND MOBILE FOOD VENDING UNITS TO f1A VE A PERMIT IN ORDER TO OPERATE,



approved on March 07, 1995, and as it appears of record in the



Minutes of said Court.



In testimony whereof, witness my hand and the Seal of said
,



Court at office ln the City of Brownsville, Texas, this 09th day of



MARCH, 1995.



/











ORDER REQUIRING FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS,
RETAIL FOOD STORES AND MOBILE FOOD VENDING
UNITS TO HAVE A PERMIT IN ORDER TO OPERATE



WHEREAS, Chapter 437, Texas Health and Safety Code, provides counties and public
e,



health districts with authority to enforce state laws and rules adopted under state laws concerning



food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units and roadside food vendors; and



WHEREAS, Cameron County and public health districts may require permits, plan



review and inspections and may deny, suspend or revoke the permit if the food service



establishment, retail food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vendor is not in compliance



with state laws or state rules: and



WHEREAS, Cameron County is the entity enforcing state law and state rules for food



service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food vending units and roadside food vendors



throughout Cameron County except in all incorporated areas .



•
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED BY THE COMMISSIONER'S COURT OF



CAMERON COUNTY, Texas as follows:



Section L Definitions:



(1) The food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units and
roadside food vending units as used in this resolution and order shall mean and refer to those
located throughout: Cameron County except those located within the city limits of all
incorporated areas; ,



(2) "Regulatory Authority" shall mean and refer to the Cameron County Health
Department.



(3) "Authorized Agent or Employee" shall mean and refer to authorized personnel
of the Regulatory Authority.



Section 2. AuthQrity:











Code, Chapter 437, and Texas Department of Health, "Rules on Food Service Sanitation" 25
T.A.C., 229.161 - 229.173 and "Rules on Retail Food Store Sanitation" 25 T.A.C., 229.231 -
229.239.



Section 3. Permits:



(1) General. No person shall operate a food service establishment, or retail food
store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit who does not have a-valid permit to do
so issued by the Regulatory Authority. Only a person who complies with the requirements of
state laws and state rules shall be entitled to receive or retain such a permit. Permits are not
transferable from one person to another person. Permits for food service establishments and
retail food stores are also not transferable from one location to another location. No food
service establishment or retail food store may be required to obtain more than one permit
required by this order for a single location. A valid permit shall be posted in or on every food
establishment, unit or vendor regulated by this order.



(2) Exemptions. Food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units
or roadside food vending units operated solely by nonprofit organizations are exempt from the
permitting requirements of this order but are not exempt from compliance with state laws or
rules. The Regulatory Authority may require any information necessary to determine whether
an organization is nonprofit for purposes of this order.



(3) Issuance of Permits.



(a) Any person desiring to operate a food service establishment, retail
food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit shall make written application for a
permit to do so on forms provided by the



l



Regulatory Authority. Such application shall include
the name and address of each applicant, the location and type of proposed food service
establishment, retail food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit, and permit fee
as established by the Commissioner's Court.



(b) Prior to approval of an application for a permit, the Regulatory
Authority shall inspect the proposed food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food
unit or roadside food vending unit to determine compliance with state laws and rules.



, (c) The Regulatory Authority shall issue a permit to the applicant if its
inspection reveals that the proposed food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food
unit or roadside food vending unit complies with the requirements of state laws and rules. All
permits shall be renewed annually; proyided that temporary permits shall be obtained prior to
operating and each event shall be a separate licensing period not to exceed fourteen (14)
consecutive days.



(d) A person may renew a permit by making written application on forms
provided by the Regulatory Authority. Such application shall include the information described
in subsection (3), paragraph (a) of this section, and shall include arenewal fee as established by
the Commissioner's Court. . . . ..



".:
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(4) Denial. Suspension or Revocation of Permit. The Regulatory Authority may,
after providing opportunity for a hearing, deny, suspend or revoke a permit for violations of any
of the requirements of state laws or rules or this order or for interference with the Regulatory
Authority in, the performance of its duties. Prior to denial, suspension or revocation, the
Regulatory Authority shall notify the holder of the permit, or the person in charge, in writing
of the reason for which the permit is subject to denial, suspension or revocation, and that the
permit shall be denied, suspended or revoked at the end of the twenty (:30) days following
service of such notice unless a written request for a hearing is filed with the Regulatory
Authority by the holder of the permit. If no request for hearing is filed within the twenty (20)
day period, the denial, suspension or revocation of the permit becomes final.



(5) Service of Notices. A notice provided for in this order is properly served
when it is delivered to holder of the permit or the person in charge, or when it is sent by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last known address of the holder of the permits.
A copy of the notice shall be filed in the records of the Regulatory Authority.



(6) Hearings. The hearings provided for in this order shall be conducted by a
Hearing Officer designated by the Regulatory Authority at a time and place designated by the
Hearing Officer. Based on the evidence presented at such hearing, the Hearing Officer shall
make a final finding, and shall sustain, modify or rescind any notice or order considered in the
hearing. A written report of the hearing decision shall be furnished to the holder of the permit
by the Regulatory Authority.



(7) Application After Denial or Revocation. Whenever a denial or revocation
of a permit has become final, the holder of the denied or revoked permit may make written
application for a new permit.



Section 4. Review of Plans:



Whenever a food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food vending unit, or roadside
food vending unit is constructed or extensively remodeled and whenever an existing structure
is converted to use as a food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food vending unit,
or roadside food vending unit, properly prepared plans and specifications for such construction,
remodeling or conversion shall be submitted to the Regulatory Authority for review before
construction, remodeling or conversion begins. The plans and specifications shall indicate the
proposed layout, equipment arrangement, mechanical plans and construction materials of work
areas, and the type and model of proposed fixed equipment and facilities. The Regulatory
Authority shall approve the plans and specifications if they meet the requirements of state laws
and rules. No food service establishment, or retail food store, mobile food vending unit, or
roadside food vending unit shall be constructed, extensively remodeled, or converted except in
accordance with plans and specifications approved by the Regulatory Authority.



------------ ------_.------ ------------ -



Section 6. penalties: :.....:.,.,..,...,..--,:.....-...'!
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(1) A person commits an offense if the person operates a food service
establishment. retail food store, mobile food unit, or roadside food vendor without a permit
required by the county or public health district in which the establishment or store isoperating.



(2) An offense under section is a Class C misdemeanor.



'A



(3) Each day on which a violation occurs constitutes a separate offense.



Section 7.



If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this order is, for any reason,
held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be
deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the
validity of this order.



Section 8. Effective Date:



The provisions of this order shall take effect January I, 1995.



INTRODUCED, READ AND PASSED BY AN AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF THE CAMERON
COUNTY COMMISSIONER'S COURT ON THIS THE 11h DAY OF MARCH, 1995.



CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT



," " s t s , . ,A=b=s",-,e=no~t _,,\ '1, -



","'~'sS\~~.~~Se"'", Gilberto Hinojosa
" •.••~~..... ••••~(/..p'" Cameron County Judge
f(J.... \/-\ J // 'll



----#~~~_J_:=_~_i_-=:::;~::(' : : ~~ ~ ~
J . Rivera ~ c>\. y s / ~.J_ucino Rosenbaum



ame on County Clerr<~,,;· ..•...•....••.• ·\.~,;o·Commissioner of Precinct No. 1
"',,~~NCOUi'f';~"" /J I ~& !.r."1, •• ,.1'" [.~ ,t..fl;tt2---



-----='--""-'-=-----
Carlos H. Cascos
Cornrni sioner of Precin o. 2



James
Commissioner of



f/fir.
" :'.:..



. ~~."..
Commissioner of Precinct No. 4
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THE STATE OF TEXAS



ORDER II 1985-4



COUNTY OF CAMERON §



I



AN ORDER OF THE CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COURT, PRO~!uLGATED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE



4477-9a OF THE TEXAS CIVIL STATUTES, THE
LITTER ABATEMENT ACT, PARTICULARLY SECTION



5.09 OF SUCH ACT (CODIFII!:DAS "TEX. REV. ctv. STAT.
ANN. art. 4477 -9a, § 5.09 [Vernon Supp. 1985]"'),
ADOPTING PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT AND REMOVAL



OF A JUNKED VEHICLE AS A PUBLIC NUISANCE FROM
PRIVATE PROPERTY, PUBLIC PROPERTY, OR PUBLIC



RIGHTS-O~-WAY; SETTING FORTH C~RTAIN DEFINITIONS;
DECL~RING JUNKED VEHICLES TO BE A PUBLIC ~~ISANCE;



SETTING FORTH SUCH PROCEDURES; PROVIDING FOR
CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF SUCH



PUBLIC NUISANCES; BARRING THE DUAL APPLICATION OF
ORDINANCES; DECLARING SUCH ORDER TO BE AN EXERCISE OF
THE COUNTY'S "POLICE" POWER; SETTING FORTH A REPEALER



BE IT R~SOLVED that on Monday, August 12, 1985, at a Regular Meeting of the



Cameron County Commissioners Court, said Court, upon the request of the Cameron



County Health Department, conducted a Public Hearing at the Cameron County



Courthouse to consider and approve the adoption, by Cameron County, of proce-



dures for the abatement and removal of a junked vehicle or a part of a junked



vehicle as a public nuisance, from private property, public property, or public



rights-oE-way, pursuant to Article 4477-9a of the Texas Civil Statutes, the



Litter Abatement Act, particularly Section 5.09 of said Act.



BE IT RESO~VED that the Cameron County Commissioners Court published a



Notice of this Hearinl?\and of its intenc-i.onto adopt this Order in at least one



newspaper with general circulation in the County, stating the time and place of



the Public Hearing on the said Order and that interested persons may obtain



copies of the said Order from the Cameron County Commissioners Court.



BE IT RESOLVED that at such Public Hearing, the following findings were



made by the Cameron County Commissioners Court:



1 - Cameron County, acting by and through the Cameron



County Commissioners Court, is concerned wi th the



health, safety and general welfare of the citizens



and residents of the County, and the safe, orderly



and healthy development of the County.











2 - Some of the public officials of Cameron County have



contacted the Cameron County Commissioners Court and



requested their assistance in regulating junked and



abandoned vehicles in the unincorporated areas of



Cameron County.



3 - The lack of proper regulation constitutes a threat



to the health, safety and general welfare of the



citizens and residents of the County, as well as



the safe, orderly and healthy development of the



County.



4 - Cameron. County can adopt procedures to abate and



remove junked vehicles as a public nuisance, from



private property, public property, or public rights-



of-way, by Order of its Commissioners Court, pursuant



to Article 4477-9a of the Texas Revised Civil Stat-



utes, the Litter Abatement Act, particularly Section



5.09 of such Act.



5 - Cameron County, acting by and through the Cameron



County Commissioners Court, wishes to enact an



Order to regulate such problem.



BE IT RESGLVED that at the conclusion of the said Public Hearing, the



Cameron County Commissioners Court voted to approve the proposed Order, drafted



by the Ca~eron County Attorney's Office at the request of the Cameron County



Health Department.



NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED by the Cameron County Commissioners Court



that the following procedures are adopted in and for Cameron County, Texas:



Section 1: Definitions



In this Order, the following terms have the meanings indicated:



(a) "Abandoned motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle that



is inoperable and more than eight years old and left



unattended on public property for more than 48 hours,



or a motor vehicle that has remained illegally on pub-
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lic property for a period of more than 48 hours, or



a motor vehicle that has remained on private pro-



perty without the consent of the owner or person in



control of the property for more than 48 hours, or a



motor vehicle left unattended on the right-of-way of



a designated county, state, or federal highway within



this state for more than 48 hours.



(b) "Antique auto" means a passenger car or truck that



was manufactured in 1925 or before or a passenger car



or truck that is at least 35 years old.



(c) "CoLl.ec.tor" means the owner of one or more antique or



special interest vahLcLes who collects, purchases,



acquires, trades, or disposes of special interest or



antique vehicles or parts of them for personal use in



order to restore, preserve, and maintain an antique



or special interest vehicle for historic interest.



(d) "Junked vehicle" means a motor vehicle as defined in



Section 1, Chapter 42, General Laws, Acts of the 41st



Legislature, 2nd Called Session, 1929 (Article 6701d-



11, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), that: (1) is ioo-



perative, does not have lawfully affixed to it both
.•.
an unaxpi rad license plate and a valid motor vehicle



safety inspection certificate, and that is wrecked,



dismantled, partially dismantled, or discarded; or



(2) remains inoperable for a continuous period of



more than 120 days.



(e) "Hotor vehicle" means a motor vehicle subject to



registration under the Certificate of Title Act



(Article 6687-1, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes).



(f) "Public nuisance" means a )~nked vehicle located in



a place where it is visible from a public place or



public right-of-way.
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(g) "Special interest vehicle" means a motor vehicle



of any age that has not been altered or modified



from original manufacturer's specifications and,



because of its historic interest, is being pre-



served by hobbyists.



Section 2: Public Nuisance



A junked vehicle that is located in a place where it is visible from a



public place or public right-of-way is detrimental to the safety and welfare of



the general public, tends to reduce the value of private property, invites van-



dalism, creates fire hazards, constitutes an attractive nuisance creating a



hazard to the health and safety of minors, and is detrimental to the economic



welfare of the County by producing blight adverse to the maintenance and con-



tinuing development of this County, and therefore, a junked vehicle in an



unincorporated area of Cameron County, Texas is hereby declared to be a public



nuisance.



Section J: Procedures For Abating Nuisance



The following procedures will be utilized for abating and removing junked



vehicles, which have been declared to be a public nuisance:



(a) Notice: Private Property



Where the nuisance is located on private property,



a notic~ must be mailed by certified mail, with as-day



return requeeted, to: (1) the last known registered



owner of the junked motor vehicle; (2) any lien holder



of record; and (3) the owner or occupant of the private



premises on which the public notice exists. Such' notice



must state: (1) the nature of the public nuisance on



private property; (2) that such public nuisance must be



removed and abated within 10 days; and (3) that a request



for a hearing on such removal and abatement must be made



before t~e expiration of the said lO-day period. If any



notice is returned undelivered by the United States Pos-



tal Service, official action to abate the nuisance shall



be continued to a date not less than 10 days after the



date of such return.
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(b) Notice: Public PrOperly



Where the nuisance is located on publi~ propetty, a



notice must be sent by certified mail, with a 5-day return



I requested, to: (1) the last known registered owner of



the junked motor vehicle; (2) any lien holder of record;



and (3) the owner or occupant of the public premises or



the owner or occupant of the premises adj acent to the



public right-of-way on which the public nuisance exists.



Such notice must state: (1) the nature of the public



nuisance on public property or on a public right-of-way;



(2) that such public nuisance must be removed and abated



within 10 days; and (3) that a request for a hearing on



such removal and abatement must be made before the expir-



ation of the said IO-day period. If any notice is



returned undelivered by the United States Postal Service,



official action to abate the nuisance shall be continued



to a date not less than 10 days after the date of such



return.



(c) Public Hear~



After said notice is given, a Public Hearing shall be



conducted by the Director of the Cameron County Health



Department, or his designated representative, who are
•..



hereby des~gnated by·the Cameron County Commissioners



Court as the Hearing Officers for such matters, if such



hearing is requested by the OONTIer or occupant of the



publit or private premises or by the owner or occupant



of the premises adjacent to the public right-of-way on



which the vehicle lS located within 10 days after service



of the notice to abate the nuisance. No vehicle or vehi-



cie part may be removed as a public nuisance without a



Public Hearing being conducted by one of the said Hearing



Officers. Upon the conclusion of the said hearing, regard-



less of whether any interested party appears or not, if the



Hearing Officer determines that the junked vehicle in ques-
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tion is a ~ublic nuisance, such vehicle may be removed pur-



suant to an "order" of such Hearing Officer, requiring the



removal of a vehicle or vehicle ~rt, setting forth a des-
~..'



cription of the vehicle, the correct vehicle identification



number, and the license number of the vehicle, if the infor-



mation is available at the site.



(d) No Reconstruction of Removed Vehicle



Once a vehicle has been removed, for constituting a



public nuisance, it cannot be subsequently reconstructed or



made operable.



ee) ~otice to State Department of Highways



Once a vehicle has been removed, notice must be given



of such action to the Texas (State) Department of Highways



and Public Transportation not later than the fifth day aft~r



the date of removal. Such notice must identify the vehicle



part involved.



(f) Exempt Vehicles



These procedures do not apply to: (1) a vehicle or



vehicle part that is completely enclosed within a building



in a lawful manner, where it is not visible from the street
~



or other public or private property; (2) a vehicle or vehicle



part that i; stored or parked in a lawful manner on private.property in connection with the business of a licensed



vehicle dealer or junkyard; or (3) an unlicensed, operable



or inoperable, antique or special interest vehicle stored



by a collector on the collector's property. The exemptions



granted in subsections (2) and (3) herein apply only if the



vehicle and the outdoor storage area are maintained in a



manner such that they do not constitute a health hazard



and are screened from ordinary public view by means of a



fence, rapidly growing trees, shrubbery, or other appro-



priate means.
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~Administration



These procedures shall be administered by the Cameron



County Health Department through its duly authorized agents,



employees, and representatives, who constitute regularly



salaried, full-time employees of Cameron County. However,



the removal of a vehicle or vehicle part (from property)



may be done by any duly authorized person.



(h) Additional Remedies



In the event that a public nuisance is not removed and



abated, and a hearing is not requested within the IO-day



period provided for above, any citizen may file a complaint



concerning such public nuisance in a Justice of the Peace



Court for the appropriate precinct involved.



(i) Disposal of Junked Vehicles



A junked vehicle or vehicle part may be disposed of by



removal to a scrapyard or demolisher for processing as scrap



or salvage, pursuant to the requirements of the Litter Abate-



ment Act and related laws.



(j) Obstruction to Traffic



This Order does not affect any existing law author-



lzing the immediate removal, as an obstruction to t ra f f Lc ,..
of a vehicle left on public property.



The Cameron County Health Department, Rnd its duly



authorized agents, employees, and representatives, ~TIO



have been authorized heretofore to administer the pro-



cedures set forth in this Order, may, pursuant to Sec-



tion 5.11 of Article 4477-9a of the Texas Civil Statutes,



enter private property to: (I) examine a vehicle or



vehicle part; (2) obtain information as to the identity



of the vehicle; or (3) remove or cause the removal of



a vehicle or vehicle part that constitutes a nuisance.



Moreover, a Justice of the Peace Court may issue orders
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necessar o enforce the procedures set f " herein.



Section 4: Criminal Penalties



A person commits an offense if that person maintains a public nuisance as



defined in Section 1 (f) and Section 2 of this Order. A person who commits an



offense under this section is, upon conviction, subject to a fine not to exceed



$200. On conviction, the court shall order removal and abatement of the



nuisance.



Section 5: Barring Dual Application of Ordinances



This Order shall not apply to any part of Cameron County where an existing



City Ordinance covering the subject of this Order is already in effect.



Section 6: Declaration of Exercise of Police Power



This Order is enacted pursuant to a finding by the Cameron County Commis-



sioners Court that this Order is necessary for the preservation of the public



peace, health, welfare and safety.



Section): Repealer



All orders or parts of orders or policies of Cameron County in conflict



with the provisions of this Order are expressly repealed.



* * * * *
THIS ORDER shall be effective from and after the 12th day of August, 1985.



THIS ORDER was passed and approved on the 12th day of August, 1985, by the



Cameron county"Commissioners Court.



BY:~~ __~~~ __~ ~~ _
Moises V. Vela, County Judge



BY:~~~~ ~ ~ __ ~~ ~ _
D. J. Lerma, County Commissioner I



BY:------Miguel P. (Mike) Cortinas, Jr.,
County Commissioner II



BY:
Adolph Thomae, Jr., County



Commis5ioner III



-8-













THE STATE OF TEXAS §
§



COUNTY OF CAMERON §



ORDER
WHEREAS, V.T.c.A.; Health and Safety Code, Section 121.003, enables the Commissioners



Court to grant to a county employee the authority to issue citations in an unincorporated area of the
county to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health;



WHEREAS, the Cameron County Commissioners Court desires to grant seven (7) Health
Department employees the authority to issue citations in the unincorporated areas of Cameron
County to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health; and



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED by the Commissioners Court of Cameron County,
pursuant to V.T.CA., Health and Safety Code, Section 121.003, that it hereby grants seven (7)
Health Department employees the authority to issue citations in the unincorporated areas of Cameron
County to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health



ADOPTED this 12th day of August, 2003.



CAMERON CO



'-'J..}-JLfl-JRTO INOJOSA



ntYJQ .
' ..iJ.}j~-
JO WOOD
Commissioner Pct. #2



~L-(~
DAVIDA. G A
Commissioner Pet. #3



EDNA TAMAYO
Commissioner Pet. #4



















































































TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 


 


 


 


 


IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION  § BEFORE THE EXECUTIVE  
OF THE COUNTY OF CAMERON        § DIRECTOR OF THE TEXAS 
FOR A TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY  § COMMISSION ON  
CODE §366.031 ORDER    § ENVIRONMENTAL 


QUALITY             
                                                                                                                                      
On November 18, 2013, the Executive Director of the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality ("Commission" or "TCEQ"), considered the application of the 
County of Cameron for an Order pursuant to §366.031, Texas Health and Safety Code 
(THSC), and 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §285.10 of the rules of the 
Commission. 
 
No person has requested a public hearing on the application, therefore the Executive 
Director, on behalf of the Commission, is satisfied that the County of Cameron has 
satisfied the requirements of §366.031, THSC.  The Commission finds that the County of 
Cameron Order should be approved. 
 


FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
 1. The County of Cameron drafted a proposed Order which regulates on-site 


sewage facilities. 
 
 2. On October 6, 2013, the County of Cameron caused notice to be 


published, in a newspaper regularly published and of general circulation, 
in the County of Cameron’s area of jurisdiction, of a public meeting to be 
held on October 10, 2013. 


 
 3. The County of Cameron held a public meeting to discuss its proposed 


Order on October 10, 2013. 
 
 4. The County of Cameron Order regulating on-site sewage facilities was 


adopted on October 10, 2013. 
 
 5. A certified copy of the minutes was submitted to the Texas Commission 


on Environmental Quality. 
 
 6. A certified copy of the County of Cameron Order was submitted to the 


Commission. 
 
 7. The Order is at least equivalent to the standards of the Commission. 







CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
 1. The Commission has jurisdiction to issue Orders designating local 


governmental entities as authorized agents.  TEXAS WATER CODE ch. 5 
and TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE ch. 366. 


 
 2. The Commission may delegate uncontested matters to the Executive 


Director provided the required notice was given, the applicant agrees to 
the action and the application is uncontested.  TEXAS WATER CODE       
§ 5.122. 


 
3.  Notice of the County of Cameron’s intent to adopt a new County Order 


was properly provided.  TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 366.031 and 
TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE § 285.10. 


 
4.  The County of Cameron agreed to the proposed Order in writing. 


 
5.  The proposed Order is uncontested. 


 
6.  The County of Cameron’s proposed Order incorporates the Commission’s 


rules on abatement or prevention of pollution and prevention of injury to 
the public health; meets the Commission’s minimum requirements for 
on-site sewage disposal systems.  TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE        
§ 366.032. 


 
 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY THAT: 


 
 1. The County of Cameron is hereby authorized to implement its new County 


Order regulating on-site sewage facilities. 
 
 2. Any amendments to the County of Cameron Order must be approved by 


the Commission. 
 
 3. The Office of Chief Clerk of the Commission is directed to forward a copy 


of this Order and the County of Cameron’s adopted Order, marked as 
Exhibit “A,” to the County of Cameron and all other parties and to issue 
the Order and cause it to be recorded in the files of the Commission. 


 
 
 
Issued this date:       November 18, 2013                                 


        
 
      Executive Director 
      Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
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OFFICE OF
RECORDING OFFICE
(512) 544-0815


COUNTY CLERK
CAMERON COUNTY COUNTY COURT


(512) 544-0848
P O. Box 2178


BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 78522·2178


JOE G. RIVERA
COUNTY CLERK


TIlE STATE OF TEXAS §


COUNTY OF CAMERON §


I, Joe G. Rivera, County Clerk and Ex-Officio Clerk of the


Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas, do hereby certify


that the above and foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of


IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING AN ORDER REQUIRING FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS, RETAIL


FOOD STORES, AND MOBILE FOOD VENDING UNITS TO f1A VE A PERMIT IN ORDER TO OPERATE,


approved on March 07, 1995, and as it appears of record in the


Minutes of said Court.


In testimony whereof, witness my hand and the Seal of said
,


Court at office ln the City of Brownsville, Texas, this 09th day of


MARCH, 1995.


/







ORDER REQUIRING FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS,
RETAIL FOOD STORES AND MOBILE FOOD VENDING
UNITS TO HAVE A PERMIT IN ORDER TO OPERATE


WHEREAS, Chapter 437, Texas Health and Safety Code, provides counties and public
e,


health districts with authority to enforce state laws and rules adopted under state laws concerning


food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units and roadside food vendors; and


WHEREAS, Cameron County and public health districts may require permits, plan


review and inspections and may deny, suspend or revoke the permit if the food service


establishment, retail food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vendor is not in compliance


with state laws or state rules: and


WHEREAS, Cameron County is the entity enforcing state law and state rules for food


service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food vending units and roadside food vendors


throughout Cameron County except in all incorporated areas .


•
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED BY THE COMMISSIONER'S COURT OF


CAMERON COUNTY, Texas as follows:


Section L Definitions:


(1) The food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units and
roadside food vending units as used in this resolution and order shall mean and refer to those
located throughout: Cameron County except those located within the city limits of all
incorporated areas; ,


(2) "Regulatory Authority" shall mean and refer to the Cameron County Health
Department.


(3) "Authorized Agent or Employee" shall mean and refer to authorized personnel
of the Regulatory Authority.


Section 2. AuthQrity:







Code, Chapter 437, and Texas Department of Health, "Rules on Food Service Sanitation" 25
T.A.C., 229.161 - 229.173 and "Rules on Retail Food Store Sanitation" 25 T.A.C., 229.231 -
229.239.


Section 3. Permits:


(1) General. No person shall operate a food service establishment, or retail food
store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit who does not have a-valid permit to do
so issued by the Regulatory Authority. Only a person who complies with the requirements of
state laws and state rules shall be entitled to receive or retain such a permit. Permits are not
transferable from one person to another person. Permits for food service establishments and
retail food stores are also not transferable from one location to another location. No food
service establishment or retail food store may be required to obtain more than one permit
required by this order for a single location. A valid permit shall be posted in or on every food
establishment, unit or vendor regulated by this order.


(2) Exemptions. Food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units
or roadside food vending units operated solely by nonprofit organizations are exempt from the
permitting requirements of this order but are not exempt from compliance with state laws or
rules. The Regulatory Authority may require any information necessary to determine whether
an organization is nonprofit for purposes of this order.


(3) Issuance of Permits.


(a) Any person desiring to operate a food service establishment, retail
food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit shall make written application for a
permit to do so on forms provided by the


l


Regulatory Authority. Such application shall include
the name and address of each applicant, the location and type of proposed food service
establishment, retail food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit, and permit fee
as established by the Commissioner's Court.


(b) Prior to approval of an application for a permit, the Regulatory
Authority shall inspect the proposed food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food
unit or roadside food vending unit to determine compliance with state laws and rules.


, (c) The Regulatory Authority shall issue a permit to the applicant if its
inspection reveals that the proposed food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food
unit or roadside food vending unit complies with the requirements of state laws and rules. All
permits shall be renewed annually; proyided that temporary permits shall be obtained prior to
operating and each event shall be a separate licensing period not to exceed fourteen (14)
consecutive days.


(d) A person may renew a permit by making written application on forms
provided by the Regulatory Authority. Such application shall include the information described
in subsection (3), paragraph (a) of this section, and shall include arenewal fee as established by
the Commissioner's Court. . . . ..


".:


, .." . ~:.,
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(4) Denial. Suspension or Revocation of Permit. The Regulatory Authority may,
after providing opportunity for a hearing, deny, suspend or revoke a permit for violations of any
of the requirements of state laws or rules or this order or for interference with the Regulatory
Authority in, the performance of its duties. Prior to denial, suspension or revocation, the
Regulatory Authority shall notify the holder of the permit, or the person in charge, in writing
of the reason for which the permit is subject to denial, suspension or revocation, and that the
permit shall be denied, suspended or revoked at the end of the twenty (:30) days following
service of such notice unless a written request for a hearing is filed with the Regulatory
Authority by the holder of the permit. If no request for hearing is filed within the twenty (20)
day period, the denial, suspension or revocation of the permit becomes final.


(5) Service of Notices. A notice provided for in this order is properly served
when it is delivered to holder of the permit or the person in charge, or when it is sent by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last known address of the holder of the permits.
A copy of the notice shall be filed in the records of the Regulatory Authority.


(6) Hearings. The hearings provided for in this order shall be conducted by a
Hearing Officer designated by the Regulatory Authority at a time and place designated by the
Hearing Officer. Based on the evidence presented at such hearing, the Hearing Officer shall
make a final finding, and shall sustain, modify or rescind any notice or order considered in the
hearing. A written report of the hearing decision shall be furnished to the holder of the permit
by the Regulatory Authority.


(7) Application After Denial or Revocation. Whenever a denial or revocation
of a permit has become final, the holder of the denied or revoked permit may make written
application for a new permit.


Section 4. Review of Plans:


Whenever a food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food vending unit, or roadside
food vending unit is constructed or extensively remodeled and whenever an existing structure
is converted to use as a food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food vending unit,
or roadside food vending unit, properly prepared plans and specifications for such construction,
remodeling or conversion shall be submitted to the Regulatory Authority for review before
construction, remodeling or conversion begins. The plans and specifications shall indicate the
proposed layout, equipment arrangement, mechanical plans and construction materials of work
areas, and the type and model of proposed fixed equipment and facilities. The Regulatory
Authority shall approve the plans and specifications if they meet the requirements of state laws
and rules. No food service establishment, or retail food store, mobile food vending unit, or
roadside food vending unit shall be constructed, extensively remodeled, or converted except in
accordance with plans and specifications approved by the Regulatory Authority.


------------ ------_.------ ------------ -


Section 6. penalties: :.....:.,.,..,...,..--,:.....-...'!
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(1) A person commits an offense if the person operates a food service
establishment. retail food store, mobile food unit, or roadside food vendor without a permit
required by the county or public health district in which the establishment or store isoperating.


(2) An offense under section is a Class C misdemeanor.


'A


(3) Each day on which a violation occurs constitutes a separate offense.


Section 7.


If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this order is, for any reason,
held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be
deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the
validity of this order.


Section 8. Effective Date:


The provisions of this order shall take effect January I, 1995.


INTRODUCED, READ AND PASSED BY AN AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF THE CAMERON
COUNTY COMMISSIONER'S COURT ON THIS THE 11h DAY OF MARCH, 1995.


CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT


," " s t s , . ,A=b=s",-,e=no~t _,,\ '1, -


","'~'sS\~~.~~Se"'", Gilberto Hinojosa
" •.••~~..... ••••~(/..p'" Cameron County Judge
f(J.... \/-\ J // 'll


----#~~~_J_:=_~_i_-=:::;~::(' : : ~~ ~ ~
J . Rivera ~ c>\. y s / ~.J_ucino Rosenbaum


ame on County Clerr<~,,;· ..•...•....••.• ·\.~,;o·Commissioner of Precinct No. 1
"',,~~NCOUi'f';~"" /J I ~& !.r."1, •• ,.1'" [.~ ,t..fl;tt2---


-----='--""-'-=-----
Carlos H. Cascos
Cornrni sioner of Precin o. 2


James
Commissioner of


f/fir.
" :'.:..


. ~~."..
Commissioner of Precinct No. 4
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THE STATE OF TEXAS


ORDER II 1985-4


COUNTY OF CAMERON §


I


AN ORDER OF THE CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COURT, PRO~!uLGATED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE


4477-9a OF THE TEXAS CIVIL STATUTES, THE
LITTER ABATEMENT ACT, PARTICULARLY SECTION


5.09 OF SUCH ACT (CODIFII!:DAS "TEX. REV. ctv. STAT.
ANN. art. 4477 -9a, § 5.09 [Vernon Supp. 1985]"'),
ADOPTING PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT AND REMOVAL


OF A JUNKED VEHICLE AS A PUBLIC NUISANCE FROM
PRIVATE PROPERTY, PUBLIC PROPERTY, OR PUBLIC


RIGHTS-O~-WAY; SETTING FORTH C~RTAIN DEFINITIONS;
DECL~RING JUNKED VEHICLES TO BE A PUBLIC ~~ISANCE;


SETTING FORTH SUCH PROCEDURES; PROVIDING FOR
CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF SUCH


PUBLIC NUISANCES; BARRING THE DUAL APPLICATION OF
ORDINANCES; DECLARING SUCH ORDER TO BE AN EXERCISE OF
THE COUNTY'S "POLICE" POWER; SETTING FORTH A REPEALER


BE IT R~SOLVED that on Monday, August 12, 1985, at a Regular Meeting of the


Cameron County Commissioners Court, said Court, upon the request of the Cameron


County Health Department, conducted a Public Hearing at the Cameron County


Courthouse to consider and approve the adoption, by Cameron County, of proce-


dures for the abatement and removal of a junked vehicle or a part of a junked


vehicle as a public nuisance, from private property, public property, or public


rights-oE-way, pursuant to Article 4477-9a of the Texas Civil Statutes, the


Litter Abatement Act, particularly Section 5.09 of said Act.


BE IT RESO~VED that the Cameron County Commissioners Court published a


Notice of this Hearinl?\and of its intenc-i.onto adopt this Order in at least one


newspaper with general circulation in the County, stating the time and place of


the Public Hearing on the said Order and that interested persons may obtain


copies of the said Order from the Cameron County Commissioners Court.


BE IT RESOLVED that at such Public Hearing, the following findings were


made by the Cameron County Commissioners Court:


1 - Cameron County, acting by and through the Cameron


County Commissioners Court, is concerned wi th the


health, safety and general welfare of the citizens


and residents of the County, and the safe, orderly


and healthy development of the County.







2 - Some of the public officials of Cameron County have


contacted the Cameron County Commissioners Court and


requested their assistance in regulating junked and


abandoned vehicles in the unincorporated areas of


Cameron County.


3 - The lack of proper regulation constitutes a threat


to the health, safety and general welfare of the


citizens and residents of the County, as well as


the safe, orderly and healthy development of the


County.


4 - Cameron. County can adopt procedures to abate and


remove junked vehicles as a public nuisance, from


private property, public property, or public rights-


of-way, by Order of its Commissioners Court, pursuant


to Article 4477-9a of the Texas Revised Civil Stat-


utes, the Litter Abatement Act, particularly Section


5.09 of such Act.


5 - Cameron County, acting by and through the Cameron


County Commissioners Court, wishes to enact an


Order to regulate such problem.


BE IT RESGLVED that at the conclusion of the said Public Hearing, the


Cameron County Commissioners Court voted to approve the proposed Order, drafted


by the Ca~eron County Attorney's Office at the request of the Cameron County


Health Department.


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED by the Cameron County Commissioners Court


that the following procedures are adopted in and for Cameron County, Texas:


Section 1: Definitions


In this Order, the following terms have the meanings indicated:


(a) "Abandoned motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle that


is inoperable and more than eight years old and left


unattended on public property for more than 48 hours,


or a motor vehicle that has remained illegally on pub-
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lic property for a period of more than 48 hours, or


a motor vehicle that has remained on private pro-


perty without the consent of the owner or person in


control of the property for more than 48 hours, or a


motor vehicle left unattended on the right-of-way of


a designated county, state, or federal highway within


this state for more than 48 hours.


(b) "Antique auto" means a passenger car or truck that


was manufactured in 1925 or before or a passenger car


or truck that is at least 35 years old.


(c) "CoLl.ec.tor" means the owner of one or more antique or


special interest vahLcLes who collects, purchases,


acquires, trades, or disposes of special interest or


antique vehicles or parts of them for personal use in


order to restore, preserve, and maintain an antique


or special interest vehicle for historic interest.


(d) "Junked vehicle" means a motor vehicle as defined in


Section 1, Chapter 42, General Laws, Acts of the 41st


Legislature, 2nd Called Session, 1929 (Article 6701d-


11, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), that: (1) is ioo-


perative, does not have lawfully affixed to it both
.•.
an unaxpi rad license plate and a valid motor vehicle


safety inspection certificate, and that is wrecked,


dismantled, partially dismantled, or discarded; or


(2) remains inoperable for a continuous period of


more than 120 days.


(e) "Hotor vehicle" means a motor vehicle subject to


registration under the Certificate of Title Act


(Article 6687-1, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes).


(f) "Public nuisance" means a )~nked vehicle located in


a place where it is visible from a public place or


public right-of-way.
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(g) "Special interest vehicle" means a motor vehicle


of any age that has not been altered or modified


from original manufacturer's specifications and,


because of its historic interest, is being pre-


served by hobbyists.


Section 2: Public Nuisance


A junked vehicle that is located in a place where it is visible from a


public place or public right-of-way is detrimental to the safety and welfare of


the general public, tends to reduce the value of private property, invites van-


dalism, creates fire hazards, constitutes an attractive nuisance creating a


hazard to the health and safety of minors, and is detrimental to the economic


welfare of the County by producing blight adverse to the maintenance and con-


tinuing development of this County, and therefore, a junked vehicle in an


unincorporated area of Cameron County, Texas is hereby declared to be a public


nuisance.


Section J: Procedures For Abating Nuisance


The following procedures will be utilized for abating and removing junked


vehicles, which have been declared to be a public nuisance:


(a) Notice: Private Property


Where the nuisance is located on private property,


a notic~ must be mailed by certified mail, with as-day


return requeeted, to: (1) the last known registered


owner of the junked motor vehicle; (2) any lien holder


of record; and (3) the owner or occupant of the private


premises on which the public notice exists. Such' notice


must state: (1) the nature of the public nuisance on


private property; (2) that such public nuisance must be


removed and abated within 10 days; and (3) that a request


for a hearing on such removal and abatement must be made


before t~e expiration of the said lO-day period. If any


notice is returned undelivered by the United States Pos-


tal Service, official action to abate the nuisance shall


be continued to a date not less than 10 days after the


date of such return.
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(b) Notice: Public PrOperly


Where the nuisance is located on publi~ propetty, a


notice must be sent by certified mail, with a 5-day return


I requested, to: (1) the last known registered owner of


the junked motor vehicle; (2) any lien holder of record;


and (3) the owner or occupant of the public premises or


the owner or occupant of the premises adj acent to the


public right-of-way on which the public nuisance exists.


Such notice must state: (1) the nature of the public


nuisance on public property or on a public right-of-way;


(2) that such public nuisance must be removed and abated


within 10 days; and (3) that a request for a hearing on


such removal and abatement must be made before the expir-


ation of the said IO-day period. If any notice is


returned undelivered by the United States Postal Service,


official action to abate the nuisance shall be continued


to a date not less than 10 days after the date of such


return.


(c) Public Hear~


After said notice is given, a Public Hearing shall be


conducted by the Director of the Cameron County Health


Department, or his designated representative, who are
•..


hereby des~gnated by·the Cameron County Commissioners


Court as the Hearing Officers for such matters, if such


hearing is requested by the OONTIer or occupant of the


publit or private premises or by the owner or occupant


of the premises adjacent to the public right-of-way on


which the vehicle lS located within 10 days after service


of the notice to abate the nuisance. No vehicle or vehi-


cie part may be removed as a public nuisance without a


Public Hearing being conducted by one of the said Hearing


Officers. Upon the conclusion of the said hearing, regard-


less of whether any interested party appears or not, if the


Hearing Officer determines that the junked vehicle in ques-
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tion is a ~ublic nuisance, such vehicle may be removed pur-


suant to an "order" of such Hearing Officer, requiring the


removal of a vehicle or vehicle ~rt, setting forth a des-
~..'


cription of the vehicle, the correct vehicle identification


number, and the license number of the vehicle, if the infor-


mation is available at the site.


(d) No Reconstruction of Removed Vehicle


Once a vehicle has been removed, for constituting a


public nuisance, it cannot be subsequently reconstructed or


made operable.


ee) ~otice to State Department of Highways


Once a vehicle has been removed, notice must be given


of such action to the Texas (State) Department of Highways


and Public Transportation not later than the fifth day aft~r


the date of removal. Such notice must identify the vehicle


part involved.


(f) Exempt Vehicles


These procedures do not apply to: (1) a vehicle or


vehicle part that is completely enclosed within a building


in a lawful manner, where it is not visible from the street
~


or other public or private property; (2) a vehicle or vehicle


part that i; stored or parked in a lawful manner on private.property in connection with the business of a licensed


vehicle dealer or junkyard; or (3) an unlicensed, operable


or inoperable, antique or special interest vehicle stored


by a collector on the collector's property. The exemptions


granted in subsections (2) and (3) herein apply only if the


vehicle and the outdoor storage area are maintained in a


manner such that they do not constitute a health hazard


and are screened from ordinary public view by means of a


fence, rapidly growing trees, shrubbery, or other appro-


priate means.
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~Administration


These procedures shall be administered by the Cameron


County Health Department through its duly authorized agents,


employees, and representatives, who constitute regularly


salaried, full-time employees of Cameron County. However,


the removal of a vehicle or vehicle part (from property)


may be done by any duly authorized person.


(h) Additional Remedies


In the event that a public nuisance is not removed and


abated, and a hearing is not requested within the IO-day


period provided for above, any citizen may file a complaint


concerning such public nuisance in a Justice of the Peace


Court for the appropriate precinct involved.


(i) Disposal of Junked Vehicles


A junked vehicle or vehicle part may be disposed of by


removal to a scrapyard or demolisher for processing as scrap


or salvage, pursuant to the requirements of the Litter Abate-


ment Act and related laws.


(j) Obstruction to Traffic


This Order does not affect any existing law author-


lzing the immediate removal, as an obstruction to t ra f f Lc ,..
of a vehicle left on public property.


The Cameron County Health Department, Rnd its duly


authorized agents, employees, and representatives, ~TIO


have been authorized heretofore to administer the pro-


cedures set forth in this Order, may, pursuant to Sec-


tion 5.11 of Article 4477-9a of the Texas Civil Statutes,


enter private property to: (I) examine a vehicle or


vehicle part; (2) obtain information as to the identity


of the vehicle; or (3) remove or cause the removal of


a vehicle or vehicle part that constitutes a nuisance.


Moreover, a Justice of the Peace Court may issue orders
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necessar o enforce the procedures set f " herein.


Section 4: Criminal Penalties


A person commits an offense if that person maintains a public nuisance as


defined in Section 1 (f) and Section 2 of this Order. A person who commits an


offense under this section is, upon conviction, subject to a fine not to exceed


$200. On conviction, the court shall order removal and abatement of the


nuisance.


Section 5: Barring Dual Application of Ordinances


This Order shall not apply to any part of Cameron County where an existing


City Ordinance covering the subject of this Order is already in effect.


Section 6: Declaration of Exercise of Police Power


This Order is enacted pursuant to a finding by the Cameron County Commis-


sioners Court that this Order is necessary for the preservation of the public


peace, health, welfare and safety.


Section): Repealer


All orders or parts of orders or policies of Cameron County in conflict


with the provisions of this Order are expressly repealed.


* * * * *
THIS ORDER shall be effective from and after the 12th day of August, 1985.


THIS ORDER was passed and approved on the 12th day of August, 1985, by the


Cameron county"Commissioners Court.


BY:~~ __~~~ __~ ~~ _
Moises V. Vela, County Judge


BY:~~~~ ~ ~ __ ~~ ~ _
D. J. Lerma, County Commissioner I


BY:------Miguel P. (Mike) Cortinas, Jr.,
County Commissioner II


BY:
Adolph Thomae, Jr., County


Commis5ioner III
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THE STATE OF TEXAS §
§


COUNTY OF CAMERON §


ORDER
WHEREAS, V.T.c.A.; Health and Safety Code, Section 121.003, enables the Commissioners


Court to grant to a county employee the authority to issue citations in an unincorporated area of the
county to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health;


WHEREAS, the Cameron County Commissioners Court desires to grant seven (7) Health
Department employees the authority to issue citations in the unincorporated areas of Cameron
County to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health; and


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED by the Commissioners Court of Cameron County,
pursuant to V.T.CA., Health and Safety Code, Section 121.003, that it hereby grants seven (7)
Health Department employees the authority to issue citations in the unincorporated areas of Cameron
County to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health


ADOPTED this 12th day of August, 2003.


CAMERON CO


'-'J..}-JLfl-JRTO INOJOSA


ntYJQ .
' ..iJ.}j~-
JO WOOD
Commissioner Pct. #2


~L-(~
DAVIDA. G A
Commissioner Pet. #3


EDNA TAMAYO
Commissioner Pet. #4




















































