ORDER NO. 2025009096

THE STATE OF TEXAS §
§
COUNTY OF CAMERON §

ORDER OF COMMISSIONERS’ COURT

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CAMERON COUNTY ADULT SEXUAL ASSAULT
RESPONSE TEAM (SART) AND APPOINTMENT OF INITIAL MEMBERS

WHEREAS, the State of Texas has enacted Chapter 351, Subchapter J, of the Local Government
Code for the creation of County Adult Sexual Assault Response Teams; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the County Adult Sexual Assault Response Team is to strengthen the
collaborative response and enhance health and judicial outcomes for sexual assault
survivors who are adults; and

WHEREAS, sexual violence is a serious issue impacting public health and safety; and

WHEREAS, according to a study by the University of Texas at Austin, 6.3 million or 33.2% of
adult Texans have experienced some form of sexual assault in their lifetime; and

WHEREAS, sexual assault continues to be a severely underreported crime— only 9.2% of
victims report their experience to the police according to the Institute of Domestic
Violence and Sexual Assault; and

WHEREAS, in Texas, in 2020, there were over 30,000 sexual assaults reported to law
enforcement, and over 50,000 survivors sought services at a rape crisis center; and

WHEREAS, sexual assault victims must live with the emotional and medical consequences of
their assault, which are often chronic and severe; lifetime prevalence of post-

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) in women who are sexually assaulted is estimated
to be 50%; and

WHEREAS, in their 2020 audit report to the Legislature on investigations and prosecutions of
sexual assault statewide, the State Auditor’s Office identified that only 32% of all
reported sexual assaults in a 5-year period resulted in an arrest; and

WHEREAS, in their 2020 audit report to the Legislature on investigations and prosecutions of
sexual assault statewide, the State Auditor’s Office noted a lack of reliable data on
sexual assault case dispositions and a lack of multidisciplinary responses to adults;
and

WHEREAS, Chapter 351, Subchapter J of the Local Government Code requires the
Commissioners Court of each county in the State of Texas to establish and appoint
members of the adult sexual response team; and



NOW, THEREFORE, the Commissioners Court of Cameron County hereby establishes the
Cameron County Adult Sexual Assault Response Team (hereinafter “response team” or “SART”)
and appoints its members as follows:

I. Membership:

a. Jennifer Hoshino, Family Crisis Center Sexual Assault Program Director, or her
designee;

b. District Attorney Luis V. Saenz, or his designee with jurisdiction as a prosecutor
over sexual assault in Cameron County;

c. Chief Felix Sauceda, Chief of Police, Brownsville, Texas, or his designee;
d. Sherift Manuel “Manny” Trevifio, Cameron County Sheriff, or his designee;

e. Rosa Hernandez, RN, CA/CP, SANE, a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner that
provides exams within CAMERON County;

f. Genette Spear, RN, CA/CP, SANE-A, SANE-P, a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
that provides exams within CAMERON County; and

g. Laura Soule, Senior Manager — Crisis and Forensic Services, Tropical Texas
Behavioral Health, a mental or behavioral health provider within Cameron County.

I1. Officers: the Response Team shall elect a presiding officer from among its members.

III. Duties: The members of the Response Team shall work collaboratively to:

a. Meet at least quarterly and as required by Texas Local Government Code
§351.254;

b. Establish procedures for addressing conflicts within the response team and for
maintaining the confidentiality of information shared among Response Team
members;

c. Create a written protocol addressing the coordinated response for adult survivors

of sexual assault in Cameron County that meets the requirements of Texas Local
Government Code §351.256;

d. Provide a copy of the sexual assault response protocol to each agency in Cameron
County that responds to disclosures of sexual assault;

e. Continue to review and evaluate the effectiveness of the sexual assault response
protocol, including through case reviews with the written consent of the victim;

f. Not later than December 1 of each odd-numbered year, provide a report to the
Commissioners Court which includes:



1. A list of response team members able to participate in the quarterly
meetings;

ii. A copy of the written sexual assault response protocol; and

iii. A biennial summary detailing sexual assault reports to and response by
local law enforcement agencies, or an explanation of why the response team
failed to provide such a report;

g. Complete at least four hours of annual cross-agency training on the dynamics of
sexual assault; and

h. Timely notify the Cameron County Commissioners Court of any vacancy.

IV. Vacancies: The Cameron County Commissioners Court shall fill a vacancy for a
Response Team member not later than the 30th day after the date the vacancy occurs, and
in the same manner as the original appointment.

V. Additional Members: The Cameron County Commissioners’ Court may appoint
additional Response Team members upon the recommendation of the Presiding Officer of
the Response Team.

Approved this 23" day of September 2025, by the Cameron County Commissioners Court.
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