THE STATE (F TEXAS §

§ ORDINANCE #1985-1

QOUNTY OF CAMERON v §

AN CRDINANCE (F CAMERON QOUNTY, PROMULGATED
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 4477-6A (F THE TEXAS
CIVIL STATUTES, TO REGULATE ROAMING AND STRAY
DOGS AND CATS IN WNINCORPORATED AREAS CF CAMERON
COUNTY, TEXAS, A FOLITICAL SUBDIVISION (F THE
STATE (F TEXAS; PROHIBITING DOGS AND CATS TO RUN
AT IARGE IN SUCH AREAS; REQUIRING THE RESTRAINT
OF SUCH ANIMALS; DECIARING STRAY OR BNRESTRAINED
DOGS AND CATS TO BE A PUBLIC NUISANCE; PROVIDING
FOR THE IMPOUNDMENT CF SUCH STRAY OR UNRESTRAINED
DOGS AND CATS; REQUIRING THE REGISTRATION AND
LICENSING CF DOGS AND CATS IN UNINCORPORATED AREAS
OF CAMERON CQOUNTY; REQUIRING THE VACCINATION CF DOGS
AND CATS IN SUCH AREAS; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS (F THIS ORDINANCE; BARRING THE DUAL
APPLICATION G DOG AND CAT (ONTROL ORDINANCES:
DESIGNATING A HEALTH CFFICER; [DECIARING SUCH ORDINANCE
TO BE AN EXERCISE OF THE OQOUNTY'S "POLICE" POWER;
SETTING FORTH A REPEALER

BE IT RESOLVED, ’mA"I' on Morday, Decgnber 10, 1984, the Cameron Caity
Camnissioners Court, upon thé request of same of the residents of the u’)".n\;:sr—
porated areas of Cameron County, conducted a Public Hearing at the Camerorn:
County Courthouse to oons’:ider and approve the drafting of a County Ordinance, as
authorized by Ai‘ticle 4477—6a_ of the Texas Civil Statutes (located in the 1985.
Supplement "pocket part"), to regulate roaming and stray dogs .and cats in the
unincorporated areas of Cameron County, a politicai ‘subdivision of the Sunte of
Texas.

BE IT RESOLVED, THAT at such Hearing, the following findings were rude ly 7
the Cameron County Oammissioners Court:

1 - Cameron County,b acting by and through the Cameron
County Comuissioners Court, is concermed with the
health, safety and general welfare of the citizens

" and residents of the County, ‘and the safe, orderly

and healthy development of the County.

2 - Samne of the citizens of the .mlnoorpo.rated areas of

| Cameron Caunty have ocontacted the Cameron County
Camissioners Court and requested their assistance
in regulating roaming and stray dogs and cats in such

’
r

areas.



3 ~ The said rcaming ard stray dogs and cats can amd do
constitute a threat to the health, safety and general

welfare of the citizens and residents of the Camty,
as well as the safe, orderly and healthy development

 of the County.

4 - Cameron County can regulate such roaming stray dogs and
cats by ordinance, pursuant to Article 4477-6a of the
Texas Civil Statutes (located in the Supplement "pocket

part"), particularly Section 3.08 of such Act.

5 - Cameron Caunty, acting by ard through the Cameron County
Canmndssioners Court, wishes to enact an ordinance to

regulate such problem.

BE IT RESOLVED, THAT at the conclusion of the said Public Hearing, the
Cameron County Commissioners Court wvoted to approve the drafting of such a
County Ordinance, and further, directed the Cameron Camty Attorney's Office to

prepare such an Ordinance.
BE IT RESQLVED, THAT said Camnty Attormey's Office drafted such an
Ordinance, Numer 1985-1, ard submitted same to the Cameron County Canmdssicners

Court for adoption.

BE 1T RESQLVED, THAT said Ordinance,. Number 1985-1, was submitted for
approval at a Public Hearing cn Morday, f‘ebmary 11, 1985, corducted by Cemeron
éounty Commissioners Court, to consider and approve the adoption of a Camty
Ordinance, as authorized by Article 4477-6a of the Texas Civil Statutes (located
in the 1985 Supplement "pocket part"), to regulate roaming and stray dogs ard
cats in the unincorporated areas of Cameron County, a political subdivision of

the State of Texas,
BE IT RESQLVED, THAT at the oonclusion of said Public Hearing, the Cameron

County Commissioners Court voted to approve the adoption of such a County

Ordinance.
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED by the Camerc “aumty Cawndssioners Court

that the following rules and regulations are adopted as a Comty Ordinance in

ard for Cameron County, Texas: ' Y

.



Section 1l: Definitions

In this Ordinance, the following terms have the meanings indicated:

(a) "Animal" means a dog or a cat.

(b) "Harboring" means the act of keeping and caring for
a dog or cat or of mroviding premises to which the
animal returns for food, shelter or care for a

period of at least ten (10) days.

(c) "Owner" means any person, firm, or corporation who
has a property right in an animal or who harbors
a dog or cat or allows a dog or cat to remain on or
about his premises for a period of at least ten

(10) days.

(d) "Person" means an individual, corporation, goverrment
or govermrmental subdivision or agency, business trust,
estate, trust, partnership, association, or any other

legal entity.

(e) "Pet" means any dog or cat sold or retained as a

household pet.

(f) "Running at large" means not cdmpletely confined by
a building, wall, or fence of gufficient strength or
construction to restrain a dog ar cat, except when
such animal is either on a leash or held in the hands
of the owner or keeper, or uder direct supervision
of the owner within the hmts of the owner's private
property. A dog or cat within an autamobile or cther

vehicle of its owner shall not be deemed "running at

large."

(g) "Stray" means any dog or cat for which there is mo

’

identifiable owner or harborer vhich runs free with

™



no physical restraint, and also includes “vicious"

dogs or cats.

(h) “"Unincorporated area" means any part of Cameron Camty,
Texas that is not already subject to the jurisdiction
of an incorporated city, town, mnicipality or village
as regards a dog and cat ocontrol ordinance.

(1) "Vicious" means any dog or cat that has cn two previcus
occasions, without provocation, attacked or bitten any
person or other animal, or, amy dog or cat vhich the -

- County Health Department has reason to believe has a
dangerous disposition likely to be hammful to people
or cther animals,

Section 2: Running At large
It shall be wnlawful for any owner to allow any dog or cat owned or kept by

him ar uwder his control to nmn at large within any wnincorporated area of

Cameron Coumty,

Section 3: Restraint of Animals

(a) Any dog or cat within any wunincorporated area of Cameron Caunty must
be restrained by its cwner at all times so as to prevent such animal fram
running at large ar attacking pecple or cther animals> (including but not limited
to dogs ar cats) or destroying the property of .another person.

(b) Such restraint may be accomplished by confining such animal within a
building, wall or fence of sufficient strergth to restrain the animal, or alter-
natively, by keeping such animal cn a leash or held in the hands of its owner or
keeper, or alternatively, by keeping such animal under the direct supervision of
the ower or keeper within the limits of such owner's or keeper's private pro-

perty.

Section 4: Public Nuisance

Any stray or unrestrained dog or cat in an wunincorporated area of Camevon

Caumnty, Texas ls hereby declared to be a public misance.

' vt



Section 5: Impoundment

(a) Any stray or unrestrained dog or cat found in an wmincorporated area

of Cameron County, Texas may be detained or impounded by the Cameron Comty
Health Department, the Cameron County Parks System, or such departments'

authorized agent or agents.

(b) A1l such nnpounded animals will be kept for a period of 3 days, except
in the case of a dog or cat seized in connection with a "bitirxj incident" or as
part of a rabies investigation, and in such latter case, the impounded animals
will be kept for a period of 10 days; after which, a humane disposition will be
made of each unclaimed stray or unrestrained dog or cat, upon the expiration of
the required impoundment period, but only after cne of the said departments or
their authorized agents have made a reasonable effort to locate the cwner of
said dog or cat.

(c) Such departments shall maintain records of such impoundments and ay
set ‘d\arges for the impoundment and board provided to any dag or cat during the
retention period, to be paid by the owner before release of the animal, subject
to the approval of the Cameron County Commissioners Court:; all such charges
shall be deposited in the Cameron County Treasury for thé acocount of such
departments and shall be used only to help defray the expense of administration
of this Ordinance.

(d) The said departments and gheir agents shall camply with those rules
adopted by the Texas Board of Health establishing the minimum acceptable stan—

dards for the impoundment facilities and for the care of impounded animals.

Section 6: Registration and Licensing

(a) It shall be unlawful for any owner or person to own, possess or -harbor
a dog or cat within any unincorporated area of Cameron County without haviny
been registered and licensed with the Cameron County Health Department, unless
such dog or cat is already licensed in another Texas city or county. Any person
moving into the County must reregister their dog or cat with Cameron County
within ten (10) days after such move.

(b) Said department shall reintain records of such registrations and
licenses issued.

(c) Said department may collect a reasonable fee to register and license

each animal, such fee to be approved by the Cameron County Camnissioners Jourt,



and sald fees ghall be retained by said department to be used cnly to help
defray the expenses of the administration of this Ordinance..

(d). Registration and licensing under this paragraph is valid for cne year
only, and any cat or dog must be reregistered and relicensed if there is a

change in ownership.

Section 7: Vaccination

(a) No cat or dog may be registered without first being vaccinated in
accordance with this paragraph.

(b) The owner of each dog or cat within an wunincorporated area of Cameron
County shall have such animal vaccinated against rabies by the time said dog or
cat is four months of age and at regular intervals prescribed by the Texas Board
of Health, which is currently cne year.

(c) Any person moving into the County shall camply with this Orﬂinancé
within ten (10) days after such nove.

(d) A veterinarian who vaccinates a dog or cat against rabies in accor-

dance with this Ordinance shall issue to the owmner of the animal a Vaccination

Certiflcate in a form which meets the minimum standards set by the Texas Inard

of Health.

"Section 8: Penalties

(a) A person camnits an offense if: (1) he fails or refuses to rogiste:
or present for reglstration any dog or eat ‘o_f vhich he is the owner and such
animal is required to be registered under this Ordinance and such dog or cat is
within an unincorporated area of Cameron Comty; (2) he allows any dog or cat
owned or kept by him or under his control to run at large or fails or refuses to
restrain any dog or cat of which he is the owner and such animal is required to
be registered and restrained under this ardinance and such dog or cat is within
an wnincorporated area of Camercn Countys or (3) he fails or refuses to have
each dog or cat of which he is the owner vaccinated against rables and suwch ani-
mal is required to be vaccinated wnder thie Ordinance and such dog or cat is
within an wnincorporated area of Cameron Caunty.

(b) An offense under this paragraph is a Class C misdemeanor, pmisnhable

by a fine mot to exceed $200.00.

Section 9: Barring Dual Application of Control Ordinances

This Ordinance shall not apply to any part of Cameron County where an




existing ordinance oowering the subject of this Ordinance is already in effect.

Section 10: Health Officer

The Director of the Cameron Conty Health Department is hereby designated
as the "officer to act as a local health authority for the purposes" of Article
4477-6a of the Texas Civil Statutes (located in the 1985 Supplement ''pocket

part"), particularly Sections 2.02(c) ard 3.02 of such statute.

Section 11: Dec_lamtion of Exercise of Police Power

This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to a finding by the Cameron County
Camissiohers Court that this Ordinance is necessary for the immediate mreser—

vation of the public peace, health, welfare and safety.

Section 12: Repealer

All ordinances or parts of ordinances‘ar: policies of Cameron County in
conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are expressly repealed.
THIS ORDINANCE shall be effective fram and after the lst day of March,

1985.
THIS ORDINANCE was passed ard approved on the 1lth day of February, 1985,

é?/é’( 4Ly l/ \/‘Z’“

Mo:.ses V. Vela, County Judge -

. o\
BY: ép/k‘/

D. J. Le Caunissioner 1

v Wi/ /ZZZZM Q/—

MJ.guel/P ‘(Mike) Cortinas, Jr.,
Oounty Commissioner I1

by the Cameron County Oamuissioners Court.

-

BY: / Q?// AL
Adolph Thomae'/Jr:, County / ]
Caumiss er IIL

TG T 10

Tony Gutyérréz, County Commiss yﬂer v

ATTEST:

ride LAl

MIKE SHELDON, County Clerk

- -
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’
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™





no physical restraint, and also includes “vicious"

dogs or cats.
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- County Health Department has reason to believe has a
dangerous disposition likely to be hammful to people
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the ower or keeper within the limits of such owner's or keeper's private pro-

perty.

Section 4: Public Nuisance

Any stray or unrestrained dog or cat in an wunincorporated area of Camevon

Caumnty, Texas ls hereby declared to be a public misance.

' vt





Section 5: Impoundment

(a) Any stray or unrestrained dog or cat found in an wmincorporated area

of Cameron County, Texas may be detained or impounded by the Cameron Comty
Health Department, the Cameron County Parks System, or such departments'

authorized agent or agents.

(b) A1l such nnpounded animals will be kept for a period of 3 days, except
in the case of a dog or cat seized in connection with a "bitirxj incident" or as
part of a rabies investigation, and in such latter case, the impounded animals
will be kept for a period of 10 days; after which, a humane disposition will be
made of each unclaimed stray or unrestrained dog or cat, upon the expiration of
the required impoundment period, but only after cne of the said departments or
their authorized agents have made a reasonable effort to locate the cwner of
said dog or cat.

(c) Such departments shall maintain records of such impoundments and ay
set ‘d\arges for the impoundment and board provided to any dag or cat during the
retention period, to be paid by the owner before release of the animal, subject
to the approval of the Cameron County Commissioners Court:; all such charges
shall be deposited in the Cameron County Treasury for thé acocount of such
departments and shall be used only to help defray the expense of administration
of this Ordinance.

(d) The said departments and gheir agents shall camply with those rules
adopted by the Texas Board of Health establishing the minimum acceptable stan—

dards for the impoundment facilities and for the care of impounded animals.

Section 6: Registration and Licensing

(a) It shall be unlawful for any owner or person to own, possess or -harbor
a dog or cat within any unincorporated area of Cameron County without haviny
been registered and licensed with the Cameron County Health Department, unless
such dog or cat is already licensed in another Texas city or county. Any person
moving into the County must reregister their dog or cat with Cameron County
within ten (10) days after such move.

(b) Said department shall reintain records of such registrations and
licenses issued.

(c) Said department may collect a reasonable fee to register and license

each animal, such fee to be approved by the Cameron County Camnissioners Jourt,





and sald fees ghall be retained by said department to be used cnly to help
defray the expenses of the administration of this Ordinance..

(d). Registration and licensing under this paragraph is valid for cne year
only, and any cat or dog must be reregistered and relicensed if there is a

change in ownership.

Section 7: Vaccination

(a) No cat or dog may be registered without first being vaccinated in
accordance with this paragraph.

(b) The owner of each dog or cat within an wunincorporated area of Cameron
County shall have such animal vaccinated against rabies by the time said dog or
cat is four months of age and at regular intervals prescribed by the Texas Board
of Health, which is currently cne year.

(c) Any person moving into the County shall camply with this Orﬂinancé
within ten (10) days after such nove.

(d) A veterinarian who vaccinates a dog or cat against rabies in accor-

dance with this Ordinance shall issue to the owmner of the animal a Vaccination

Certiflcate in a form which meets the minimum standards set by the Texas Inard

of Health.

"Section 8: Penalties
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be registered and restrained under this ardinance and such dog or cat is within
an wnincorporated area of Camercn Countys or (3) he fails or refuses to have
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mal is required to be vaccinated wnder thie Ordinance and such dog or cat is
within an wnincorporated area of Cameron Caunty.

(b) An offense under this paragraph is a Class C misdemeanor, pmisnhable

by a fine mot to exceed $200.00.
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existing ordinance oowering the subject of this Ordinance is already in effect.
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é?/é’( 4Ly l/ \/‘Z’“

Mo:.ses V. Vela, County Judge -

. o\
BY: ép/k‘/

D. J. Le Caunissioner 1

v Wi/ /ZZZZM Q/—

MJ.guel/P ‘(Mike) Cortinas, Jr.,
Oounty Commissioner I1

by the Cameron County Oamuissioners Court.

-

BY: / Q?// AL
Adolph Thomae'/Jr:, County / ]
Caumiss er IIL

TG T 10

Tony Gutyérréz, County Commiss yﬂer v
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ride LAl

MIKE SHELDON, County Clerk

- -







TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION
OF THE COUNTY OF CAMERON

FOR A TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY
CODE §366.031 ORDER

BEFORE THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF THE TEXAS
COMMISSION ON
ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY

w) W W W

On November 18, 2013, the Executive Director of the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality ("Commission™ or "TCEQ"), considered the application of the
County of Cameron for an Order pursuant to §366.031, Texas Health and Safety Code
(THSC), and 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 8§285.10 of the rules of the
Commission.

No person has requested a public hearing on the application, therefore the Executive
Director, on behalf of the Commission, is satisfied that the County of Cameron has
satisfied the requirements of §366.031, THSC. The Commission finds that the County of
Cameron Order should be approved.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The County of Cameron drafted a proposed Order which regulates on-site
sewage facilities.

2. On October 6, 2013, the County of Cameron caused notice to be
published, in a newspaper regularly published and of general circulation,
in the County of Cameron’s area of jurisdiction, of a public meeting to be
held on October 10, 2013.

3. The County of Cameron held a public meeting to discuss its proposed
Order on October 10, 2013.

4, The County of Cameron Order regulating on-site sewage facilities was
adopted on October 10, 2013.

5. A certified copy of the minutes was submitted to the Texas Commission
on Environmental Quality.

6. A certified copy of the County of Cameron Order was submitted to the
Commission.

7. The Order is at least equivalent to the standards of the Commission.







CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Commission has jurisdiction to issue Orders designating local
governmental entities as authorized agents. TEXAS WATER CODE ch. 5
and TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE ch. 366.

2. The Commission may delegate uncontested matters to the Executive
Director provided the required notice was given, the applicant agrees to
the action and the application is uncontested. TEXAS WATER CODE
§5.122.

3. Notice of the County of Cameron’s intent to adopt a new County Order
was properly provided. TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 366.031 and
TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE § 285.10.

4, The County of Cameron agreed to the proposed Order in writing.
5. The proposed Order is uncontested.
6. The County of Cameron’s proposed Order incorporates the Commission’s

rules on abatement or prevention of pollution and prevention of injury to
the public health; meets the Commission’s minimum requirements for
on-site sewage disposal systems. TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE
§ 366.032.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY THAT:

1. The County of Cameron is hereby authorized to implement its new County
Order regulating on-site sewage facilities.

2. Any amendments to the County of Cameron Order must be approved by
the Commission.

3. The Office of Chief Clerk of the Commission is directed to forward a copy
of this Order and the County of Cameron’s adopted Order, marked as
Exhibit “A,” to the County of Cameron and all other parties and to issue
the Order and cause it to be recorded in the files of the Commission.

Issued this date: November 18, 2013

o
Executive Director

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality







EXHIBIT A







Order No. 2013010027

COUNTY OF §
STATE OF TEXAS §
AFFIDAVIT

Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared who, being by me duly
sworn, deposed as follows:

My nameis_Joe G. Rivera , I am of sound mind, capable of making this
affidavit, and personally acquainted w1th the facts herein stated:

I am the custodian of the records of the County Clerk’s Office for the County of
Cameron , Texas. Attached hereto are five @) pages
of records known as (Order) 2013010027  _ The records are kept by me as County
Clerk, County of __ Cameron , in the regular course of business with knowledge

of the act, event, condition, opinion, or diagnosis, recorded to make the record or to
transmit information thereof to be included in such record; and the rgoordwias made at
or near the time or reasonably soon thereafter. The record attac]:\ed\%\% e,

a0®8%0g, “%

original or exact duplicate of the official record.
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o 56&:\ )
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BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in and for said County, Texas,
on this day personally appeared e G Kivero. , known to me to be the
‘person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledge to me
that she executed the same for the purposes and consideration therein expressed.

GIVL;;IEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE this _/ by '} day of (2?[ /Cléc &
20

(SEAL)
A, it i || —zud e [ oo i z/ﬁ
7’% My Commission Expires Notary/Public, $fate of Texas
A August 20, 2017 My commission expires:
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ORDER ADOPTING RULES OF CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS
FOR ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITIES
PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has _
established Rules for on-site sewage facilities to provide the citizens of this .State with
adequate public health protection and a minimum of environmental pollution; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature has enacted legislation, codified as Texas Health and
Safety Code (THSC), Chapter 366, which authorizes a local government to regulate the
use of on-site sewage facilities in its jurisdiction in order to abate or prevent pollution or
injury to public health arising out of the use of on-site sewage facilities; and

WHEREAS, due notice was given of a public meeting to determine whether the
Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas should enact an order controlling or
prohibiting the installation or use of on-site sewage facilities in the County of Cameron,
Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas finds that the
use of on-site sewage facilities in Cameron County, Texas is causing or may cause
pollution, and is injuring or may injure the public health; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas has considered
the matter and deems it appropriate to enact an Order adopting Rules regulating on-site
sewage facilities to abate or prevent pollution, or injury to public bealth in Cameron
County, Texas.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT OF
CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1. THAT the matters and facts recited in the preamble hereof are
hereby found and determined to be true and correct;

SECTION 2. THAT the use of on-site sewage facilities in Cameron County, Texas
is causing or may cause pollution or is injuring or may injure the public health;

SECTION 3. THAT an Order for Cameron County, Texas be adopted entitled
“On-Site Sewage Facilities”, which shall read as follows:
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AN ORDER ENTITLED ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITIES
SECTION 4. CONFLICTS.

This Order repeals and replaces any other On-site Sewage Facility (OSSF) Order
for Cameron County, Texas.

SECTION 5. ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITY REGULATION AND
ENFORCEMENT

The County of Cameron, Texas clearly understands that there are technical
criteria, legal requirements, and administrative procedures and duties associated with
regulating on-site sewage facilities, and will fully enforce Chapter 366 of the THSC and
Chapters 7 and 37 of the Texas Water Code (TWC), and associated rules referenced in
Section 8 of this Order.

SECTION 6. AREA OF JURISDICTION.

The Rules shall apply to all the areas lying within Cameron County, Texas, except
for areas regulated under an existing Order, Ordinance or Resolution.

SECTION 7. ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITY RULES.

Any permit issued for an on-site sewage facility within the jurisdictional area of
Cameron County, Texas must comply with the Rules adopted in Section 8 of this Order.

SECTION 8. ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITY RULES ADOPTED.

The Rules, Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 30, Subchapters A
and G, and Chapter 285, promulgated by the TCEQ for on-site sewage facilities are
hereby adopted, and all officials and employees of Cameron County, Texas having duties

under said Rules are authorized to perform such duties as are required of them under
said Rules.

SECTION 9. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE.

The Rules, 30 TAC Chapter 30, Subchapters A and G, and Chapter 285 and all

future amendments and revisions thereto are incorporated by reference and are thus
made a part of these Rules.
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SECTION 10. AMENDMENTS. (Optional - not included if no more stringent rules required)

The County of Cameron, Texas wishing to adopt more stringent Rules for its
OSSF Order understands that the more stringent local Rule shall take precedence over
the corresponding TCEQ requirement. Listed below are the more stringent Rules
adopted by Cameron County, Texas:

(A) Regardless of acreage an OSSF (On-Site Sewage Facility) permit will be
required.

(B)There shall be only one single family dwelling per lot in accordance with the
Economically Distress Area Program (EDAP) rules.

(C) The Designated Representative shall not authorize electrical, water, or other
utility connection to a facility (residential or commercial) without the applicant
first obtaining an On-Site Sewage Facility Construction Authorization approval
from the County for the onsite sewage facilities installation. This would mean
having a structure and a water meter or other water source on-site that is TCEQ
approved.

(D)Licensed installer will be required to have a transit setup at all On-Site Sewage
Facilities inspections to ensure that drops in elevation meet requirements.

SECTION 10 or 11. DUTIES AND POWERS.

The OSSF Designated Representative (DR) (30 TAC § 285.2(17)) of Cameron
County, Texas, must be certified by the TCEQ before assuming the duties and
responsibilities.

SECTION 11 or 12. COLLECTION OF FEES.

All fees collected for permits and/or inspections shall be made payable to
Cameron County, Texas. A fee of $10 will also be collected for each on-site sewage
facility permit to be paid to the credit of the TCEQ Water Resources Management
Account as required by the THSC, Chapter 367.

SECTION 12 or 13. APPEALS.

Persons aggrieved by an action or decision of the designated representative may

appeal such action or decision to the Commissioners Court of Cameron County County,
Texas.

SECTION 13 or 14. ENFORCEMENT PLAN

The Coupty of Cameron, Texas clearly understands that, at a minimum, it must
follow the requirements in 30 TAC § 285.71 Authorized Agent Enforcement of OSSFs.

Thi§ Q;‘der adopts and incorporates all applicable provisions related to on-site
sewage facilities, which includes, but is not limited to, those found in Chapters 341 and
366 of the THSC, Chapters 7, 26, and 37 of the TWC and 30 TAC Chapter 30,

(REV 01/12) Page 4 of 5







Subchapters A and G, and Chapter 285.
SECTION 14 or 15. SEVERABILITY

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Commissioners Court of Cameron
County, Texas, that the phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this
Order are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this
Order should be declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court
of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining
phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, or sections of this Order, since the same would
have been enacted by the Commissioners Court without incorporation in this Order of
such unconstitutional phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, or sections.

SECTION 15 or 16. RELINQUISHMENT OF ORDER

If the Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas decides that it no longer
wishes to regulate on-site sewage facilities in its area of jurisdiction, the Commissioners
Court, as the authorized agent, and the TCEQ shall follow the procedures outlined in 30
TAC § 285.10 (d) (1) through (4).

After relinquishing its OSSF authority, the authorized agent understands that it
may be subject to charge-back fees in accordance with 30 TAC § 285.10 (d) (5) and
§285.14 after the date that delegation has been relinquished.

SECTION 16 or 17. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Order shall be in full force and effect from and after its date of approval as
required by law and upon the approval of the TCEQ.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED:

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS __ 10 ™ DAYOF___ October
2013 .

APPROVED:

(SRAL ng‘ g(}/

County Judge

ui\llliﬂ“,
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CAMERON COUNTY COuNTY COURT

(512) 544-0848

P.O.Box 2178
BROWRNSVILLE, TEXAS 78522-2178

JoE G. RIVERA

COUNTY CLERK

THE STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTY OF CAMERON §

I, Joe G. Rivera, County Clerk and Ex-Officio Clerk of the

Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas, do hereby certify

that the above and foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of

IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING AN ORDER REQUIRING FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS, RETAIL

FOOD STORES, AND MOBILE FOOD VENDING UNITS TO HAVE A PERMIT IN ORDER TO OPERATE,

approved on March 07, 1995, and as it appears of record in the

Minutes of said Court.

In testimony whereof, witness my hand and the Seal of said

Court at office in the City of Brownsville, Texas, this 09th day of

MARCH, 1995.

JOE G. RIVERA
County Clerk and Ex-Officio
_Clerk of the Commissioners Court

i' .“ ‘\,.nlu,,'

RECORDING OFFICE
OFFICE OF

COUNTY CLERK (512) 5440815

- SLR\GNERS 4,
p i \ / :\\ t\\.g\\};l. XA LTI C g /[ '/;",,
: L TS b .///\ %
’ , A JANES E
PRISCILLA J. KEE, Depu:%él_.. \//?/S\{\\ :_é?:.
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ORDER REQUIRING FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS,
RETAIL FOOD STORES AND MOBILE FOOD VENDING
_UNITS TO HAVE A PERMIT IN ORDER TO OPERATE

WHEREAS, Chapter 437, Texas Health and Safety Code, provides counties and public
health districts with authority to enforce state laws and rules adopted under state laws concerning
food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units and roadside food vendors; and

WHEREAS, Cameron County and public health districts may require permits, plan
review and inspections and may deny, suspend or revoke the permit if the food service

establishment, retail food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vendor is not in compliance

with state laws or state rules: and

WHEREAS, Cameron County is the entity enforcing state law and state rules for food

service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food vending units and roadside food vendors

throughout Cameron County except in all incorporated areas.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORbERTiI) BY THE COMMISSIONER’S COURT OF
CAMERON COUNTY, Texas as follows:

Section 1. Definitions:

(1) The food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units and
roadside food vending units as used in this resolution and order shall mean and refer to those
located throughout Cameron County except those located within the city limits of all

incorporated areas;
(2) "Regulatory Authority" shall mean and refer to the Cameron County Health

Department.
(3) "Authorized Agent or Employee" shall mean and refer to authorized personnel

of the Regulatory Authority.

Section 2. Authority:

The inspection of food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units and roadside
food vending units, the prohibiting of the sale of adulterated or misbranded food or drink and
the enforcemeut of thns ordet shall be regulated in accordance with. Texas' H&lth ang: Safetyv 3








Code, Chapter 437, and Texas Department of Health, "Rules on Food Service Sanitation" 25
T.A.C., 229.161 - 229 173 and “Rules on Retail Food Store Samtatlon 25 T.A.C., 229.231 -

229. 239

Section 3. Permits:

(1) General. No person shall operate a food service establishment, or retail food
store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit who does not have a-valid permit to do
so issued by the Regulatory Authority. Only a person who complies with the requirements of
state laws and state rules shall be entitled to receive or retain such a permit. Permits are not
transferable from one person to another person. Permits for food service establishments and
retail food stores are also not transferable from one location to another location. No food
service establishment or retail food store may be required to obtain more than one permit
required by this order for a single location. A valid permit shall be posted in or on every food
establishment, unit or vendor regulated by this order.

(2) Exemptions. Food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units
or roadside food vending units operated solely by nonprofit organizations are exempt from the
permitting requirements of this order but are not exempt from compliance with state laws or
rules. The Regulatory Authority may require any information necessary to determine whether
an organization is nonprofit for purposes of this order.

(3) Issuance of Permits.

() Any person desiring o operate a food service establishment, retail
food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit shall make written application for a
permit to do so on forms provided by the Regulatory Authority. Such application shall include
the name and address of each applicant, the location and type of proposed food service
establishment, retail food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit, and permit fee
as established by the Commissioner’s Court.

(b) Prior to approval of an application for a permit, the Regulatory
Authority shall inspect the proposed food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food
unit or roadside food vending unit to determine compliance with state laws and rules.

* (¢) The Regulatory Authority shall issue a permit to the applicant if its
inspection reveals that the proposed food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food
unit or roadside food vending unit complies with the requirements of state laws and rules. All
permits shall be renewed annually; provided that temporary permits shall be obtained prior to
operating and each event shall be a separate licensing period not to exceed fourteen (14)
consecutive days.

(d) A person may renew a permit by making written application on forms
provided by the Regulatory Authority. Such application shall include the information described
in subsection (3), paragraph (a) of this section, and shall include a renewal fee as estabhshed by

the Commissioner’s Court.
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(4) Denial, Suspension or Revocation of Permit. The Regulatory Authority may,
after providing opportunity for a hearing, deny, suspend or revoke a permit for violations of any
of the requircments of state laws or rules or this order or for interference with the Regulatory
Authority in:the performance of its duties. Prior to denial, suspension or revocation, the
Regulatory Authority shall notify the holder of the permit, or the person in charge, in writing
of the reason for which the permit is subject to denial, suspension or revocation, and that the
permit shall be denied, suspended or revoked at the end of the twenty (20) days following
service of such notice unless a written request for a hearing is filed with the Regulatory
Authority by the holder of the permit. If no request for hearing is filed within the twenty (20)
day period, the denial, suspension or revocation of the permit becomes final.

(5) Service of Notices. A notice provided for in this order is properly served
when it is delivered to holder of the permit or the person in charge, or when it is sent by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last known address of the holder of the permits.
A copy of the notice shall be filed in the records of the Regulatory Authority.

(6) Hearings. The hearings provided for in this order shall be conducted by a
Hearing Officer designated by the Regulatory Authority at a time and place designated by the
Hearing Officer. Based on the evidence presented at such hearing, the Hearing Officer shall
make a final finding, and shall sustain, modify or rescind any notice or order considered in the
hearing. A written report of the hearing decision shall be furnished to the holder of the permit

by the Regulatory Authority.

(7) Application After Denial or Revocation. Whenever a denial or revocation
of a permit has become final, the holder of the denied or revoked permit may make written

application for a new permit. ‘

Section 4. Review of Plans:

Whenever a food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food vending unit, or roadside
food vending unit is constructed or extensively remodeled and whenever an existing structure
is converted to use as a food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food vending unit,
or roadside food vending unit, properly prepared plans and specifications for such construction,
remodeling or conversion shall be submitted to the Regulatory Authority for review before
construction, remodeling or conversion begins. The plans and specifications shall indicate the
proposed layout, equipment arrangement, mechanical plans and construction materials of work
areas, and the type and model of proposed fixed equipment and facilities. The Regulatory
Authority shall approve the plans and specifications if they meet the requirements of state laws
and rules. No food service establishment, or retail food store, mobile food vending unit, or
roadside food vending unit shall be constructed, extensively remodeled, or converted except in
accordance with plans and specifications approved by the Regulatory Authority.

00 = Permanent Establishments. —
‘emporary:No More than fourtcen (14)

7 Section 6. Egg_llng

R
AT s ML







(1) A person commits an offense if the person operates a food service
establishment, retail food store, mobile food unit, or roadside food vendor without a permit
required by the county or public health district in which the establishment or store is operating.

(2) An offense under section is a Class C misdemeanor.
(3) Each day on which a violation occurs constitutes a separzite offense.

Section 7. Severability:
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this order is, for any reason,

held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be
deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the

validity of this order.
Section 8. Effective Date:
The provisions of this order shall take effect January 1, 1995.

INTRODUCED, READ AND PASSED BY AN AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF THE CAMERON
COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S COURT ON THIS THE 7th DAY OF MARCH, 1995.

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

e, Absent

\ & %s\ONERS Gilberto Hinojosa

.......
. .,

0 . Cameron County Judge

s U’iucmo Rosenbaum
(w ¢ Commissioner of Precinct No. 1

(‘:? ...... \\‘ \\\
‘2, O \“\
""l“uu\“‘\ ¥

Carlos H. Cascos

Commiw

Iames
Commxssuoner of recinct No. 3

e

Hyotor Pena |
Commissioner of Precinct No. 4










THE STATE OF TEXAS §
§ ORDER # 1985-4

COUNTY OF CAMERON §

AN ORDER OF THE CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COURT, PROMULGATED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE
4477-9a OF THE TEXAS CIVIL STATUTES, THE
LITTER ABATEMENT ACT, PARTICULARLY SECTION
5.09 OF SUCH AGT (CODIFIED AS "TEX. REV. CIV. STAT.
ANN. art. 4477-9a, § 5.09 [Vernon Supp. 1985]"),
ADOPTING PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT AND REMOVAL

OF A JUNKED VEHICLE AS A PUBLIC NUISANCE FROM
PRIVATE PROPERTY, PUBLIC PROPERTY, OR PUBLIC
RIGHTS-OF-WAY; SETTING FORTH CERTAIN DEFINITIONS;
DECLARING JUNKED VEHICLES TO BE A PUBLIC NUISANCE;
SETTING FORTH SUCH PROCEDURES; PROVIDING FOR
CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF SUCH
PUBLIC NUISANCES; BARRING THE DUAL APPLICATION OF
ORDINANCES; DECLARING SUCH ORDER TO BE AN EXERCISE OF
THE COUNTY'S "POLICE" POWER; SETTING FORTH A REPEALER

BE IT RESOLVED that on Monday, August 12, 1985, at a Regular Meeting of the
Cameron County Commissioners Court, said Codrt, upon the request of the Cameron
County Health Department, conducted a Public Hearing at the Cameron County
Courthouse to consider and approve the adoption, by Cameron County, of proce-
dures for the abatement and removal of a junked vehicle or a part of a junked
vehicle as a public nuisance, from private property, public property, or public
rights-of-way, pursuant to Article 4477-9a of the Texas Civil Statutes, the
Litter Abatement Act, particularly Section 5.09 of said Act.

BE IT RESO&VED that the Cameroa County Commissioners Court published a
Notice of this Hearing and of its intention to adopt this Order in at least one
newspaper fith general circulation in the County, stating the time and place of
the Public Hearing on the said Order and that interested persons may obtain
coples of ghe sald Order from the Cameroa County Commissioners Court.

BE IT RESOLVED that at such Public Hearing, the following findings were

made by the Cameron County Commissioners Court:

1 - Cameron County, acting by and through the Cameron
County Commissioners Court, is concerned with the
health, safety and general welfare of the citizens
and residents of the County, and the safe, orderly

and healthy development of the County.







Some of the public officials of Cameron County have

contacted the Cameron County Commissioners Court and
requested their assistance in regulating junked and

abandoned vehicles in the unincorporated areas of

Cameron County.

The lack of proper regulation constitutes a threat
to the health, safety and general welfare of the
citizens and residents of the County, as well as
the safe, orderly and healthy development of the

County.

Cameron. County can adopt procedures to abate and
remove junked vehicles as a public nuisance, from
private property, public property, or public rights—
of-way, by Order of its Commissioners Court, pursuant
to Article 4477-9a of the Texas Revised Civil Stat-
utes, the Litter Abatement Act, particularly Section

5.09 of such Act.

Cameron County, acting by and through the Cameroun
County Commissioners Court, wishes to enact an

Order to regulate such problem.

BE IT RESOGLVED that at the conclusion of the said Public Hearing, the

€

Cameron County Commissioners Court voted to approve the proposed Order, drafted

by the Cameron County Attorney's Office at the request of the Cameron County

Health Department.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED by the Cameron County Commissioners Court

that the following procedures are adopted in and for Cameron County, Texas:

Section 1: Definitions

In this Order, the following terms have the meanings indicated:

(a)

“Abandoned motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle that
is inoperable and nore tﬂan eight years old and left
unattended on public property for more than 48 hours,

or a motor vehicle that has remained illegally on pub-
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(b)

(e)

(d

(e)

()

lic property for a period of more than 48 hours, or

a motor vehicle that has remained on private pro-
perty without the consent of the owner or person in
control of the property for more than 48 hours, or a
motor vehicle left unattended on the right-of-way of
a designated county, state, or federal highway within

this state for more than 48 hours.

"Antique auto” means a passenger car or truck that
was manufactured in 1925 or before or a passenger car

or truck that is at least 35 years old.

"Collector” wmeans the owner of one or wore antique or
special interest vehicles who collects, purchases,
acquires, trades, or disposes of special interest or
antique vehicles or parts of them for personal use in
order to restore, preserve, and maintain an antique

or speclal interest vehicle for historic {nterest.

"Junked veﬁicle" means a motor vehicle as defined in
Section 1, Chapter 42, General Laws, Acts of the &4lst
Legislature, 2nd Called Session, 1929 (Article 6701d-
11, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), that: (1) is ino-
perative, does not have lawfully affixed to it both
'an unexpired license plate and a valid motor vehicle
safety ingpection certificate, and that {s wrecked,
dismantled, partially dismantled, or discarded; or

(2) remains inoperable for a continuous period of

more than 120 days.

"Motor vehicle"” means a motor vehicle subject to
registration under the Certificate of Title Act

(Article 6687-1, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes).

"Public nuisance” wmeans a junked vehicle located in

a place where it is visible from a public place or

public right-of-way.







>(g) “Special interest vehicle” means a motor vehicle
of any age that h;s not been altered or modified
from original manufacturer's specifications and,
because of its historic interest, is being pre-

served by hobbyists.

Section 2: Public Nuisance

A junked vehicle that is located in a place where it_is visible from a
public place or public right-of-way is detrimental to the safety and welfare of
the general public, tends to reduce the value of private property, invites van-
dalism, creates fire hazards, constitutes an attractive nuisance creating a
hazard to the health and safety of minors, and is detrimental to the economic
welfare of the County bf producing blight adverse to the maintenance and co;—
tinuing development of this County, and therefore, a junked vehicle in an
unincorporated area of Cameron County, Texas 1is hereby declared to be a public

nuisance.

Section 3: Procedures For Abating Nuisance

The following procedures will be utilized for abating and removing junked

vehicles, which have been declared to be a public nuisance:

(a) Notice: Private Property

Where the nulsance is located on private property,
a notice must be mailed by certified mail, with a 5-day

v
return requested, to: (1) the last known registered
owner of the junked motor vehicle; (2) any lien holder
;f record; and (3) the owner or occupant of the private
premises on which the public notice exists. Such notice
must state: (1) the nature of the publie nuisance on
private property; (2) that such public nuisance must be
removed and abated within 10 days; and (3) that a request
for a hearing on such removal and abatement must be made
before the expiration of the said 10-day period. If any
notice 1is returned undelivered by the United States Pos-
tal Service, official action to abate the nuisance shall

be continued to a date not less than 10 days after the

date of such return.







(b) Notice: Public Property

wﬁere the nuisance is located on public property, a
notice must be sent by certified mail, with a 5-day return
requested, to: (1) the last known registered owner of
the junked motor vehicle; (2) any lien holder of record;
and (3) the owner or occupant of the public premises or
the owner or occupant of the premises adjacent to the
public right-of-way on which the public nuisance exists.
Such notice must state: (1) the nature of the public
nuisance on public property or on a publiec right-of-way;
(2) that such public nuisance must be removed and abated
within 10 days; and (3) that a request for a hearing on
such removal and abatement must be made before the expir-
atlon of the said 10-day period. 1If any notice 1is
returned undelivered by the United States Postal Service,
official action to abate the nuisance shall be continued
to a date not less than 10 days after the date of such

return.

(c) Public Hearing

After sald notice is given, a Public Hearing shall be
conducted by the Director of the Cameron County Health
Department, or his designated representative, who are
hereb§ des}gnated by the Cameron County Commissioners
Court as the Hearing Officers for such matters, if such
%earing is requested by the owner or occupant of the
public or private premises or by the owner or occupant
of the premises adjacent to the public right-of-way on
which the vehicle {s located within 10 days after service
of the notice to abate the nuisance. No vehicle or vehi-
cle part may be removed as a public nuisance without a
Public Hearing being conducted by one of the said Hearing
Officers. Upon the conclusion of the sald hearing, regard-
less of whether any interested party appears or not, 1if the

Hearing Officer determines that the junked vehicle in ques-
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~tion is a wublic nuisance, such vehicle may be removed pur-—
suant to an "order” of such Hearing Officer, requiring the
removal of a vehicle or vehicle part, setting forth a des-
cription of the vehicle, the correct vehicle identification
number, and the license number of the vehicle, if the infor-

mation 1s available at the site.

(d) No Reconstruction of Removed Vehicle

Once a vehicle has been removed, for constituting a
public nuisance, it cannot be subsequently reconstructed or

made operable.

(e) Notice to State Department of Highways

Once a vehicle has been removed, notice must be given
of such action to the Texas (State) Department of Highways
and Public Transportation not later than the fifth day after
the date of removal. Such notice must identify the vehicle

part involved.

(f) Exempt Vehicles

These procedures do not apply to: (1) a vehicle or
vehicle part that is completely enclosed within a building
in a lawful manner, where it is not visible from the street
or ot;er public or private propertyi (2) a vehicle or vehicle
part that i; stored or parked in a lawful manner on private
Lroperty in connection with the business of a licensed
vehicle dealer or junkyard; or (3) an unlicensed, operable
or inoperable, antique or special interest vehicle stored
by a collector on the collector's property. The exemptions
granted in subsections (2) and (3) herein apply only if the
vehicle and the outdoor storage area are maintained in a
manner such that they do not constitute a health hazard
and are screened from ordinary public view by means of a
fence, rapidly growing trees, shrubbery, or other appro-

priate means.
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(g) Administration
These procedures shall be administered by the Cameron
County Health Department through its duly authorized agents,
employees, and representatives, who constitute rvegularly
salaried, full-time employees of Cameron County. However,
the removal of a vehicle or vehicle part (from property)

may be done by any duly authorized person.

(h) Additional Remedies

In the event that a public nuisance is not removed and
abated, and a hearing 1s not requested within the 10-day
period provided for above, any citizen may file a complaint
concerning such public nuisance in a Justice of the Peace

Court for the appropriate Precinct involved.

(i) Disposal of Junked Vehicles

A junked vehicle or vehicle part may be disposed of by
removal to a scrapyard or demolisher for processing as scrap

or salvage, pursuant to the requirements of the Litter Abate~

ment Act and related laws.

(j) Obstruction to Traffic

This Order does not affect any existing law author-—
izing the i{mmediate removal, as an obstruction to traffic,

of a'vehicle left on public property.

(k) Enforcehent

The Cameron County Health Department, and its duly
authorized agents, employees, and representatives, who
have been authorized heretofore to administer the pro-
cedures set forth in this Order, may, pursuant to Sec—
tion S5.11 of Article 4477-9a of the Texas Civil Statutes,
enter private property to: (1) examine a vehicle or
vehicle part; (2) obtain information as to the identity
of the vehicle; or (3) remove or cause the removal of
a vehicle or vehicle part that coastitutes a nuisance.

Moreover, a Justice of the Peace Court may 1issue orders







necessar o enforce the procedures set £ Y herein.

Section 4: Criminal Penalties

A person commits an offense if that person maintains a public nulsance as
defined in Section 1 (f) and Section 2 of this Order. A person who commits an
offense under this section is, upon conviction, subject to a fine not to exceed
$200. On couviction, the court shall order removal and abatement of the

nuisance.

Section 5: Barring Dual Application of Ordinances

This Order shall not apply to any part of Cameron County where an existing

City Ordinance covering the subject of this Order is already in effect.

Section 6: Declaration of Exercise of Police Power

This Order is enacted pursuant to a finding by the Cameron County Commis-
sioners Court that this Order is necessary for the preservation of the public

peace, health, welfare and safety.

Section 7: Repealer

All orders or parts of orders or policies of Cameron County in conflict

with the provisions of this Order are expressly repealed.

* * k x %

THIS ORDER shall be effective from and after the 12th day of August, 1985.
THIS ORDER was passed and approved on the 12th day of August, 1985, by the

v
Cameron County Commissioners Court.

BY:
Moises V. Vela, County Judge

BY:
D. J. lLerma, County Commissioner I

BY:
Miguel P. (Mike) Cortinas, Jr.,
County Commissioner II

BY:
Adolph Thomae, Jr., County
Commissioner TIIL
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THE STATE OF TEXAS  §
§
COUNTY OF CAMERON  §

ORDER

WHEREAS, V.T.C.A.; Health and Safety Code, Section 121.003, enables the Commissioners
Court to grant to a county employee the authority to issue citations in an unincorporated area of the
county to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health;

WHEREAS, the Cameron County Commissioners Court desires to grant seven (7) Health
Department employees the authority to issue citations in the unincorporated areas of Cameron
County to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health; and ‘

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED by the Commissioners Court of Cameron County,
pursuant to V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code, Section 121.003, that it hereby grants seven (7)
Health Department employees the authority to issue citations in the unincorporated areas of Cameron
County to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health

ADOPTED this 12th day of August, 2003.

COMMISSIONERS COURT

RTOQHINOJOSA

nty J u/dge/]

DRO BENAVIDES JOH WOOD
Commissioner Pct. #1 Commissioner Pct. #2
DAVID A. GARZA EDNA TAMAYO
Commissioner Pct. #3 Commissioner Pct. #4

X (\ () ...‘..'....,1‘ ‘_W
,'ZO/V cou\@_i 4

“Paryggaentt’









IJUL Z3 1494
CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING PROCEDURES

FOR THE ABATEMENT OF REFUSE AND OTHER NUISANCES )
Pursuant to Chapter 343 of the Health and Safety Code, VTCA

WHEREAS, the Legislature has enacted Chapter 343 of the
Texas Health and Safety Code}-and

WHEREAS,.§343.011 of that Chapter deems refuse and other
unsafe or unsanitary conditioﬁs to be nuisances and §343.021
authorizes the counties of this state fo adopt procedures for
the abatement of said nuisances ffom neigﬁborhoods in
cdnformity with the regulations of the.Chapter; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Cameron County,
Texas finds thét refuse- and otﬁer unsafe or unsanitary'
conditions in neighborhoods are detrimeﬁtal to the safety and
welfarelof_the general public, tends to reduce the wvalue of
private property, invites vandalism and creates fire hazards;
and -

WHEREAS, the Commissioners lCourt of- Cameron Counﬁy,
Texas, has considered tpg matter and deems it appropriate to
adopt procedures for the abatement of refuse and other
nuisances from neighborhoods in conformity with the
requirements of Chaptér 343 of the Health & Safety Code;

" NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT

OF CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS;

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT OF REFUSE AND
OTHER NUISANCES - PAGE 1







Article I Definitions

1.01 In this Order:

(a) "Abate" means to eliminate a nuisance by
removal, repair, rehabilitation, or
demolition.

(b) "Department" means Cameron County Health
o SR

s IR
Department
(c) "Building" means a structure built .for the

support, shelter, or enclosure of a person,
animal, chattel, machine, equipment, or other

moveable property.

- (d) 'iﬁi'means all decayable wastes from

public and private establishments and
restaurants, including vegetable, aﬁimai, and
animal and fish carcésses, but does not
include sewage, body waste, or an industrial

by-product.
(e) "Neighborhood" means:

(1) A platted subdivision; or
(2) Property contiguous to a platted

subdivision and within 300 feet of a

CEMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT OF REFUSE AND
OTHER NUISANCES - PAGE - 2







(£)

(g)

(h)

(1)

platted subdivision.

"Person" includes corporation, organization,

government or governmental subdivision or

agency, business trust, estates, trust,
partnership, association, or any other legal

entity.

"pPlatted subdivision" means a subdivision that
has its approved or unapproved plat recorded
with the County Clerk of the County in which

the subdivision is located.

"Premises" means all privately owned property,
including vacant land or a building designed
or used for residential, commercigl, business,
industrial, or religiou§ purposes; The term.
includes a yard, ground, walk, driveway,
fence, porch, steps, or other structure

appurtenant to the property.

"Public street" means the entire width between
property lines of a road, street, way,
thoroughfare, or bridge if any part of the

road, street, way, thoroughfare, bridge is

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. COURT ORDER ADOPTING

PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT OF REFUSE AND
OTHER NUISANCES - PAGE 3







(k)

(1)

(m) -

opened to the public for vehicular traffic or

pedestrian traffic.

"Rubbish" means all non-decayable wastes,

-

except ashes, from a public or private

establishment or residence.

"Receptacle" means a cohpainer that is
composed of durable material and designed in a
way that preﬁénts the discharge:of its
contents . and makes its contents inaccessible

to animals, vermin, or other pests.

:EEEHEQ?_ means garbage, rubbish, paper, and
other decayable and non;decayable - waste,
including vegetable matter and ariimal and fish

carcasses.

"Weeds" means all rank and uncultivated

vegetable growth or matter that:

(1) has grown to more than 36 inches in
height; or : : e

(2) regardless of height, may create an
unsanitary coﬁdition or become a

harborage for rodents, vermin, or other

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
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disease-carrying pests.

Article II P i Nui " Premi

01

%a)

/i

(c)

Chapter 343 of the Health and Safety Code has

deemed the following to be public nuisances:
keeping, 'storing; or accumulating refuse on
premises in a neighborhood unless the refuse

is entirely contained. in a closed receptacle;

keeping, storing or accumulating rubbish or
any unused, discarded, or aiaandoned object,
including newspapers,_z?péq;esf refrigerators,
stoves, furniture, tires, and cans, on
premises in a neighborhood for ten (10) days

or more, unless the rubbish or object is

It e —

completely enclosed within a building or is

not visible from a public street;

maintaining premises in a manner that creates
an unsanitary condition 1likely to attract or
harbor mosquitos, rodents, vermin,-: or

disease-carrying pests;

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING

PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT OF REFUSE AND
OTHER NUISANCES - PAGE 5
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e)

allowing weeds to grow on premises in a
neighborhood if such weeds are located within
three hundred (300) feet of another residence

or commercial establishment; or

%

maintaining a building in a manner that is

structurally unsafe or constitutes a hazard to

—

safety, health, or public welfare because of

inadequate maintenance, unsanitary conditions,
dilapidation, obsolescence, fire hazard,

disaster, damage, or abandonmént.

Article 2.01 of this Article does not apply to a

site or facility that is permitted and regulated by

a state agency.

Article IIIX Administration of Abatement Proceedings

_hereby'authoriies a regularly salaried, full-time
e e PR

The Commissioners -Court of Cameron County, Texas

———.

—_—

CQpnty employee  from the Department to administer

the abatement procedure adopted in this Order.

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
" PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT OF REFUSE AND
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. Article IV Notice to Abate Nuigance

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

The Department shall give wgxikten notice to the
owner, lessee, occupant, agent, or person in charge

of the premises on which a nuisance as defined if

Article 2.01 existe.

Said notice shall state:

—

the specific condition that constitutes a

nuisance;

that the person receiving notice must abate

the nuisance before the 31st day after the

date on which the notice is served;

that failure to abate the nuisancé ma}} result
in abatement by the "county_, assessment of
costs, and a lien against the property on

which the nuisance exists; and

 that the owner, lessee, occupant, _agent, or

persbn in charge of the premises is entitled
‘to submit to the County Judge, before the 31st
day after the date on which the notice is

served, a written request for a hearing.

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
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(a)

(b)

Article V

CAM

Notice shall be given;
by service in person or by registered or

certified mail, return receipt requested; or

if personal service cannot be obtained or the
address of the owner, lessee, agent, or person
in charge of the property_ is unknown, by
posting a copy of thg notice on the premises
0n';hich the nuisance exists and by publishing'
the notice in a newspaper with general
circulation in the county, two times within

ten (10) consecutive days.

Hearing

If a hearing is requested in confdrmity- with

Article 4.02(d), the County Judge shall order a

public hearing before the Department takes action
s

to abate a nuisance under this Order.

All hearings under this Article will be. conducted

by the Commissioners Court within fifteen (1

—— -

5) days

- —

aﬁtef receipt by the County Judge of request for

hearing.

ERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
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Article VI Abatement

In the event the owner of the property fails to
abate the nuisance before thirty one (31) days
after the date of notice is re.ceived, and has no;:
requested a hearing, the Depaftment may abate the

nuisance by demolition or removal.

The demolition or removal of a nuisance under this
Order may be performed by any person so authorized

by the Department.

Article VII Lien

The Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas,
ma‘y, by order or resqiution, assess the cost of
abating the nuisance, plus an administrative fee of
not more than one hundred dollars. and no dents
($100.00) against. (:_ﬁe property on which the
nuisance exists..

Commissioners Court may obtain a lien against the
property for the assessment by filing a statement
of costs with the County Clerk of Cameron County,

Texas and by following any other procedure required

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
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by law in order to perfect the lien..

' Article VIII Crimin Pen i

See V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code §343.012.

8.01

Article IX Severability

9.01 If any provision of these Regulations or its
application to any person or circumstances is held
invalid for any reason, the invalidity does not
affect any other provisions or application of these
Regulations which can be given effect without the
invalid provision or application, and to this end
the provisions of these Regulations are declared to
be severable.

Article X Effective Date

10.0% This Order is effective il

Passed and Approved this l?-ﬁ" day of AO""L

1994. ' .

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
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ANTONIO O. GARZA, JR.

Colof-Core

LUCINO ROSENBAUM, JR. : CARLOS CASCOS

+ Commissioner Pct. 1 Commissioner Pct. 2
JAMES MATE—_ ) ATIVIDAD "Tivie" VALENCIA
Commissioner PCt. 3 " Commissioner Pct. 4
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION
OF THE COUNTY OF CAMERON

FOR A TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY
CODE §366.031 ORDER

BEFORE THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF THE TEXAS
COMMISSION ON
ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY

w) W W W

On November 18, 2013, the Executive Director of the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality ("Commission™ or "TCEQ"), considered the application of the
County of Cameron for an Order pursuant to §366.031, Texas Health and Safety Code
(THSC), and 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 8§285.10 of the rules of the
Commission.

No person has requested a public hearing on the application, therefore the Executive
Director, on behalf of the Commission, is satisfied that the County of Cameron has
satisfied the requirements of §366.031, THSC. The Commission finds that the County of
Cameron Order should be approved.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The County of Cameron drafted a proposed Order which regulates on-site
sewage facilities.

2. On October 6, 2013, the County of Cameron caused notice to be
published, in a newspaper regularly published and of general circulation,
in the County of Cameron’s area of jurisdiction, of a public meeting to be
held on October 10, 2013.

3. The County of Cameron held a public meeting to discuss its proposed
Order on October 10, 2013.

4, The County of Cameron Order regulating on-site sewage facilities was
adopted on October 10, 2013.

5. A certified copy of the minutes was submitted to the Texas Commission
on Environmental Quality.

6. A certified copy of the County of Cameron Order was submitted to the
Commission.

7. The Order is at least equivalent to the standards of the Commission.





CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Commission has jurisdiction to issue Orders designating local
governmental entities as authorized agents. TEXAS WATER CODE ch. 5
and TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE ch. 366.

2. The Commission may delegate uncontested matters to the Executive
Director provided the required notice was given, the applicant agrees to
the action and the application is uncontested. TEXAS WATER CODE
§5.122.

3. Notice of the County of Cameron’s intent to adopt a new County Order
was properly provided. TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 366.031 and
TEXAS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE § 285.10.

4, The County of Cameron agreed to the proposed Order in writing.
5. The proposed Order is uncontested.
6. The County of Cameron’s proposed Order incorporates the Commission’s

rules on abatement or prevention of pollution and prevention of injury to
the public health; meets the Commission’s minimum requirements for
on-site sewage disposal systems. TEXAS HEALTH & SAFETY CODE
§ 366.032.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY THAT:

1. The County of Cameron is hereby authorized to implement its new County
Order regulating on-site sewage facilities.

2. Any amendments to the County of Cameron Order must be approved by
the Commission.

3. The Office of Chief Clerk of the Commission is directed to forward a copy
of this Order and the County of Cameron’s adopted Order, marked as
Exhibit “A,” to the County of Cameron and all other parties and to issue
the Order and cause it to be recorded in the files of the Commission.

Issued this date: November 18, 2013

o
Executive Director

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
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Order No. 2013010027

COUNTY OF §
STATE OF TEXAS §
AFFIDAVIT

Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared who, being by me duly
sworn, deposed as follows:

My nameis_Joe G. Rivera , I am of sound mind, capable of making this
affidavit, and personally acquainted w1th the facts herein stated:

I am the custodian of the records of the County Clerk’s Office for the County of
Cameron , Texas. Attached hereto are five @) pages
of records known as (Order) 2013010027  _ The records are kept by me as County
Clerk, County of __ Cameron , in the regular course of business with knowledge

of the act, event, condition, opinion, or diagnosis, recorded to make the record or to
transmit information thereof to be included in such record; and the rgoordwias made at
or near the time or reasonably soon thereafter. The record attac]:\ed\%\% e,

a0®8%0g, “%

original or exact duplicate of the official record.

O %", &
o 56&:\ )

Uigrpypspan?

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in and for said County, Texas,
on this day personally appeared e G Kivero. , known to me to be the
‘person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument and acknowledge to me
that she executed the same for the purposes and consideration therein expressed.

GIVL;;IEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE this _/ by '} day of (2?[ /Cléc &
20

(SEAL)
A, it i || —zud e [ oo i z/ﬁ
7’% My Commission Expires Notary/Public, $fate of Texas
A August 20, 2017 My commission expires:
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ORDER ADOPTING RULES OF CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS
FOR ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITIES
PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has _
established Rules for on-site sewage facilities to provide the citizens of this .State with
adequate public health protection and a minimum of environmental pollution; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature has enacted legislation, codified as Texas Health and
Safety Code (THSC), Chapter 366, which authorizes a local government to regulate the
use of on-site sewage facilities in its jurisdiction in order to abate or prevent pollution or
injury to public health arising out of the use of on-site sewage facilities; and

WHEREAS, due notice was given of a public meeting to determine whether the
Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas should enact an order controlling or
prohibiting the installation or use of on-site sewage facilities in the County of Cameron,
Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas finds that the
use of on-site sewage facilities in Cameron County, Texas is causing or may cause
pollution, and is injuring or may injure the public health; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas has considered
the matter and deems it appropriate to enact an Order adopting Rules regulating on-site
sewage facilities to abate or prevent pollution, or injury to public bealth in Cameron
County, Texas.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT OF
CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1. THAT the matters and facts recited in the preamble hereof are
hereby found and determined to be true and correct;

SECTION 2. THAT the use of on-site sewage facilities in Cameron County, Texas
is causing or may cause pollution or is injuring or may injure the public health;

SECTION 3. THAT an Order for Cameron County, Texas be adopted entitled
“On-Site Sewage Facilities”, which shall read as follows:
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AN ORDER ENTITLED ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITIES
SECTION 4. CONFLICTS.

This Order repeals and replaces any other On-site Sewage Facility (OSSF) Order
for Cameron County, Texas.

SECTION 5. ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITY REGULATION AND
ENFORCEMENT

The County of Cameron, Texas clearly understands that there are technical
criteria, legal requirements, and administrative procedures and duties associated with
regulating on-site sewage facilities, and will fully enforce Chapter 366 of the THSC and
Chapters 7 and 37 of the Texas Water Code (TWC), and associated rules referenced in
Section 8 of this Order.

SECTION 6. AREA OF JURISDICTION.

The Rules shall apply to all the areas lying within Cameron County, Texas, except
for areas regulated under an existing Order, Ordinance or Resolution.

SECTION 7. ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITY RULES.

Any permit issued for an on-site sewage facility within the jurisdictional area of
Cameron County, Texas must comply with the Rules adopted in Section 8 of this Order.

SECTION 8. ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITY RULES ADOPTED.

The Rules, Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 30, Subchapters A
and G, and Chapter 285, promulgated by the TCEQ for on-site sewage facilities are
hereby adopted, and all officials and employees of Cameron County, Texas having duties

under said Rules are authorized to perform such duties as are required of them under
said Rules.

SECTION 9. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE.

The Rules, 30 TAC Chapter 30, Subchapters A and G, and Chapter 285 and all

future amendments and revisions thereto are incorporated by reference and are thus
made a part of these Rules.

(REV 01/12) Page3of s





SECTION 10. AMENDMENTS. (Optional - not included if no more stringent rules required)

The County of Cameron, Texas wishing to adopt more stringent Rules for its
OSSF Order understands that the more stringent local Rule shall take precedence over
the corresponding TCEQ requirement. Listed below are the more stringent Rules
adopted by Cameron County, Texas:

(A) Regardless of acreage an OSSF (On-Site Sewage Facility) permit will be
required.

(B)There shall be only one single family dwelling per lot in accordance with the
Economically Distress Area Program (EDAP) rules.

(C) The Designated Representative shall not authorize electrical, water, or other
utility connection to a facility (residential or commercial) without the applicant
first obtaining an On-Site Sewage Facility Construction Authorization approval
from the County for the onsite sewage facilities installation. This would mean
having a structure and a water meter or other water source on-site that is TCEQ
approved.

(D)Licensed installer will be required to have a transit setup at all On-Site Sewage
Facilities inspections to ensure that drops in elevation meet requirements.

SECTION 10 or 11. DUTIES AND POWERS.

The OSSF Designated Representative (DR) (30 TAC § 285.2(17)) of Cameron
County, Texas, must be certified by the TCEQ before assuming the duties and
responsibilities.

SECTION 11 or 12. COLLECTION OF FEES.

All fees collected for permits and/or inspections shall be made payable to
Cameron County, Texas. A fee of $10 will also be collected for each on-site sewage
facility permit to be paid to the credit of the TCEQ Water Resources Management
Account as required by the THSC, Chapter 367.

SECTION 12 or 13. APPEALS.

Persons aggrieved by an action or decision of the designated representative may

appeal such action or decision to the Commissioners Court of Cameron County County,
Texas.

SECTION 13 or 14. ENFORCEMENT PLAN

The Coupty of Cameron, Texas clearly understands that, at a minimum, it must
follow the requirements in 30 TAC § 285.71 Authorized Agent Enforcement of OSSFs.

Thi§ Q;‘der adopts and incorporates all applicable provisions related to on-site
sewage facilities, which includes, but is not limited to, those found in Chapters 341 and
366 of the THSC, Chapters 7, 26, and 37 of the TWC and 30 TAC Chapter 30,
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Subchapters A and G, and Chapter 285.
SECTION 14 or 15. SEVERABILITY

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Commissioners Court of Cameron
County, Texas, that the phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this
Order are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this
Order should be declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court
of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining
phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, or sections of this Order, since the same would
have been enacted by the Commissioners Court without incorporation in this Order of
such unconstitutional phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, or sections.

SECTION 15 or 16. RELINQUISHMENT OF ORDER

If the Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas decides that it no longer
wishes to regulate on-site sewage facilities in its area of jurisdiction, the Commissioners
Court, as the authorized agent, and the TCEQ shall follow the procedures outlined in 30
TAC § 285.10 (d) (1) through (4).

After relinquishing its OSSF authority, the authorized agent understands that it
may be subject to charge-back fees in accordance with 30 TAC § 285.10 (d) (5) and
§285.14 after the date that delegation has been relinquished.

SECTION 16 or 17. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Order shall be in full force and effect from and after its date of approval as
required by law and upon the approval of the TCEQ.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED:

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS __ 10 ™ DAYOF___ October
2013 .

APPROVED:

(SRAL ng‘ g(}/

County Judge

ui\llliﬂ“,

-n‘“sc\)%\?}:‘aE.ﬁS 05"9
o0°° e"’ua 0 g
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CAMERON COUNTY COuNTY COURT

(512) 544-0848

P.O.Box 2178
BROWRNSVILLE, TEXAS 78522-2178

JoE G. RIVERA

COUNTY CLERK

THE STATE OF TEXAS §
COUNTY OF CAMERON §

I, Joe G. Rivera, County Clerk and Ex-Officio Clerk of the

Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas, do hereby certify

that the above and foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of

IN THE MATTER OF ADOPTING AN ORDER REQUIRING FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS, RETAIL

FOOD STORES, AND MOBILE FOOD VENDING UNITS TO HAVE A PERMIT IN ORDER TO OPERATE,

approved on March 07, 1995, and as it appears of record in the

Minutes of said Court.

In testimony whereof, witness my hand and the Seal of said

Court at office in the City of Brownsville, Texas, this 09th day of

MARCH, 1995.

JOE G. RIVERA
County Clerk and Ex-Officio
_Clerk of the Commissioners Court

i' .“ ‘\,.nlu,,'

RECORDING OFFICE
OFFICE OF

COUNTY CLERK (512) 5440815

- SLR\GNERS 4,
p i \ / :\\ t\\.g\\};l. XA LTI C g /[ '/;",,
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’ , A JANES E
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ORDER REQUIRING FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS,
RETAIL FOOD STORES AND MOBILE FOOD VENDING
_UNITS TO HAVE A PERMIT IN ORDER TO OPERATE

WHEREAS, Chapter 437, Texas Health and Safety Code, provides counties and public
health districts with authority to enforce state laws and rules adopted under state laws concerning
food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units and roadside food vendors; and

WHEREAS, Cameron County and public health districts may require permits, plan
review and inspections and may deny, suspend or revoke the permit if the food service

establishment, retail food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vendor is not in compliance

with state laws or state rules: and

WHEREAS, Cameron County is the entity enforcing state law and state rules for food

service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food vending units and roadside food vendors

throughout Cameron County except in all incorporated areas.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORbERTiI) BY THE COMMISSIONER’S COURT OF
CAMERON COUNTY, Texas as follows:

Section 1. Definitions:

(1) The food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units and
roadside food vending units as used in this resolution and order shall mean and refer to those
located throughout Cameron County except those located within the city limits of all

incorporated areas;
(2) "Regulatory Authority" shall mean and refer to the Cameron County Health

Department.
(3) "Authorized Agent or Employee" shall mean and refer to authorized personnel

of the Regulatory Authority.

Section 2. Authority:

The inspection of food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units and roadside
food vending units, the prohibiting of the sale of adulterated or misbranded food or drink and
the enforcemeut of thns ordet shall be regulated in accordance with. Texas' H&lth ang: Safetyv 3






Code, Chapter 437, and Texas Department of Health, "Rules on Food Service Sanitation" 25
T.A.C., 229.161 - 229 173 and “Rules on Retail Food Store Samtatlon 25 T.A.C., 229.231 -

229. 239

Section 3. Permits:

(1) General. No person shall operate a food service establishment, or retail food
store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit who does not have a-valid permit to do
so issued by the Regulatory Authority. Only a person who complies with the requirements of
state laws and state rules shall be entitled to receive or retain such a permit. Permits are not
transferable from one person to another person. Permits for food service establishments and
retail food stores are also not transferable from one location to another location. No food
service establishment or retail food store may be required to obtain more than one permit
required by this order for a single location. A valid permit shall be posted in or on every food
establishment, unit or vendor regulated by this order.

(2) Exemptions. Food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food units
or roadside food vending units operated solely by nonprofit organizations are exempt from the
permitting requirements of this order but are not exempt from compliance with state laws or
rules. The Regulatory Authority may require any information necessary to determine whether
an organization is nonprofit for purposes of this order.

(3) Issuance of Permits.

() Any person desiring o operate a food service establishment, retail
food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit shall make written application for a
permit to do so on forms provided by the Regulatory Authority. Such application shall include
the name and address of each applicant, the location and type of proposed food service
establishment, retail food store, mobile food unit or roadside food vending unit, and permit fee
as established by the Commissioner’s Court.

(b) Prior to approval of an application for a permit, the Regulatory
Authority shall inspect the proposed food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food
unit or roadside food vending unit to determine compliance with state laws and rules.

* (¢) The Regulatory Authority shall issue a permit to the applicant if its
inspection reveals that the proposed food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food
unit or roadside food vending unit complies with the requirements of state laws and rules. All
permits shall be renewed annually; provided that temporary permits shall be obtained prior to
operating and each event shall be a separate licensing period not to exceed fourteen (14)
consecutive days.

(d) A person may renew a permit by making written application on forms
provided by the Regulatory Authority. Such application shall include the information described
in subsection (3), paragraph (a) of this section, and shall include a renewal fee as estabhshed by

the Commissioner’s Court.
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(4) Denial, Suspension or Revocation of Permit. The Regulatory Authority may,
after providing opportunity for a hearing, deny, suspend or revoke a permit for violations of any
of the requircments of state laws or rules or this order or for interference with the Regulatory
Authority in:the performance of its duties. Prior to denial, suspension or revocation, the
Regulatory Authority shall notify the holder of the permit, or the person in charge, in writing
of the reason for which the permit is subject to denial, suspension or revocation, and that the
permit shall be denied, suspended or revoked at the end of the twenty (20) days following
service of such notice unless a written request for a hearing is filed with the Regulatory
Authority by the holder of the permit. If no request for hearing is filed within the twenty (20)
day period, the denial, suspension or revocation of the permit becomes final.

(5) Service of Notices. A notice provided for in this order is properly served
when it is delivered to holder of the permit or the person in charge, or when it is sent by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last known address of the holder of the permits.
A copy of the notice shall be filed in the records of the Regulatory Authority.

(6) Hearings. The hearings provided for in this order shall be conducted by a
Hearing Officer designated by the Regulatory Authority at a time and place designated by the
Hearing Officer. Based on the evidence presented at such hearing, the Hearing Officer shall
make a final finding, and shall sustain, modify or rescind any notice or order considered in the
hearing. A written report of the hearing decision shall be furnished to the holder of the permit

by the Regulatory Authority.

(7) Application After Denial or Revocation. Whenever a denial or revocation
of a permit has become final, the holder of the denied or revoked permit may make written

application for a new permit. ‘

Section 4. Review of Plans:

Whenever a food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food vending unit, or roadside
food vending unit is constructed or extensively remodeled and whenever an existing structure
is converted to use as a food service establishment, retail food store, mobile food vending unit,
or roadside food vending unit, properly prepared plans and specifications for such construction,
remodeling or conversion shall be submitted to the Regulatory Authority for review before
construction, remodeling or conversion begins. The plans and specifications shall indicate the
proposed layout, equipment arrangement, mechanical plans and construction materials of work
areas, and the type and model of proposed fixed equipment and facilities. The Regulatory
Authority shall approve the plans and specifications if they meet the requirements of state laws
and rules. No food service establishment, or retail food store, mobile food vending unit, or
roadside food vending unit shall be constructed, extensively remodeled, or converted except in
accordance with plans and specifications approved by the Regulatory Authority.

00 = Permanent Establishments. —
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(1) A person commits an offense if the person operates a food service
establishment, retail food store, mobile food unit, or roadside food vendor without a permit
required by the county or public health district in which the establishment or store is operating.

(2) An offense under section is a Class C misdemeanor.
(3) Each day on which a violation occurs constitutes a separzite offense.

Section 7. Severability:
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this order is, for any reason,

held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be
deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the

validity of this order.
Section 8. Effective Date:
The provisions of this order shall take effect January 1, 1995.

INTRODUCED, READ AND PASSED BY AN AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF THE CAMERON
COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S COURT ON THIS THE 7th DAY OF MARCH, 1995.

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

e, Absent

\ & %s\ONERS Gilberto Hinojosa

.......
. .,

0 . Cameron County Judge

s U’iucmo Rosenbaum
(w ¢ Commissioner of Precinct No. 1

(‘:? ...... \\‘ \\\
‘2, O \“\
""l“uu\“‘\ ¥

Carlos H. Cascos

Commiw

Iames
Commxssuoner of recinct No. 3

e

Hyotor Pena |
Commissioner of Precinct No. 4







THE STATE OF TEXAS §
§ ORDER # 1985-4

COUNTY OF CAMERON §

AN ORDER OF THE CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COURT, PROMULGATED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE
4477-9a OF THE TEXAS CIVIL STATUTES, THE
LITTER ABATEMENT ACT, PARTICULARLY SECTION
5.09 OF SUCH AGT (CODIFIED AS "TEX. REV. CIV. STAT.
ANN. art. 4477-9a, § 5.09 [Vernon Supp. 1985]"),
ADOPTING PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT AND REMOVAL

OF A JUNKED VEHICLE AS A PUBLIC NUISANCE FROM
PRIVATE PROPERTY, PUBLIC PROPERTY, OR PUBLIC
RIGHTS-OF-WAY; SETTING FORTH CERTAIN DEFINITIONS;
DECLARING JUNKED VEHICLES TO BE A PUBLIC NUISANCE;
SETTING FORTH SUCH PROCEDURES; PROVIDING FOR
CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF SUCH
PUBLIC NUISANCES; BARRING THE DUAL APPLICATION OF
ORDINANCES; DECLARING SUCH ORDER TO BE AN EXERCISE OF
THE COUNTY'S "POLICE" POWER; SETTING FORTH A REPEALER

BE IT RESOLVED that on Monday, August 12, 1985, at a Regular Meeting of the
Cameron County Commissioners Court, said Codrt, upon the request of the Cameron
County Health Department, conducted a Public Hearing at the Cameron County
Courthouse to consider and approve the adoption, by Cameron County, of proce-
dures for the abatement and removal of a junked vehicle or a part of a junked
vehicle as a public nuisance, from private property, public property, or public
rights-of-way, pursuant to Article 4477-9a of the Texas Civil Statutes, the
Litter Abatement Act, particularly Section 5.09 of said Act.

BE IT RESO&VED that the Cameroa County Commissioners Court published a
Notice of this Hearing and of its intention to adopt this Order in at least one
newspaper fith general circulation in the County, stating the time and place of
the Public Hearing on the said Order and that interested persons may obtain
coples of ghe sald Order from the Cameroa County Commissioners Court.

BE IT RESOLVED that at such Public Hearing, the following findings were

made by the Cameron County Commissioners Court:

1 - Cameron County, acting by and through the Cameron
County Commissioners Court, is concerned with the
health, safety and general welfare of the citizens
and residents of the County, and the safe, orderly

and healthy development of the County.





Some of the public officials of Cameron County have

contacted the Cameron County Commissioners Court and
requested their assistance in regulating junked and

abandoned vehicles in the unincorporated areas of

Cameron County.

The lack of proper regulation constitutes a threat
to the health, safety and general welfare of the
citizens and residents of the County, as well as
the safe, orderly and healthy development of the

County.

Cameron. County can adopt procedures to abate and
remove junked vehicles as a public nuisance, from
private property, public property, or public rights—
of-way, by Order of its Commissioners Court, pursuant
to Article 4477-9a of the Texas Revised Civil Stat-
utes, the Litter Abatement Act, particularly Section

5.09 of such Act.

Cameron County, acting by and through the Cameroun
County Commissioners Court, wishes to enact an

Order to regulate such problem.

BE IT RESOGLVED that at the conclusion of the said Public Hearing, the

€

Cameron County Commissioners Court voted to approve the proposed Order, drafted

by the Cameron County Attorney's Office at the request of the Cameron County

Health Department.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED by the Cameron County Commissioners Court

that the following procedures are adopted in and for Cameron County, Texas:

Section 1: Definitions

In this Order, the following terms have the meanings indicated:

(a)

“Abandoned motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle that
is inoperable and nore tﬂan eight years old and left
unattended on public property for more than 48 hours,

or a motor vehicle that has remained illegally on pub-
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(b)

(e)

(d

(e)

()

lic property for a period of more than 48 hours, or

a motor vehicle that has remained on private pro-
perty without the consent of the owner or person in
control of the property for more than 48 hours, or a
motor vehicle left unattended on the right-of-way of
a designated county, state, or federal highway within

this state for more than 48 hours.

"Antique auto” means a passenger car or truck that
was manufactured in 1925 or before or a passenger car

or truck that is at least 35 years old.

"Collector” wmeans the owner of one or wore antique or
special interest vehicles who collects, purchases,
acquires, trades, or disposes of special interest or
antique vehicles or parts of them for personal use in
order to restore, preserve, and maintain an antique

or speclal interest vehicle for historic {nterest.

"Junked veﬁicle" means a motor vehicle as defined in
Section 1, Chapter 42, General Laws, Acts of the &4lst
Legislature, 2nd Called Session, 1929 (Article 6701d-
11, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes), that: (1) is ino-
perative, does not have lawfully affixed to it both
'an unexpired license plate and a valid motor vehicle
safety ingpection certificate, and that {s wrecked,
dismantled, partially dismantled, or discarded; or

(2) remains inoperable for a continuous period of

more than 120 days.

"Motor vehicle"” means a motor vehicle subject to
registration under the Certificate of Title Act

(Article 6687-1, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes).

"Public nuisance” wmeans a junked vehicle located in

a place where it is visible from a public place or

public right-of-way.





>(g) “Special interest vehicle” means a motor vehicle
of any age that h;s not been altered or modified
from original manufacturer's specifications and,
because of its historic interest, is being pre-

served by hobbyists.

Section 2: Public Nuisance

A junked vehicle that is located in a place where it_is visible from a
public place or public right-of-way is detrimental to the safety and welfare of
the general public, tends to reduce the value of private property, invites van-
dalism, creates fire hazards, constitutes an attractive nuisance creating a
hazard to the health and safety of minors, and is detrimental to the economic
welfare of the County bf producing blight adverse to the maintenance and co;—
tinuing development of this County, and therefore, a junked vehicle in an
unincorporated area of Cameron County, Texas 1is hereby declared to be a public

nuisance.

Section 3: Procedures For Abating Nuisance

The following procedures will be utilized for abating and removing junked

vehicles, which have been declared to be a public nuisance:

(a) Notice: Private Property

Where the nulsance is located on private property,
a notice must be mailed by certified mail, with a 5-day

v
return requested, to: (1) the last known registered
owner of the junked motor vehicle; (2) any lien holder
;f record; and (3) the owner or occupant of the private
premises on which the public notice exists. Such notice
must state: (1) the nature of the publie nuisance on
private property; (2) that such public nuisance must be
removed and abated within 10 days; and (3) that a request
for a hearing on such removal and abatement must be made
before the expiration of the said 10-day period. If any
notice 1is returned undelivered by the United States Pos-
tal Service, official action to abate the nuisance shall

be continued to a date not less than 10 days after the

date of such return.





(b) Notice: Public Property

wﬁere the nuisance is located on public property, a
notice must be sent by certified mail, with a 5-day return
requested, to: (1) the last known registered owner of
the junked motor vehicle; (2) any lien holder of record;
and (3) the owner or occupant of the public premises or
the owner or occupant of the premises adjacent to the
public right-of-way on which the public nuisance exists.
Such notice must state: (1) the nature of the public
nuisance on public property or on a publiec right-of-way;
(2) that such public nuisance must be removed and abated
within 10 days; and (3) that a request for a hearing on
such removal and abatement must be made before the expir-
atlon of the said 10-day period. 1If any notice 1is
returned undelivered by the United States Postal Service,
official action to abate the nuisance shall be continued
to a date not less than 10 days after the date of such

return.

(c) Public Hearing

After sald notice is given, a Public Hearing shall be
conducted by the Director of the Cameron County Health
Department, or his designated representative, who are
hereb§ des}gnated by the Cameron County Commissioners
Court as the Hearing Officers for such matters, if such
%earing is requested by the owner or occupant of the
public or private premises or by the owner or occupant
of the premises adjacent to the public right-of-way on
which the vehicle {s located within 10 days after service
of the notice to abate the nuisance. No vehicle or vehi-
cle part may be removed as a public nuisance without a
Public Hearing being conducted by one of the said Hearing
Officers. Upon the conclusion of the sald hearing, regard-
less of whether any interested party appears or not, 1if the

Hearing Officer determines that the junked vehicle in ques-
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~tion is a wublic nuisance, such vehicle may be removed pur-—
suant to an "order” of such Hearing Officer, requiring the
removal of a vehicle or vehicle part, setting forth a des-
cription of the vehicle, the correct vehicle identification
number, and the license number of the vehicle, if the infor-

mation 1s available at the site.

(d) No Reconstruction of Removed Vehicle

Once a vehicle has been removed, for constituting a
public nuisance, it cannot be subsequently reconstructed or

made operable.

(e) Notice to State Department of Highways

Once a vehicle has been removed, notice must be given
of such action to the Texas (State) Department of Highways
and Public Transportation not later than the fifth day after
the date of removal. Such notice must identify the vehicle

part involved.

(f) Exempt Vehicles

These procedures do not apply to: (1) a vehicle or
vehicle part that is completely enclosed within a building
in a lawful manner, where it is not visible from the street
or ot;er public or private propertyi (2) a vehicle or vehicle
part that i; stored or parked in a lawful manner on private
Lroperty in connection with the business of a licensed
vehicle dealer or junkyard; or (3) an unlicensed, operable
or inoperable, antique or special interest vehicle stored
by a collector on the collector's property. The exemptions
granted in subsections (2) and (3) herein apply only if the
vehicle and the outdoor storage area are maintained in a
manner such that they do not constitute a health hazard
and are screened from ordinary public view by means of a
fence, rapidly growing trees, shrubbery, or other appro-

priate means.
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(g) Administration
These procedures shall be administered by the Cameron
County Health Department through its duly authorized agents,
employees, and representatives, who constitute rvegularly
salaried, full-time employees of Cameron County. However,
the removal of a vehicle or vehicle part (from property)

may be done by any duly authorized person.

(h) Additional Remedies

In the event that a public nuisance is not removed and
abated, and a hearing 1s not requested within the 10-day
period provided for above, any citizen may file a complaint
concerning such public nuisance in a Justice of the Peace

Court for the appropriate Precinct involved.

(i) Disposal of Junked Vehicles

A junked vehicle or vehicle part may be disposed of by
removal to a scrapyard or demolisher for processing as scrap

or salvage, pursuant to the requirements of the Litter Abate~

ment Act and related laws.

(j) Obstruction to Traffic

This Order does not affect any existing law author-—
izing the i{mmediate removal, as an obstruction to traffic,

of a'vehicle left on public property.

(k) Enforcehent

The Cameron County Health Department, and its duly
authorized agents, employees, and representatives, who
have been authorized heretofore to administer the pro-
cedures set forth in this Order, may, pursuant to Sec—
tion S5.11 of Article 4477-9a of the Texas Civil Statutes,
enter private property to: (1) examine a vehicle or
vehicle part; (2) obtain information as to the identity
of the vehicle; or (3) remove or cause the removal of
a vehicle or vehicle part that coastitutes a nuisance.

Moreover, a Justice of the Peace Court may 1issue orders





necessar o enforce the procedures set £ Y herein.

Section 4: Criminal Penalties

A person commits an offense if that person maintains a public nulsance as
defined in Section 1 (f) and Section 2 of this Order. A person who commits an
offense under this section is, upon conviction, subject to a fine not to exceed
$200. On couviction, the court shall order removal and abatement of the

nuisance.

Section 5: Barring Dual Application of Ordinances

This Order shall not apply to any part of Cameron County where an existing

City Ordinance covering the subject of this Order is already in effect.

Section 6: Declaration of Exercise of Police Power

This Order is enacted pursuant to a finding by the Cameron County Commis-
sioners Court that this Order is necessary for the preservation of the public

peace, health, welfare and safety.

Section 7: Repealer

All orders or parts of orders or policies of Cameron County in conflict

with the provisions of this Order are expressly repealed.

* * k x %

THIS ORDER shall be effective from and after the 12th day of August, 1985.
THIS ORDER was passed and approved on the 12th day of August, 1985, by the

v
Cameron County Commissioners Court.

BY:
Moises V. Vela, County Judge

BY:
D. J. lLerma, County Commissioner I

BY:
Miguel P. (Mike) Cortinas, Jr.,
County Commissioner II

BY:
Adolph Thomae, Jr., County
Commissioner TIIL
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THE STATE OF TEXAS  §
§
COUNTY OF CAMERON  §

ORDER

WHEREAS, V.T.C.A.; Health and Safety Code, Section 121.003, enables the Commissioners
Court to grant to a county employee the authority to issue citations in an unincorporated area of the
county to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health;

WHEREAS, the Cameron County Commissioners Court desires to grant seven (7) Health
Department employees the authority to issue citations in the unincorporated areas of Cameron
County to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health; and ‘

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED by the Commissioners Court of Cameron County,
pursuant to V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code, Section 121.003, that it hereby grants seven (7)
Health Department employees the authority to issue citations in the unincorporated areas of Cameron
County to enforce any law or order of the Commissioners Court that is reasonably necessary to
protect the public health

ADOPTED this 12th day of August, 2003.

COMMISSIONERS COURT

RTOQHINOJOSA

nty J u/dge/]

DRO BENAVIDES JOH WOOD
Commissioner Pct. #1 Commissioner Pct. #2
DAVID A. GARZA EDNA TAMAYO
Commissioner Pct. #3 Commissioner Pct. #4
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CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING PROCEDURES

FOR THE ABATEMENT OF REFUSE AND OTHER NUISANCES )
Pursuant to Chapter 343 of the Health and Safety Code, VTCA

WHEREAS, the Legislature has enacted Chapter 343 of the
Texas Health and Safety Code}-and

WHEREAS,.§343.011 of that Chapter deems refuse and other
unsafe or unsanitary conditioﬁs to be nuisances and §343.021
authorizes the counties of this state fo adopt procedures for
the abatement of said nuisances ffom neigﬁborhoods in
cdnformity with the regulations of the.Chapter; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Cameron County,
Texas finds thét refuse- and otﬁer unsafe or unsanitary'
conditions in neighborhoods are detrimeﬁtal to the safety and
welfarelof_the general public, tends to reduce the wvalue of
private property, invites vandalism and creates fire hazards;
and -

WHEREAS, the Commissioners lCourt of- Cameron Counﬁy,
Texas, has considered tpg matter and deems it appropriate to
adopt procedures for the abatement of refuse and other
nuisances from neighborhoods in conformity with the
requirements of Chaptér 343 of the Health & Safety Code;

" NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT

OF CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS;

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT OF REFUSE AND
OTHER NUISANCES - PAGE 1





Article I Definitions

1.01 In this Order:

(a) "Abate" means to eliminate a nuisance by
removal, repair, rehabilitation, or
demolition.

(b) "Department" means Cameron County Health
o SR

s IR
Department
(c) "Building" means a structure built .for the

support, shelter, or enclosure of a person,
animal, chattel, machine, equipment, or other

moveable property.

- (d) 'iﬁi'means all decayable wastes from

public and private establishments and
restaurants, including vegetable, aﬁimai, and
animal and fish carcésses, but does not
include sewage, body waste, or an industrial

by-product.
(e) "Neighborhood" means:

(1) A platted subdivision; or
(2) Property contiguous to a platted

subdivision and within 300 feet of a

CEMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT OF REFUSE AND
OTHER NUISANCES - PAGE - 2





(£)

(g)

(h)

(1)

platted subdivision.

"Person" includes corporation, organization,

government or governmental subdivision or

agency, business trust, estates, trust,
partnership, association, or any other legal

entity.

"pPlatted subdivision" means a subdivision that
has its approved or unapproved plat recorded
with the County Clerk of the County in which

the subdivision is located.

"Premises" means all privately owned property,
including vacant land or a building designed
or used for residential, commercigl, business,
industrial, or religiou§ purposes; The term.
includes a yard, ground, walk, driveway,
fence, porch, steps, or other structure

appurtenant to the property.

"Public street" means the entire width between
property lines of a road, street, way,
thoroughfare, or bridge if any part of the

road, street, way, thoroughfare, bridge is

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. COURT ORDER ADOPTING
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(k)

(1)

(m) -

opened to the public for vehicular traffic or

pedestrian traffic.

"Rubbish" means all non-decayable wastes,

-

except ashes, from a public or private

establishment or residence.

"Receptacle" means a cohpainer that is
composed of durable material and designed in a
way that preﬁénts the discharge:of its
contents . and makes its contents inaccessible

to animals, vermin, or other pests.

:EEEHEQ?_ means garbage, rubbish, paper, and
other decayable and non;decayable - waste,
including vegetable matter and ariimal and fish

carcasses.

"Weeds" means all rank and uncultivated

vegetable growth or matter that:

(1) has grown to more than 36 inches in
height; or : : e

(2) regardless of height, may create an
unsanitary coﬁdition or become a

harborage for rodents, vermin, or other

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
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disease-carrying pests.

Article II P i Nui " Premi

01

%a)

/i

(c)

Chapter 343 of the Health and Safety Code has

deemed the following to be public nuisances:
keeping, 'storing; or accumulating refuse on
premises in a neighborhood unless the refuse

is entirely contained. in a closed receptacle;

keeping, storing or accumulating rubbish or
any unused, discarded, or aiaandoned object,
including newspapers,_z?péq;esf refrigerators,
stoves, furniture, tires, and cans, on
premises in a neighborhood for ten (10) days

or more, unless the rubbish or object is

It e —

completely enclosed within a building or is

not visible from a public street;

maintaining premises in a manner that creates
an unsanitary condition 1likely to attract or
harbor mosquitos, rodents, vermin,-: or

disease-carrying pests;

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
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e)

allowing weeds to grow on premises in a
neighborhood if such weeds are located within
three hundred (300) feet of another residence

or commercial establishment; or

%

maintaining a building in a manner that is

structurally unsafe or constitutes a hazard to

—

safety, health, or public welfare because of

inadequate maintenance, unsanitary conditions,
dilapidation, obsolescence, fire hazard,

disaster, damage, or abandonmént.

Article 2.01 of this Article does not apply to a

site or facility that is permitted and regulated by

a state agency.

Article IIIX Administration of Abatement Proceedings

_hereby'authoriies a regularly salaried, full-time
e e PR

The Commissioners -Court of Cameron County, Texas

———.

—_—

CQpnty employee  from the Department to administer

the abatement procedure adopted in this Order.

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
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. Article IV Notice to Abate Nuigance

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

The Department shall give wgxikten notice to the
owner, lessee, occupant, agent, or person in charge

of the premises on which a nuisance as defined if

Article 2.01 existe.

Said notice shall state:

—

the specific condition that constitutes a

nuisance;

that the person receiving notice must abate

the nuisance before the 31st day after the

date on which the notice is served;

that failure to abate the nuisancé ma}} result
in abatement by the "county_, assessment of
costs, and a lien against the property on

which the nuisance exists; and

 that the owner, lessee, occupant, _agent, or

persbn in charge of the premises is entitled
‘to submit to the County Judge, before the 31st
day after the date on which the notice is

served, a written request for a hearing.

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING
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(a)

(b)

Article V

CAM

Notice shall be given;
by service in person or by registered or

certified mail, return receipt requested; or

if personal service cannot be obtained or the
address of the owner, lessee, agent, or person
in charge of the property_ is unknown, by
posting a copy of thg notice on the premises
0n';hich the nuisance exists and by publishing'
the notice in a newspaper with general
circulation in the county, two times within

ten (10) consecutive days.

Hearing

If a hearing is requested in confdrmity- with

Article 4.02(d), the County Judge shall order a

public hearing before the Department takes action
s

to abate a nuisance under this Order.

All hearings under this Article will be. conducted

by the Commissioners Court within fifteen (1

—— -

5) days

- —

aﬁtef receipt by the County Judge of request for

hearing.
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PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT OF REFUSE AND
OTHER NUISANCES - PAGE 8





Article VI Abatement

In the event the owner of the property fails to
abate the nuisance before thirty one (31) days
after the date of notice is re.ceived, and has no;:
requested a hearing, the Depaftment may abate the

nuisance by demolition or removal.

The demolition or removal of a nuisance under this
Order may be performed by any person so authorized

by the Department.

Article VII Lien

The Commissioners Court of Cameron County, Texas,
ma‘y, by order or resqiution, assess the cost of
abating the nuisance, plus an administrative fee of
not more than one hundred dollars. and no dents
($100.00) against. (:_ﬁe property on which the
nuisance exists..

Commissioners Court may obtain a lien against the
property for the assessment by filing a statement
of costs with the County Clerk of Cameron County,

Texas and by following any other procedure required
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by law in order to perfect the lien..

' Article VIII Crimin Pen i

See V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code §343.012.

8.01

Article IX Severability

9.01 If any provision of these Regulations or its
application to any person or circumstances is held
invalid for any reason, the invalidity does not
affect any other provisions or application of these
Regulations which can be given effect without the
invalid provision or application, and to this end
the provisions of these Regulations are declared to
be severable.

Article X Effective Date

10.0% This Order is effective il

Passed and Approved this l?-ﬁ" day of AO""L

1994. ' .

CAMERON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT ORDER ADOPTING

PROCEDURES FOR THE ABATEMENT OF REFUSE AND
OTHER NUISANCES - PAGE 10





ANTONIO O. GARZA, JR.

Colof-Core

LUCINO ROSENBAUM, JR. : CARLOS CASCOS

+ Commissioner Pct. 1 Commissioner Pct. 2
JAMES MATE—_ ) ATIVIDAD "Tivie" VALENCIA
Commissioner PCt. 3 " Commissioner Pct. 4
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